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PREFACE 


The Author of this work has made it his aim 
t(j) preserve a scrupulous fidelity to the original 
sources of his information. The most trivial allu* 
sj^ons, the slightest touches, are equally authentic 
nvith the main outlines of the story. The autho- 
. irities most frequently consulted are : 

1. The Depositions of sixty-three witnesses, 
|!lSratives and Half-castes, taken under the direc- 
ftions of Colonel Williams, Commissioner of Police 
in the North-West Provinces. 

1 2. A Narrative of Events at Oawnpore, com- 
posed by Nanukchund, a local lawyer. 

3. Captain Thomson's Story of Cawnpore. 


4. The Government Narratives of the Mutiny, 
drawn up for the most part by the civil officers 
in charge of the several districts. The Author 




CAWNPORE 


CHAPTER I 

THE STATION 

T he city of Cawnpore lies on the south bank of 
the Ganges, which at that spot is about a 
quarter of a mile in breadth, and this too in the dry 
season ; for, when the rains have filled the bed, the 
stream measui'es two thousand yards from shore to 
shore. And yet the river has still a thousand miles 
of his course to run before, by many channels and 
under many names, he loses himself in the waters 
of the Bay of Bengal. In old times an officer 
appointed to Cawnpore thought himself fortunate 
if he could reach his station within three months 
from the day he left Foiii William. But tow-ropes 
and punt-poles are now things of the past, and the 
traveller from Calcutta arrives at the end of his 
journey in little more than thirty hours. 

By the treaty of Fyzabad, in 1775, the East Indian 
Company engaged to maintain a brigade for the 
defence of Oude. The revenues of a rich and 
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oxtetisivo tract- of miiitry won* ap)v»iiit<*il for tSir 
maintemuce of tliih foiw, whicli was qnartrrcl at 
Oatvnporo, tl>c principal titwn oi' ihc district.. In 
1801, Lord Wellesley, wlio loved to carry tuaitors 
with a inastcrftii hand, closed tin* nmrtgagi’, and tin* 
territory lapsed to the Company, ^s'ho acei;pte<l this 
new charge witli soim* diffidence. And tints it hap* 
|>en<Kl that, ever .since the la*giiiniiig of the last 
•jnartcr of the oighteenth eentnry. t’awnjHire had 
been a first-class military station. In t.he -spring oi 
1857 it had attainetl an imjtortance to which the 
events of the following .summer gave a fatal sluK’k. 
The recent annexation of Ottde was mi addititnial 
motive for keeping a strong hold on ( JawnjKtre ; for 
that city commanded the bridge* over which })asse<l 
the high-road to Lucknow, the capital of onr newly- 
acquired province. At that time tho atatiou was 
occupied by three regiments of sepoys, tho First, the 
Fifty-third, and the Fifty-sixth Bengal Infantry*. The 
Becond Cavalry, and a company of niyilleiyinen, 
brought up the strength of the native force to three 
thousand men. Of Europeans and jK-'mins of Knro- 
pean extraction, there wei-e re.sident at. Oawnjxw* 
more than a thousand. There were the officers 
attached to tho sepoy battalions ; sixty men of the 
Eighty-fourth regiment of the British Line ; seventy- 
eight invalids belonging to tho Thirty-socond regi- 
ment, which was then quartered at Lucknow, and 
was destined to pass through the most fearful trial 
from which ever men emerged alive ; fifteen of the 
Madras Fu.siliers; and fifty-nine of the Compan/s 
artillerymen : in all, some three hundred soldierK 
of English birth. Then there were the covenantwl 
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civilians, tlio aristocracy of Indian society; the lesser 
officials attached to the Post-office, the Public 
Works, and the Opium Depai'tments ; the Railway 
people; the merchants and shopkeepers, — Euro- 
peans some, others half-castes, or, as they would 
fain be called, Eurasians. There, too, were the 
wives and little ones of the men of all these classes 
and grades, and in no slender proportion ; for among 
our countrymen in India the marriage state is in 
special honour. There likewise were a great number 
of half-caste children belonging to the Cawnpore 
school, who were soon to buy at a very dear price 
the privilege of being the offspring of a European 
sire. 

The military quarter was entirely distinct from the 
native city. And here let the reader divest himself 
at once of all European ideas, and keep clear of 
them during the whole course of this narrative. Let 
him put aside all preconceived notions of a barrack, 
— of a yard paved with rough stones, and darkened 
by buildings four stories high, at the windows of 
which lounge stalwart warriors in various stages 
of undress. Let him try to form to himself a 
picture of a military station in Northern India, for 
it was within the precincts of such a station that 
was played o\xt the most tenible tragedy of our 
age. 

The cantonments lay along the bank of the river, 
over a tract extending six miles from north-west to 
south-east : for, wheresoever in Hindostan Englishmen 
make their homes, no regard is had to economy of 
space. Each residence stands in a separate ^^ corn- 
pound/’ or paddock, of some three or four acres, 
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surrounded l>y nn uneven, ermnblin^- mound and 
ditdu v'ilh Imuv mul ihon^ a rn|r.s4vd liedj^o of prirkh 
pear. For all over ln<Ha fiuiees appear to exist raflier 
for the purpose of nuirkiifi*' ho!iudaric*s fliuii for any 
protection tln^v afford against inlnid<u*s. The house, 
like all houses outside the C *ahaittn I)i I eh, consists 
of a single story, built' td* bric'k, coated with white 
plaster; the wdnvle premises, if t.he owner be n 
badtelor or a subaitAwn, in a nn»st. shabby aial 
tuuible-dow'u condition. A fiic^bt of half a dc^zen 
steps loads up to a vorandab wdiich runs round throe 
sides of the buildino*. The noticc\abh* t»bjeets here 
will probably be a native tailor, working ins the 
attitude adopted by taihms in all lands where men 
wear dotlH\s; a wretched being, scpmtted on his 
liauncheSy lazily pulling the string of a pui^kah that 
passes tbi'ough a hole in tlm brickwork into the 
Sahib’s bedroom; a Madras valet, sprea<ling but.ter 
on the Sahib’s morning toast wdtii the greasy wing 
of a fowl ; and, against the windward wall, a row of 
jars of porous red day, in wdiich water is cooling 
for the Sahib’s moiTiitig bath. 

The principal door leads at once into the sitting- 
room, a spacious, ilbkept, comfortless apartment.; 
the most conspicuous article l^dng a huge, oblong 
frame of wood and canvas suspendcHl across the 
ceiling, and the prevailing impression a sense of 
the presence of cobwebs. The funiiture, which is 
scattered about in most unadntired disonler, is in 
the last stage of dilapidation. Every iirfckde in an 
Anglo-Indian household bears witness io the fact 
that Englishmen regard themselves hut as sojowmers 
in the locality where fate and the (piartermaHter- 
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geueral may Iiavc i>lciced tiiciu. A large, rickel} table 

tlie ceutre of the room is strewn with three or four 
empty soda-water bottles, a half-emptied bottle of 
brandy, a corkscrew, glasses, playing-caixls, chessmen, 
a Hindostanee dictionary, an inkstand, a revolver, a 
bundle of letters, a box of cigars, the supplement of 
BvlCs fjife, and a few odd volumes froju the regi- 
mental book-club. Then there arc eight or ten 
cliairs, a good half of which might well claim to be 
invalided on the score of wounds and long service ; 
a couch with broken springs ; a Japanese cabinet, 
bought as a bargain when the old major was sold 
up; and an easy cane chair of colossal dimensions, 
the arms of which arc prolonged and flattened, so as 
to accommodate the occupant with a resting-place 
for his feet. In one corner stands a couple of hog- 
spears, supple, tough, and duly weighted with lead 
and barbed with steel of proof; a regulation sword ; 
a buggy-whip; a hunting-crop; a double-barrelled 
rifle and a shot-gun — weapons which the owner de- 
preciates as archaic. On nails driven into the plaster 
hang a list of the men in the company to which the 
young fellow is attached; a caricature of the pay- 
master; a framed photogi'aph of the cricket eleven 
of the public school where he was educated ; and, if 
he bo of a Immorous turn, the last ‘‘wigging,” or 
letter of admonition and repi'oof, received from the 
colonel of his regiment. 

In such a scene, and amidst such associations, 
does tlie English subaltern wear out the weary hours 
of tihe interminable Indian day; smoking; dozing; 
playing with his lerrier; longing for the evening, 
or for a call from a brotlier-officer, with whom he 
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maj (liscaiHs ihc Army Liht, an* I partaki* af Uie 
cver-reeiiniiig reireslinieiit uf brandy and soda- 
water; lazily endeavoiiriiig to get st>iiie little insiglit 
into tlic languages of tbe hateful Kasl l>y the help 
of a fat, fawning native futon and a stupid and 
indecent Oordoo wtirk on mythology ; j>oiiderhig 
sadh* on honu* IundseajH‘s and lamu* riToileeiions, 
as he gm's across ila* sharply-didiiM‘d line of 
shadow, tlirown by the ixwjf of the verandah, into 
tlic out-door heat and glare*; with no pleasanter 
object of eonteinpktion than IIm! I^itna sheep 
belonging to the Btatitm Aluiton Chib, anil his own 
modest stud, consisting of a raw-l>oned Australian 
horse and an ohl ('‘abul puny picketetl under a 
group of mango-trees near the gate td’ the 
compound. 

The centre apartment is Hanked on either side by 
a smaller ebamber; both of which are employed as 
bedrooms, if, for the sake of company or economy, 
our young friend is keeping house with some Addis- 
combe chum. Otherwise, tlie least desirable is set 
apart as a lumber-room ; though, to judge from the 
condition of the articles in use, it is hard to imagine 
what degree of shabbiuess would cpuilify furniture 
to become lumber in Bengal/ Tlie door into the 
Sahib's bedroom stands open, like every other door 
in British India; the multitude of servants, and 
the necessity for coolness, forbidding the very idea 
of privacy. There stands a bedsteiul of wood, worm- 
eaten, unplaned, unpolished; inclosed on all sides 
with musquito-curtains of white gau7A% the edges 
carefully tucked in beneath the mattress, throng! i 
which is dimly seen the recumbent form of the 
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Saliib, clad in a silk sliirt and linen drawers, the 
universal night-dress of the East. The poor boy is 
doing his best to recover, during the cooler morning 
hours, the arrears of the sleepless night, which he 
has passed in a state of feverish initation — ^panting, 
perspiring, tossing from side to side in desire of 
a momentaiy relief from the tortures of Prickly 
Heat, the curse of young blood ; anon, sallying into 
the verandah to rouse the nodding punkah-puller, 
more happy than his wakeful xnaster. Little of 
ornament or convenience is to be seen around, save 
a capacious brass basin on an iron stand, and half 
a dozen trunks, of shape adapted to be slung in 
pairs on the hump of a bullock. An inner door 
affords a view into a bath-room, paved with rough 
bricks; the bath consisting of a space surrounded 
by a parapet some six inches high, in which the 
bather stands while his servant sluices him with cold 
water from a succession of jars. It may be that 
on a shelf at the bed’s head are treasured some 
objects, trifling indeed in value, but made very dear 
by association; a few school prizes and leaving- 
books ; ,, a few sheets of flimsy pink paper, closely 
written, soiled, and frayed at every fold ; one or two 
portraits in morocco cases, too sacred for the photo- 
graphic album, and the inspection and criticism of 
a stranger. There is something touching in these 
repositories, for they tell that, however much the 
lad may appear to bo absorbed in the pursuits and 
pleasures of the mess-room, the parade-ground, the 
snipe-marsh, and the race-course, his highest thoughts 
and dearest hopes arc far away in that land where 
he is never again to abide, until those hopes and 
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yimigiith Imw k^eii lain*'?} aii*l dfatliiuHl by 

yoai'H and tnaibles. 

Hiieh are the quark'll c»fa Briti^li Hibalterii, Tlie 
home of a Bmme<i pair may 1 h* Maiiewbai more 
roiniortaNe, and the residence of a man in high 
office eonsiderabl} mon^ inagnifu‘enl ; l>nt the same 
characteristics pnnail everywhere. A spirit «?f smi- 
|‘Hikais order, ami a snug domestic air, are not to 
be attained in an Indian househ<»ld. At lK‘si a 
seiiii-barbarous qwufusion, an untidy splendour, and 
the absence of sordid cares, form the compensation 
for the loss of English eondbrk Btiil, tlic lady mast 
have her drawing-room, where she can tlispky her 
wedding presents, and the purchases which site 
imule at the Calcutta auctinns during the cold 
season before last. The Coiamissioner must have 
his sanctum, where ho can wallow in papers, and 
write lettei's of censure to liis ciffiectom, lettem of 
explanation to the Revenue Boaixl, and letiem of 
remonstrance to the local military authorities. Tlie 
ei)icure c^iunot do without a roofoii passjige ieiuling 
from his kitchen to his parlour; nor the sporting 
man without a loose Ih»x for the mare which he has 
entered for the Piautem' Plato at SoneiHire. ; Then, 
too, gentlemen of horticultund tastes like to devote 
a spare hour to superintending the labours of their 
gardenem: and the soil at tkwu|wre well repays 
attention. Most kinds of Eurot>can vegetables can 
be produced with success, wlule peaches and melons, 
shaddocks and limes, grow in native abunclaiiee: 
together with those fmits which nn old Qiii-hye loves 
so dearly, but which to a fresh English {'dilate are a 
poor substitute indeed for hautboys and ribstone 
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pippins; — the lUcingo, witli u Havour Jike Lurpentine, 
and the banana, with a flavour like an over-ripe 
pear ; the guava, which has a taste of strawberriefS, 
and the custard-apple, which has no perceptible 
taste at all. 

None of those institutions which render the 
ordinary life of tlie English officer in India >some- 
what less monotonous and objectless were wanting 
at (Jawnpore. There was a church, whose fair white 
tower, rivsing among a group of lofty* trees, for more 
than one dull and dusty mile greets the eyes of the 
traveller on the road from Lucknow. That church, 
which has stood scathless through such strange 
vicissitudes, will soon be superseded by a more 
imposing temple, built to commemorate the great 
disaster of our race. There were mooting-houses 
of divers Protestant persuasions, a Roman Catholic 
chapel, and a mission of the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel. There was a race-course, as 
thei'c is in every sjiot throughout the East where a 
handful of our countrymen have got together; a 
theatre, where the ladies of the garrison with good- 
natured amusement witnessed cornets and junior 
magistrates attempting to rei^resent female whims 
and graces; a Freemasons' lodge, where the woik 
of initiation and instruction went merrily on in 
a temperature of 100"' in the shade. There was 
a racket-court, and a library, and news-rooms, and 
billiard-rooms. There were the assembly-rooms, 
where dinners were given to imssing Govemors- 
General, and balls to high official <lanies, where 
questions of precedence were raised, and matches 
m^ide and broken. There was a breakfast club, 
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wliitrhur lacu rcpuireii atWr tlivir mlv to dihtiiNs tin* 
powers that be o\er their luoniiiig toast, at that 
Bieal Ko <lcar to Britons from the llinyilayus to 
Point cie Oalle, HBcl from thi‘8tulej to lloiig-Koiig; 
whether, UK tliroiighout Beiigah it ht* teriiUHl **liule 
breakfast,” or, as at iladras, it Ik* known bv the title 
of early tea/' There was the baml-stamh the very 
heart and eeiitre of ap-euuiitry fashion, where the 
wit and beauty and gailant.ry of llie station were 
nightly wont to congi’cgait*. There was the ice-dub, 
for the manuhieture and supply of that luxury which 
Kcotnes a necessity under the lujpic of Chancer;-- 
which more favoiire<l t*a!cutta obtains straight fr<»m 
the danadiau hikes, with Xcwfaualland codfish and 
Pennsylvanian a]>|>les enibedde<! in tlie crystal mass. 
The markets were well supplied with fish, desh, am! 
fowl, at a cost that wouhl gladden the heart of an 
English housewife, thougli Anglo-Indians complain 
loudly of the rise in prices, and grumble at being 
forced to* pay sixpence a poim<i for mutton, and 
three shillings for a fat turkey. In the game season, 
(jiiailB, wild ducks, snipe, and black partridges were 
dieap and abundant; and a dish of ortolans, a 
treat which in Europe is conliued to Italian tourists 
and Parisian milliouaires, was a common laljunci to 
the second eoume at Oawnpore dinner-tables. 

The quartei-H of the native troops presented a very 
dijSerent appearance from the English bungalows. 
Sepoy lines, generally speaking, consist <d' long rows 
of huts built of mud on a framework of bamboos, 
and thatched with straw. Every soldier has his own 
cabin, in which ho keeps an inconceivable (|iiantiiy 
of female relations, from his grandmother down- 
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wards. Tiiere he rules supreme, lor no Sahib, be 
he ever so enthusiastic on the subject of sanita- 
tion and drainage, would care to intrude upon the 
mysteries of a sepoy household. At the ends of 
each row stand the habitations of the native officers 
attached to the company : two or three cabins round 
a tiny court-yard, fenced in with a mud wall a few 
feet in height. The sepoy, unlike a European 
soldier, never becomes wholly military in lus tastes 
and habits. The dearest ambition of a villager is 
to increase the number of huts on his little premises, 
and that ambition is not to be quenched even by 
drill and pipe-clay. 

Each of the regiments had a bazaar peculiar to 
itself^ crowded with j^^ople employed in supplying 
the wants, and ministering to the pleasures of the 
battalion which honoured them with its patronage. 
Sutlers, corn-merchants, rice-merchants, sellers of 
cotton fabrics, of silver ornaments, of tobacco and 
stupefying drugs, jugglers, thieves, swarms of pros- 
titutes, fakeers, and Thugs retired from business, 
made up a motley and most unruly population, which 
was with difficulty kept in some show of order by 
the energy of Sir George Parker, the cantonment 
magistrate. The united crew of these dens of 
iniquity and sedition did not fall short of forty 
thousand in number. 

The sepoys were tall men, the average height in 
a reghnent being five feet eight inches, and, seen 
from a distance, in their scarlet coats and black 
trousers, they presented a sufficiently militaiy ap- 
pearance. But, on^-^earer inspection, there was 
something in P\<^ect displeasing to an eye 
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aretisioiHiMl to t-hu hk‘1i <»i' Aidci>li<>t aiitl i-Iialoiis, 
No Oriciitui seeiuh at ease in Ktiropean t*o.siiiine,— 
least nf all in the Knglisli unifonn tlien Mulear to 
the heart of the old tailor eoloiuds The natiTO sol- 
dier in full dress wore a ludh-roiisand ahnosl- paihetie 
air of inuN'isiness and rigidity. II is (dolhes liiing on 
him us though he wtox* a very angular woodiii frame. 
Whether from eonseiousn(‘ss of the figure \Uiieli lie 
eiit in his red tunie, or from an insiim'tive fear of 
the eontaiuinatifm eoniuined iii t *hristiaii f‘lotln the 
sepoy was no sooner dismissed from parade or re- 
lieved from guard than he hastened to doff every 
shred of the dress provided by Movermneni. Clad 
in the iinprofessi(auil )>ut more (*ongenial eostmne 
of a, very scanty pair (d‘ linen drawers, he might he 
seen itow seated uv<‘r a pile of rice or a huge ban- 
nock, cooked for him by the wtanen of his family; 
now, ].>erforining the copious ablutions, tlu‘ obliga- 
tion to which constitutes the single virtue of las 
national religion ; now, submitting the crown of his 
liead to the barber for a periodical shave; now, 
perchance, discussing with a circle of coinrmles the 
IH’obability of the Emperor of the Russimis joining 
ift^iudier Napoleon and the King of Roiim in 
d!e;stroymg the iH>wer of the Kitst Indian 

Hisply.,was seven rupees, or fourteen shillings, a 
month. Bmall as this sum may ap|>ear to us, it 
v/m amply sufficient to endow tlm Hei>«iy with far 
higher social consideration than is mijoyed by a 
pri^'ate soldier in European coimirios. The purest of 
pure Brahmins, his faith forb^iklnm from spending 
much money on the his annetite* 
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The most confirmed gourmand in the battalion could 
^'-fievcr dream of a better dinner tlian some coarse 
fish from a neighbouring tank, flavoured by a band-* 
fill ol* spices ground between two fragments of a 
gravestone abstracted from the last English ceme- 
tery on the line of march. Such luxuries as these 
could be procured at a rate that left even the 
private soldier a large margin whence to provide 
for any other calls that might be made upon his 
purse. He accordingly was regarded as a very 
considerable personage by the native populace. A 
peasant-proprietor or small shopkeeper thought it 
no small honour to receive an offer of mariiage for 
his daughter from a gentleman serving in the ranks 
of the Company's army, and the sepoy was not slow 
to make use of his matrimonial advantages. A 
column of native troops on the march was accom- 
panie i fimo bimion to station by an endless string 
of sn ‘‘liU'S, each eonf.niiting ow or two veiled 
ladie , |N"‘ ‘.;uo‘iMy ^ouag pretty;’ 0ae at fwa 
withmo vcihu cory inilubitably aW and oe:fy: to- 
gether with ui dusky brats with ettoimoiiH, 

stomachs, stark naked, wirh tim idraost. noihiaal ex- 
ception of a piece of tape fastened round ^ 

In spite of his excellent pay, the native soldier 
was almost invariably deep in debt. A strong sense 
of family ties, an extreme generosity towards poor 
connections, is a marked trait in the Hindoo cha- 
racter. Whenever an Indian official steps into an 
income, relations of every degree flock from all parts 
of the continent to prey upon his facile*affection, and 
the prospect of sharing the corner of a sepoy's hut 
and the parings of his pay proved sufficiently attrac- 
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tivo to brill**' into rnutuiiiiK.utN berils of roniitrv 
misins from Rohilfuml mid Simhaba.l. NoitluV 
wonM soveii rupoos a montli adoipiatelj defray tin* 
occasional extravagances enjoined by “dnstonr” or 
custom: cliistoor, the breat,h' of a ffindoo's nostrils 
tlie motive of his actions, tlie staple of Ids converea- 
t.ion, the tyrant of his life. It lias fre<iuently happenoil 
1*Iiat a private soldier has eelebratt'd a marriage feast 
at a cost of three Innidred nipees, to obtain wbich In* 
must sell himself body and son! to one of those 
griping, ratbless nsurei-s who an* the bugbeam of 
Oriental society. * 

At the cnmmeiieement of the condition of 
the native aniiy was nusatislhetory in the highest 
degree. An impari.ial observer could not Ihil at even' 
turn to note .syiii}it,oins which proved lx*yond the 
possibility ot a doubt that a bad spirit was abroad 
But, unfortunately, tlioso who had the lK*st opixu-' 
tunity for observing these .s^vinptoms vv(‘re not im- 
partial. The officei’s of tlie old Bengal aruiv reganled 
their soldiem with a fond credulity that was above* 
susiMcion and deaf to evidence : and no wonder : for 
on the hdelity of bliat, amiy was stakeii all that they 
lield mo.st dear— profe-ssional reputation, sra-ial .staud- 
mg the means of life, and, finally, life itself. If, was 
m deference to their parrlonable but nmst fatal pre- 
judices that on tills ominous subject .silence was 
enforeed during the yearn which pWded the out- 
break. It was to please their pride of class that the 
tongues of more discerning men were tied, and their 

fhT ir ™ General Jacob, 

the stout Lord Warden of the Scindo Marches, wrote 

and expostulated with all his native energy an.l fire 
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Threatened and frowned on by his employers, Rncored 
at by his fellow-officers as an agitator and a busy- 
body, he was at length brought to ackno\yledgc that 
the tone of the Bengal army was a matter on which 
a wise man did well to hold liis peace. Sir Charles 
Napier, whose excellent military judgment, matured 
in European camps, revolted at a state of things so 
fraught with peril and scandal, learned too late that 
not even the glory of Meeanee could protect him from 
the consequences of having presumed to call in 
question the faith of the sepoy. As the only apparent 
effect of his admonitions the turbulent and warlike 
province of Oude was annexed to our territory, and 
the ranks of our army were swelled by the addition 
of thousands of disaffected native mercenaries. 

That discipline was lax, that insubordination was 
afoot had long been known by many who dared not 
speak out the truth. As far back as the year 1845 
there occurred a case in which a regiment broke into 
open mutiny, and pelted its officers through canton- 
ments with the material employed in road-mending, 
a customary missile in Bengalee riots. A party pf 
native infantry on a night march presented an 
appearance, absurd indeed, but to a thoughtful 
spectator not without serious significance. The men 
struggled along, carrying in their hands some beloved 
pipe, their most treasured possession, while their 
muskets were carelessly flung into the bullock-carts, 
in which not a few sepoys were snoring comfortably 
amidst the baggage. Even those on foot dozed as 
they walked, with that unaccountable capacity, com- 
mon to all Hindoos, of going to sleep under the most 
adverse circumstances ; the collar of their great-coat 
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tunu^l up and w its p!a(M‘ In a <lrip uf calico; 
their cars prot<‘Ctc‘(l l>y h>ld.s of oloili piisM*d limlar- 
ijca-ih flH' cldn and fasicnc<! ovor thotopof the hcjah 
with ii rcgimtnital thra|^a>eap |K*n‘bcd on the snimnit 
of this unsightly and uninariial ht*a<l“gcrtr. In some 
corps men had so n‘spcct for military rule aiul 
custom as t.o strip otF t.lnar uniforms even when on 
guard, ’’rhere were ihost* who in great part attri- 
buted these irregularities to the altolilion of eorptanl 
punishment eftectetl by Lord William Lent iiu^k, that 
wise and true friend of the native population of 
India.! It is to he hoped, for the cause of humanity 
and enlightenment, that nnm wlio so trliink are mis- 
taken in their opinion. It. cannot, liowevtu; bt^ 
denied that, whatever hc‘ tin* reastag there was truth 
iu the words spoken to a tuvilian hy an old pensioned 
native officer: — ^*Ah, Sahib!" said tinj veteran, 
*‘the army has ceased to hairf" 

At the siege of Mooltan, where nat ive iri>ops froju 
all parts of India were eollectctl into one army, the 
vile temper of the Bengal si*poys ami the (extraor- 
dinary indulgence dis}>layed towanis them by their 
officers became painfully apparent.. Tltest* insolent 
high-caste mercenaries positivedy refused to labour in 
the trenches, and eudeavonrcMl to induct^ or force 
the modest and tmsty Bombay Holdiem to follow 
their example. On oin? occasion a mob of tlicse 
rascals, being unable to iicn-siifnle a fatigiie-paity of 
Bombay men to strike work, proceeded to revile 
and at length to stone their wortliier comrades. A 
captain in a rifle regiment marked the ringleaders, 
but the Bengal officem flatly declined to take any 
steps in the math^r, and the story was hushed up 
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ill order tliat their fceliugs might be spared* And 
even in 1857; at the time when mutiny and murder 
were rife from Peshawur to Dacca, each particular 
colonel was firmly impressed with the idea that his 
battalion would be the Abdiel of the army, faith- 
ful only to its oath and salt, to the recollections of 
bounty-money and the hopes of pension. ''Pity,’' 
writes an ofScer of the Sixty-fifth regiment, " that 
" Europeans abusing a corps cahnol} be strung up.” 
On the 22nd of May a letter appeared in the Eng- 
lishnian newspaper from Oolonel Simpson, who com- 
manded the Sixth Bengal Infantryat the all-iinpoi'tant 
station of Allahabad. He was very indignant at the 
suspicions which had been expressed concerning the 
intentions of the men under his charge, who, accord- 
ing to him, " evinced the utmost loyalty* So fat 
" from being mistrusted, they arc our main protec- 
" tion.” Not many days after he was glad to escape 
into the fort with a ball through his arm, while his 
officers were being butchered by the men on whom 
he had placed so unbounded a reliance. The 
"staunchness” of the sepoys was at that time so 
common a topic with their chiefs that the expression 
became a by-word among Calcutta people; for at 
wliatever station the colonel most loudly, per- 
tinaciously, and angrily declared his regiment to be 
"staunch,” it was to that quarter that men looked 
for the next tidings of massacre and outrage. It 
was not till he saw his own house in flames, and the 
rupees from the Government treasury scattered 
broad-cast over the parade-ground — ^it was not till 
he looked down the barrels of sepoy muskets, and 
heard sepoy bullets whizzing round his ears, that an 

0 
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«lii B'Viij^a! otluvr lliiii* lii^ iiiea 

m'civ Hoi htaiiHrh as thov slioiiM lx» : aucl yet 
as wil! lie M*eiji in the eourni of iliis iisirriiiivt*, iliere 
iiiiglit oxisi a ile^ixn* of ami atlaeliiiieiii 

wliirli Was jiruof evni ag'aiii^l lliat **r<;li‘itL 

liesjH'tl for tlio otii^alioii.H of bltHHl-rolalioiisIiiji 
is so siroii;^^ ill I la* Himloo uiiiai, lltal johlirry iiipI 
iiojKttiMii tlianisli in Orioiilal sorit*l\ hi an exteiil 
wliieli woaid seem iucuiieeivaldy aiidatmtus in the 
folder iiiKigiiiatioii ol‘ a Wesierii public servant 
The system of family pHtroiut*4c runs througii all 
ranks and classes. The Imliaii jialge lo\es to siir- 
roiiud liimsclf with clerks of the eoiirl and ushei-s 
from the ranks of his own kindred. The Indian 
Miperintmaieiii of police prefers lo ha\e ahoiil him 
iiispeelom and sergeants, liound to his inleresi by 
nearer ties ilian tliose of official itcfiendence. The 
hem! lx?arer fills bis masters house with young 
barbarians from his native \jllage; ami in like 
manner, the veieniu M*|Mj'ys took measures to keep 
the regiment supplied with reennis from the neigh* 
bourhoml in which tiuw themselves Itml lanm l^orii 
and bred. ]Xt> strapping }onng Tmvarry, or Faiidy. 
who had a mind to shoulder a. (Jom|miiyV musket 
and touch the (jompaiiy'« rujioes, Inal long I# wtiil 
for a place in the section of which the sergeant wti« 
IiLh uncle ^md the eoriHiral his brother-in-kw. On 
the other haml a ntranger wxm soon driven from the 
reghnont by that untiring and orgunized social op* 
pressioin in which military iinai, nearer home have 
HometimcH provwl themHelvcH raieptH. And so it 
came to pass in the couwe of timo^ that tlm com- 
imiy partook of tlie nature of a family, and the 
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battalion of the nature of a clan. The con«e(jUeiice 
was, that there existed a sympathy and freouxasomy 
throughout the rankvS of quite another tendency from 
that tone of regimental patriotism and martial 
brotherhood, known in European armies by the title 
of esprit do corps. Such a state of things atforded 
peculiar facilities for conspiring* A disaffected body 
of sepoys possessed the power of a host, and the 
discretion of a clique. The most extensive and 
peiilous designs could be matured in perfect secrecy, 
and carried into effect by the weight of a vast and 
unanimous multitude. 

The real motive of the mutiny was the ambition 
of the soldiery. Spoilt, ffattered, and idle, in the 
insolence of its presumed strength that i^ampercd 
army thought nothing too good for itself, and 
nothing too formidable. High-caste Brahmins all, 
proud as Lucifer, they deemed that to them of right 
belonged the treasures and the enij)ire of India. 
Hampered with debt, they looked for the day of a 
general spoliation. Chafing under restraint, they 
panted to indulge themselves in unbridled rapine 
and licence. They were bent upon the foundation 
of a gigantic military despotism. They looked for- 
ward to the time wdien Soubahdam and Jemmadars 
should be Maharajas and Nawabs ; when the taxes 
should be collected by sepoy receivers-general, and 
paid into sepoy treasuries ; when every private 
should have his zenana full of the loveliest daughters 
of Lahore and Eohilcund; xvhen gTeat landholders 
from Bundelcund and Orissa should come with cases 
of diamonds to beg a favourable decision from 
Mungul Bandy ; when great merchants from Liver- 
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JMK>1 ami Marseilles shoukl ruine witli bags of su\e- 
reig'tts ask leave i>l Peer Biix to establish a lao 
tury ai Muilah or CluiiHbaiiagoiv, Tluy eviiiein! 
an'etinal eonleini^t for all the t»t.lu‘r classes of 
the iiihabiiaiits of lialia. They ai^spised the ex- 
eelleut armies of Boiubay aial Mailras, aial their 
insoleiiec was reipiiled witli bitter aversioia They 
looked down ou the Ghoorkas as savages, mid pre- 
sullied to regard the heroes oi Ciiilliauwallali and 
Forozeshah <is a coiajuered raee ; as if it was 
sepoy prowess which, alter more than one series of 
fierce and ilubious battles, had prevailed over the 
brave and haughty warriors of the Ibuijaub ! Ami 
at length, in the ]>leuitude of their pride and folly, 
tliey began to cull in t|uestion the efiieacy of the 
English naiiie. 

We had, indeed, been uegiigenl. We had been 
improvident ev^eu to madness. Home iwent\' thou- 
sand European troops were scattered over the con- 
tinent of India, for the security which seventy 
thousand arc now held to be barely sufficient. In 
the May of 1857, from Meerut in the North-west, 
to Uinaporo in tlie South-east, two wtak British 
regiments tmly were to be found. In these tlays, 
a battMion of English infantry may be placed at 
any important city in our dominions within the 
twenty-four houiu Then, all the field-batteiies 
tliroughout the entire region of Glide, with a single 
exception, were manneil by native gunnel's and 
drivers. Now, in every station on the plains, the 
artillerymen, the trained workmen of warfare, with- 
out whom in modem times an aimed force is helpless, 
are one and all our own countrymen. Tlien, our 
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only conimunication was along roads which the first 
rains turned into strips of bog, and up rivers trea- 
cherous with crossing current and changing sand- 
banks. Now, througii the heart of every province, 
there runs, or soon will run, those lines of rail 
and lines of wire, which defy alike season and 
distance. 

The natives of India possess a sharp insight into 
matters that come within the limits of their own 
sphere, but are strangely ignorant of all that passes 
beyond those limits. The sepoy ringleaders knew to 
<a man the strength, or rather the weakness, of Euro- 
jDcan forces in the North of India. But, inci'edible 
as it may appear, they were firmly impressed with 
the idea that they saw with their eyes the whole 
extent of our resources. Public opinion in Hin- 
dostan placed the population of the British Isles at 
something over a hundred thousand souls. This error 
was so universal that a native who did not share jp 
the hallucination was sure to be a man of superior 
discernment and rare strength of mind. Hyder Ali 
and Eunjeot Sing, the Hannibal and the Mithriclates 
of India, had often in their mouths the same phrase 
ooncorning the power of the Company. They feared, 
they would say, not what they saw, but what they 
did not see. Jung Bahadour, the far-famed Mayor 
of the Palace of Nepaul, when the first dull rumour 
of the coming crisis began to be bruited, paid a visit 
to England on purpose to learn for himself what the 
state of the case really was ; and returned firmly re- 
solved not to take part against a power which could 
raise at a pinch hundreds of millions of money, and 
Imnclreds of thousands of men. On one occasion 
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clnrin^y the t4*onl>lo?i, n jmrl of sopoj.s attnckecl :^oino 
guns worked by Hikb nii-illeryiiioii, uiily to bo boaioo 
off with heavy li>hs* Tlu^ oIM<ty m t^liargx* of i]u\ 
battery wa.K much amused ixi lit^anag one of the men 
say to liis comrades, those fools of paudies had 
''ever been at. Battses* Hotel, Rlroet, Oxford 
" Bt.reet, the}" \vouI<l !iot have come on so botllyf* 
On inquiry, it appt>ared that this jiidicions Pnnjahee 
had gone to London in the service of‘ some Anglo- 
Indian, where, as he stood ati the mmith of Verc^ 
Street, he might see passing to and from Hyde Park 
in a single day as many Sahibs as woiibl sloek two 
such towns as Loodianali or Fniritsur. 

The eonvietion that all (mr available male popu- 
lation was already in Iinlia began lo ]>o shaken as, 
regiment after regiment, brigade ujMui brigade, angry 
fighting men of Saxon race came pouring up from 
Calcutta in a continuous stream, by roa<I, b}’ rail, 
and by river. And 3"et that eoiivietion lingered long. 
Whon the magnifleent array collected for the final 
siege of Lucknow passe^l through fhwnporo, our 
Sikh allies would have it thati Sir Colin, like the 
stage-managei' at Astley*s Theatre, marched his men 
in at one end of the town and out at the other, and 
then brought them back outside the walls to repeat 
the same manoeuvre. When the mutineers fimt 
caught sight of the Highland costume, they cried 
with joy that the men of ’England had been ex- 
hausted, and that the Company hail begp reducal to 
call out the women. They soon hml reason to repent 
their mistake, and thenceforwai'd adopted a theory 
more consistent with the fact, for they held that the 
petticoats were ilesigned t,o remind their wearers thaf. 
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they had been sent to India to exact vengeance for 
the murder of the English ladies. 

The insolence and greed of tlie soldiers, their ini- ' 
patience of discipline, and their lust of power, were 
the effective causes of the outbreak. But the proxi- 
ma.te cause was the fancied insult which had been 
offered to their national religion. Upon this most 
vexed question, a distinguished civil servant, who 
held high office in Calcutta during those eventful 
months, is wont to say that he could never trust the 
judgment of a man who maintains that the greased 
caiiiridges had little to do with the mutiny. The 
mind of the sepoy reeked with religious prejudice. 
He liad adopted his profession in accordance with 
tlie dictates of his superstition. He belonged to a 
sacred order, and his life was one long ceremony. 
He could not prepare liis simple food without clear- 
ing for liimself a separate plot of ground secure 
from the intrusion of others. Should a stranger step 
into this magic ring, the food which he had cooked 
was thrown untasted away. When some Bengal 
regiments were seiwing in China, it occasionally hap- 
pened that an unlucky native of the country, intent 
on theft or barter, set his profane foot within the 
hallowed circle, and was immediately saluted with 
a volley of threats and missiles from the outraged 
soldier whose meal he had spoiled. The bewildered 
wretch would take to flight across the camping-ground, 
plunging through the kitchens, defiling dinners by 
the score, and, in whatever direction he turned, 
rousing about his ears a swarm of indignant hungry 
Brahmins. Even if the sepoy was inclined to be- 
come lax in his observances, there were not wanting 
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gliOBtly mlvisorB to olioek ld> latitniliiiariaii lon- 
cicncicB. A balialioii no laaroli was iisiiully 
by two or ibree tiiktWs, llo* blualt^tl liltliy, siaisual 
waiHliwiiig friars oi tbo Kast ; wikbluokiiig tbllows, 
ill orange or saliuon-<*oIonnH} liittai, if by good lack 
|»hey deigned io wear any el4>t lies at ail: their locks 
of long hair matted in strang4* fashion with grease 
and dirt; their bodies ^|lrinklt‘d with ashes and 
daubed Avith coai*se paint. Ho pendeions and irn*- 
gular a custom was lua ti^loratCHl in tin* PresideneicH 
(if Bombay and Madras: but in Bengal llu‘se hallows 
were highly regarded by the soldiers, and did duty 
as imofRcial regimental chaplains. 

'Pi\e parts tallow, iivi* ]>art'S sti^arinc^ and mie part 
Avax, were the ingredients (d‘ that unsavonry coni|>oKi- 
tion, the memoiy of Avhich will InaiecdbrAvard in^Aa*r 
perish as long as England has hist.my and India has 
tradition. Captain Boxer, of the Royal LaboratorA’ 
at Woolwich, Avas (piite unable to offer any decided 
opinion as to the particular description of animal 
from Avhicli the talloAv Avas derived, but was certain 
that the mixture was innocent of hogs lard. Not so 
thought the Brahmins of the regiments stationed in 
the vicinity of the capital From about the middle 
of January 1857 omvaid, certain vague* and uncom- 
foiiable paragi^aplis peer out from time to time in 
the Calcutta journals, A rumour has Iwen current 
“among the sepoys at Dumdum and Barraekpore 
“that they are to be baptized, and wo hoai* that 
“they are greatly alaiined in conse(|uence. It 
“ should be explained to tbem tlmt tlie only ecre- 
“mony of the kind to AAdiich scddiers are required 
“ to submit is the baptism of fire/' Again, a letter 
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from Barrackpore aimonnceB that bungalows hero 
are set fire to every night.” On the ] 0th of 
February, '' a Hindu ” solemnly warns the Governor- 
General thus: “My Lord, this is the most critical 
‘^time ever reached in the administration of British 
India. Almost all the independent native Princes 
“and Eajahs have been so much offended at the 
“late Annexation policy, that they have begun to 
“ entertain deadly enmity to the British empire in 
“India. Moreover, as for the internal defences of 
“the emj)ire, the cartridge question has created a 
“ strenuous movement in some portions of the Hindu 
“ sepoys, and will spread it through all their ranks 
“over the “whole country to the gTeat insecurity of 
“ British rule.” Thcvse notices, which we now read 
by the light of a terrible experience, appear side 
by side with satirical poems on their more fortunate 
comrades by military officers who cannot get civil 
employ; advertisements of a fancy fair for the 
advancement of native female education ; and a pro- 
position to ap23oint a committee of “ eligible young 
civilians ” to indemnify the ladies whose European 
bonnets have been ruined by the dust of the course. 
Ei"e many months were flown, eligible young civilians 
had far other matters to occupy their attention. 

At length, on the 26th of February, the Nineteenth 
Bengal Native Infantry, quartered at Berhampore, 
being dhected to parade for exercise with blank 
ammunition, refused to obey the command, and in 
the course of the following night turned out with a 
great noise of drumming and shouting, broke open 
the bells of arms, and committed other acts of open 
mutiny. By order of the Governor-General the 
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rcgimont was <lisanjUMl, iaar<*lH‘il tiowii to Barrack- 
pore, a distance of smnetliiitg o\er a hiiinlred 
and then' ilisl)ande<l by Major-gtaieral lltOTsey, who 
performed his tryiiig task with iaiergy, <lisc*refciun, and 
cotirage* As y(*t there had been no blood shed ; but 
far worse was soon to eome. Tht' Tldrly-fonrtli 
Native Infantry had for some* time past been ripe 
for revolt. There wen' m'arly six hnmlred high-easie 
men in the ranks, ami the corps was stationed among 
local associations which h^stt'red the most lively 
emotions in tlie minds of nnai in a state of high 
religions excitement. In the' year BaiTaek- 

poi'c had been the scene of a military tnmnlt which 
hml been repn'ssed witii timely si^veriiy. One of 
the ringleaders, a Brahmin st'poy, had betm hanged 
in the presence of his comrades, lids man was 
regarded as a martyr; the s])ot where li<‘ nn»t his 
fete, on tlio edge of a largi' tank, was still pointc*d 
out to each new-comer, and the brass imph'ments 
witli whieli he performed his acts of wm'ship had 
been i}reserved in the (ptarter-gnard as rt'iics of the 
departed saint. 

The regiment was at that time' commanded by an 
officer who thus describes himself. I beg to stak' 
*Hhat it has been my invariable plan to act mi the 
broad line which Scriptttre enforces, that is, to 
*kspeak without reserve to every person, Wlion I 
''therefore address natives on the subject of re- 
“ligion, whether individually or collectively, it has 
"been no question with me whether the person or 
"persons I addressed belonged to this or that 
"regiment, or whether he is a shopkeeper, mer- 
" chant, or otherwise, bnt I speak to all alike, 
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as; sinners in the sight of God ; and I have no 
‘hloubt til at I have often in this way (indeed, am 
'' (|iiite certain,) addressed sepoys of my own 
'' regiment, as also of other regiments at this 
''and other stations whei’o I have been quartered. 
"... As to the question whether I have endeavoured 
"to convert sepoys and others to Christianity, I 
"would humbly reply that this has been my object ; 
"and, I conceive, it is the aim and end of every 
" Christian who speaks the Word of God to another, 
" namely, that the Lord would make him the 
"happy instrument of converting his neighbour 
"to God.^' 

On the 20th of March, a piivate of the Thirty- 
fourth, Mungul Tandy by name, under the combined 
influence of religious frenzy and intoxicating drugs, 
took into his head to swagger about in front of the 
lines, musket in hand, bawling: "Come out, you 
" blackguards ! Tbo Europeans are upon ns 1 From 
"biting these cartridges we shall become infidels I 
" Get ready ! Turn out, all of you 1 ’’ This conduct 
in the course of time brought down upon him the 
Adjutant and the Sergeant-major, which in no wise 
disconceided Mungul Pandy. He shot the officer’s 
horse, disabled his bridle arm, and finally, with the 
assistance of some of the holdest among his com- 
rades, desperately wounded and drove off both the 
Europeans. The Colonel next appeared on the 
stage. Here again it may be best to quote his 
own words: "The native officer at length ordered 
" the gitard to advance. They did so, six or seven 
" paces, and halted. The native officer returned to 
"me, stating that none of the men would go on, 



(‘AWXPOBK 




*2S 

** T felt, it WAS u,sele>s g'eiiig tm any fimlier in tlie 
‘'matter* Heine tme, a native in undress, mentioned 
“io me that the sepoy in front wa-- a Brahmin, 
"‘and that ne <»ne wowU hnvi him. ! etinsidered 

it (}uito useless, and a useless saf‘ritiee of life, to 
''order a European oftieerwith the ^i^mard to seiK(‘ 
'‘him, as he wonl<h m* doubt, havi‘ pieked off tin* 
'' European offieer, without his rtHan’vino any assist.- 
*'an<?efrom the ^imrd. I t hen left t he onard, and 
''reportetl the niattcu* to tln^ Briondier**’ 

ITortunately there was at hand a man who had 
no scniple alxnit tlie life of at least one European 
olBficer. Before many minutes had (dapsc*d General 
Hearsey rode on to the para<le-oTomnl, and found it 
already covered with an agitated mob of sepoys, 
amongst whom might here and there lie seen an 
English officer doing his best to prevent, his men 
from following the example of Mungnl Pimdy, who 
had by this time reloaded Ins musket., and was now 
stalking about in the presence of his regiment, 
which had got together round the quarter-guard, 
brandisliing his dripping sword, and shouting : 
''You have excited me to <lo this, and now, you 
" blackguards, you will not join me ! An officer 
called out to Heai'sey, " Have a care I His musket 
" is loaded ! '' The GeHoral ropHecI, " Damn Ids 
musket I” an oath coneendng which every tnie 
Englishman will maki* the customary invocation to 
the Eecording Angel 

Hearsey summoned the guard to advance, but the 
native officer answered as before* Tlie Oeneml, 
however, by a significant motion of his revolver, 
gave the Jcminadar to undei’stand that this time 
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lie liad to deal with a liian of a very different stamp 
from the Colonel The guard, accordingly, went 
forward; the Jemniadar in front, watched on either 
side by a young Hearsey, pistol in hand. Their sire 
himself rode straight at the mutineer, who, seeing 
that the game was up, turned the muzzle to his own 
breast, touched the trigger with his toe, and fell 
severely hurt. Ho was secured, and conveyed to 
the hospital; and the concourse dispersed quietly 
to their lines, after having been roundly taken 
to task by the General for their cowardice and 
unsoldierlike behaviour in standing by without 
moving a finger while their officers were being cut 
to pieces. 

Mungul Tandy w^ condemned by court-martial, 
and duly hanged on the 8th of April At first there 
was some difficulty about finding an executioner. 
Public opinion had become less squeamish before 
the year was out. From this miserable fanatic was 
taken the name of '' Pandy,'' which in Anglo-Indian 
slang signified mutineer. 

Seven companies of the Thirty-fourth regiment 
were disbanded, after all pecuniaiy claims had .been 
discharged. The closing effect was dramatic enough. 
General Hearsey made the men a spirited hai'angue, 
reminding them of their misdeeds, and giving some 
hints as to their future conduct which they would 
have done well to have laid to heaii}. Then came 
the parting; not without tears, it is said, on both 
sides. The sepoys stripped off their accoutrements, 
and were ferried across the river, bag and baggage, 
in Government steamers, and there sent about their 
business* In order to disprove the rejDort that the 
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OompiUiy had dohi^ns uguin^t Uieir roligbii, they 
were inforuieil that eveiy' facility woiiM be atibrded 
tlicui for \ihitiiig lliudoi» hhriues tjf repuie before 
they bent their j^Iciks iowurdn their villages in Oude 
and Bahar. 

Unfuriimaiel}' fur iheiuselvesj tlu* luen the two 
regiments broken up at JL>arraek|H.u'e wiTc bent upon 
doing a far less innocent service to the cause of 
their taith than that of feeing, out of the arrears of 
their pay, the priests of Jiiggeniaiith and Tripety* 
The most active and determined among their number 
deliberately proceeded to s]a'ead over the wliole 
continent of India the tidings of the late occur- 
renccs, told with more than Oriental exaggeration, 
and received with more than Oiteuiul credulitjv No 
society of rieli and civilized Christians, who ever 
undertook to preach the gospel of peace and good- 
will, can have employed a more perfect sj’siem of 
organization than was adopted hj these luscals, 
whoso yiissiun it was to prcitch the gospel of sedition 
and slaughter. By twos and threes, in various 
disguises, and on divers pretexts, they found their 
Avay to every native regiinent in the three Presi- 
dencies. Wherever they went they related how 
the Queen of England h^al comm^uxded that the 
Hindoos and Mussulmans of India should be made 
Christians, come w'hat might; how tlie (Jovernor- 
General, the Great Lord Sahib, hiul reingnstraied 
with her, saying that he must liiBt sky three 
hundred thousand holy and loaintHl men of both 
religions ; how the Queen had rtyoined, Let it thai 
be done ; ” how the Great Lord Baliib hml resolved 
to begin with the army, ttnd had ordered the troops 

f 
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to bite cartrklgeB Biiieared with the hit of cow and 
pig; how the yepoys at BaiTack 23 ore had bravely 
resisted the tyrannous and accursed mandate; how 
some had testified to the death, and some had 
suffered bonds and scourging, and all had been 
deiorivcd of their rank and calling, and robbed of the 
2)ensions which they had earned by valour and 
fidelity and ancient service. Then their hearers 
were warned that a like fate was in store for all; 
that a strenuous and united effort could alone save 
their freedom and their religion ; and that the hour 
was fast approaching when the Brahmins of the 
army must rule, or bo for ever slaves and Christians. 
Sometimes it was a coujjIo of fakeers perched on 
an ele2)hant; sometimes a jparty of country-peo^de 
on their way to the Ganges for their annual dij) in 
the sacred stream ; a gang of gij)sies ; a string of 
camel-drivers ; or a trooiJ of musicians escorting a 
celebrated nautch-dancer to her home in Cashmere 
after a vsuccessful season in Bengal. However it 
might be, it invariably ha2>|^ened that, a few hours 
after the strangers had entered the station, the 
bazaar and the cantonments were in a ferment of 
gossip and conjecture; the sepoys at once grew sulky 
and idle; the Mohammedans of the town became 
insolent, and the Hindoos 2-)ert. The very domestic 
servants appeared to share the contagion ; the cooks 
got drunk, and the grooms stupid ; the water-carrier 
omitted to fill the bath, and the butler to ice the 
Moselle ; the peon spent twice his usual number of 
hours in conveying a note to the next compound but 
one; while the bearem delighted to insult their 
mistress by smoking under her window, and coming 
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barelicadcMl iuk> her preseiiee, uheueViT ihi* Hahil* 
was well out of the waj'. 

Ti> us, who from the staiaiui^-point of eoiiiplete 
and certain knowl(‘dge look back np«»n that Mart^h 
and April pregnant with a great and sombre fiitiiris 
it seems indeed miraculous that our countruncn 
then resident in India should not ha\e entertained 
a suspicion of what those mouths wtnild hring 
It appears incredible that the otliivrs should have 
lived their ordinary lives; hunting; dining; dancing: 
specidathig on the probable Inughi of the therime 
meter, and the possible (diances of promotion: while 
within a few yards of their (|uarters the men Wi're 
debating the programme of the t*oming nmiiin ; 
arranging who was to shoot down the Adjutant, and 
who was to fire the thatch of the ( bioners bungalow : 
discussing tlieir hopes of tessislunce from (iwalior, 
Kepauk and Sk Petersburg. Cun it be believed 
that morning after morning uttr countrymen looked 
down the row of dark faces and gleaming eves, an<l 
never dreamed that in all that aiTa\\ so fair and 
orderly to view, an}' lieart beat with a loftier 
ambition than could be satisfied In* a stripe or an 
epaulette; with a dctullier malice than might Im 
gmtifiod by tire disappomtiuent of some rival in 
the good opinion of the Soubahdar ? And yet so it 
Wiis. In spite of idl that was said and written 
concerning the childlike docility of the affectionate 
sepoy, confidence and regard did not exist between 
the officer and the soldier. That the eme hal once 
been for othowise was acknowledged on all sides, 
and the clmnge was noted by military men of the 
old school with regret, qualified by a slight tincture 
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of self-satisfaction. Young subalterns retorted that 
the ancient intimacy between superior and inferior 
was connected with the loose habits which disgraced 
Anglo-Indian society in days gone by, when the 
soldier pandered to the vices of his officer, or, at 
any rate, was cognizant of their existence. Those 
who have studied cause and effect will be slow to 
accept the theory that this estrangement between 
the mess-room and the lines was in any great 
measure due to the increased morality of the Indian 
army. 

The root of the evil lay in tlie withdrawal of 
officens from regimental duty for employment on the 
vStaff and in the civil posts; a custom so dear to 
all who bore the great and time-honoured names, 
which had been cons|)icuous in the Court of Dirfetors 
and at the Calcutta Council-board as far back as 
the time of Barwell and Warren Hastings. And 
yet, though family interest received due considera- 
tion from those who dispensed the good things of 
the service, it was unfortunate for the efficiency of 
the Bengal army that merit did not go without 
a share in the loaves and fishes. A young man 
on the threshold of his profession was recommended 
by his father, and entreated by his sisters, skilled 
like all Anglo-Indian ladies in the inscrutable 
mysteries of official success, to get away from Ids 
regiment as early as possible. The teaching of his 
relations was enforced by the golden words which 
dropped from the lips of the Chairman of the 
Honourable Court, when, on the prize-day at Addis- 
conibe, the lad stood forth blushing with modest 
pride, the Pollock medal in his hand, the sword of 
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honour under hisann,juula piliMn niilitar} liislorii^, 
cinbkzoned with the anus of tlie aeadeiuv, on the 
table before hiiu. After his arriud on Indian shores, 
the Biune ailviee was impressed upon him bv' his uiiele 
tlie Siidder judgt% his tamsin the jmiior-stTretarv. 
and his school-ehum ilu‘ pruhalii»nary-sulKissistant- 
cuinnussarv-genera 1 . 

Rich were the prizt^s open to the aspiring eadeis — 
rich, but far from rare. There were tin* politieai 
agencies at the courts of Holkar ami Seimiiaii ; 
at the seats of the ancient and rianantie dyiiiiKties 
of Rajpuotaua; at that European station whem*e. 
in dangerous proximity, an English residi^nt still 
watches with anxious glance rhe infrigiu*s an<i ft‘uds 
which agitate the nest of Aruh and Hohilla mit- 
throats, w'ho protect and terrify the Nizam of Hyder- 
abad. There were the Deputy-lbninuHsionei’ships 
oi Oude and the Pimjaub, whose otTUpants enjoyed 
a salary almost equal to that of a Ijolleetor in the 
more .settled provinces, with a far greater share tif 
power and resj^onsibility. There were the jKists 
in the branches of administration more exclusively 
military: the Uepartiiitmts of the Adjutunt~< h*nerai, 
the Quaiiienmuster-Generah the Commissary -tJeii- 
eral, and the Judge- Advocate-General finally, 
there were the numerous irregular corps in the 
Deccan and on the Noi^th-west Frontier, to each of 
which were attjtclied some three* or four captains 
and Bubaltenis, who fully tippreeiakHl the increiise 
of their pay, and the excitement aliiirde«l by their 
critical and interesting duties. In short, apjMiiiil- 
ments which enablctl officers to make money and 
reputation faster than was possible for their les^s 



i THE STATION 35 

fortunate bretlireii who remained in the line, were ko 
numerous that, after family claims had been satisfied, 
the surplus sufficed to absorb all the most promis- 
ing and pushing youngsters in the Bengal Military 
Service. 

It was not only that this system drained the army 
of individual zeal and talent. The professional spirit 
of the mass could not thrive under so blighting 
an influence. The officers present with the corps 
gradually ceased to take pride in the conscientious 
performance of their regimental duties; for their 
employment upon those duties was a standing proof 
that they were wanting in ability and high official 
connection. It was very difficult to throw much 
enefgy and enthusiasm into such work as escorting 
treasure, guarding jails, inspecting the cross-belts 
and listening to the grievances of sepoys, while 
a junior lieutenant in the same battalion was 
coercing refractory Rajahs, or scouring the border 
at the head of five hundred wild Pathan horsemen. 
What wonder if, under these circumstances, men 
became sick at heart ? Disgusted at their position, 
they no longer made the welfare and happiness of 
their soldiers an all-important object : and neglect 
often deepened into aversion and contempt. The 
cadets, as was only too natural, caught the pre- 
vailing tone. Young men fresh from home are so 
shocked at the apparent deficiency in the Hindoo 
character of manliness, honesty, and self-respect, 
tlie qualities which Englishmen most regard, that, 
so to speak, their better impulses are apt to render 
them careless of the rights and sentiments of the 
native population. Do I not well to be insolent ? ” 



IK it (|iieKtion usktu} daily, in a luart* «»r k‘KK 
forui, by t<H3 many af onr coiiniryiuini in liidia. 
It requires a larger st<K*k of pliilostqdiy titan gene- 
rally falls to the share itf a lad of nintlecai in 
a new ret! coat, with his first inoiith s pay in the 
pocket, tA> realize the (*onvi<Iio!t that, an imperial 
people, who undertake tt> gtnern ttthei's, must first 
govern themselves; and that it is the htdglti of 
folly and CTueity to subjugate a hundred inillions of 
men, and tlien abuse them k^'anse they are as (loil 
made them, and not as Wi‘ would fain have tlieiiL 
And so it came to pass that to sent back io 
head-quarkn>^ was “a slmnie/’ regimental duty wa.N 
bore,'' and the sepoys were iiiggiu*sf' Tlnil 
hateful word, which is now c«instantiy on the tmigiie 
of all Anglo-Imlians, except civilians and niissioii- 
aiies, made its first appearance in decent sociei}* 
during the years wluch immediately preceded the 
mutiny. In a Bengtil cor]>s, wliether he were a 
grey "bearded Mohammedan soubahdar, the arbiter 
and ex|X)nent of regimental custom and tradition, 
or a higli-e^iiste Raj|>oot, or a Bikh videran marked 
with the scars of Bobruon; every man knew well 
tliat he wtis dubbed nigger'' by some slip of an 
ensign, who could not tell his right liaiid fitiin 
his left in any Oriental language. In hucIi an 
atmosphere how could mutual attachment exist, or 
mutual confidence ^ How could there not exist 
dislike and disaffection ; the bitterness of injured 
pride, and of feelings miHximhu*KtiK>d or heedlessly 
contemned ? 

' There were usually some eiglit or nine officers 
actually doing duty witli a battalion. A colonel and 
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doctor, i]a*ee or four captains and lieutenants, and 
three or four ensigns, formed what was in those 
days considered to be a very respectable comple- 
ment. The other members of the mess were 
far away from head-quarters, inditing minutes at 
Calcutta, deciding suits in some distant non-regula- 
tion province, or tracking the course of the Nile 
through the deserts of Nubia. Such, however, was 
not universally the case. Here and there might be 
found a corps where the regimental tone, that un- 
written and impalpable law, not passed in words, 
nor enforced by overt penalties, but obeyed in silence 
and without question, had ordained that staff em- 
ployment was not a legitimate object of ambition. 
The officers plumed themselves upon keeping all 
together, and rising one with another in the ordinary 
course of promotion. They shot tigers, and speared 
hogs, and played whist and billiards, and meanwhile 
looked well after their companies, and contrived to 
know something about the private histoiy and 
character of every man under their command. They 
voted it unfashionable to attempt to pass examina- 
tion in Hindostanee, success in which was an in- 
dispensable qualification for the staff : an ordeal 
fixmiliarly known as the P. H. ; that pair of conson- 
ants .which are seldom far from the lips, and never 
out of the thoughts of the more aspiring subalteims 
of the Bengal Army. And yet, averse as they were 
to grammars and dictionaries, these men spoke the 
vernacular languages with rare facility. But not 
oven to such officers as these was breathed a syllable 
of that fearful secret, which England would have 
cheaply bought at the price of a million pounds for 
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a k‘t4>ar» Tlu’ir soIdii‘rs (‘att/rlitiuiMl !u\vards 

them a stnatu* uiul Tt was not 

amoiiff tht' ranks whh'h thov eonniianihih that the 
spirit <»f stslitihai was born and mirtureil Hut in 
th(‘ day of wrath tlu’n* was no distimdion of pemm. 
When t}u‘ ]>ant*fnl siroeeo of mnti’ny. ealltHl by the 
imaginary Himloo '‘lhi‘ Ih^viTs Wind/' was abroad 
in the air, all inihler infinonees yielded btdbre its 
withering l>htst.. The eonseioiisness of the anthority 
of the “Fimj ki Bheera,'* or ‘‘gtmeral will of tht‘ 
anuy,” was to individual men, or r4*ginu*nts, almost 
irresistible. Bonn* troopi^rs in FisbeFs Irregnlnr 
Cavalry ])i*rfornie(l a signal aei of gallantry at Lm'k- 
now, (hiring the <^arly days td* tlu* outbreak, for 
which they iweivtsl a liandscane nnvarth Whih* 
waiting for their nnmey in the vtnnnflah of the 
eommissioner s house, flaw h‘il into eonvoi>;ati(m 
with certain of their fellow-villagers among his s(*r- 
vants. '^We like our ("!oltnu*!C said !.h(*y, ‘'and will 
^'not allow him to be harnnnl ; but if the whok* 
''army turns, we must turn touf’ A we(*k e!a|isi^<b 
and iliese men lookcnl (piietly on from their saddk^s, 
while ("hloju‘l Fisher was shot tod(*ath by a seoundnd 
in the lines of the military police. Thtnt they threw 
aside all semblance of dis<‘ipHne, murdered t!u* 
second in command, and shouted to the Adjutants 
who was a general favonriti*, to ride and begone if 
he desired to spaiH* them thc^ pain «d' taking his 
life. At one large statiim the men were in oj>en 
mutiny, and the officers had grouped thcanselves in 
front of the battalion, (^xjiecting every moment the 
Mai volley. They agix'ed, however, not to almrwlon 
hope until they had witnessed the effect produced 
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by the presence of a Captain of old standing in the 
service, who was apparently loved and trusted by 
the whole regiment, and especially by the grenadier 
company, to which he had been attached for many 
years. When his approach was announced, every 
eye tunied towards his bungalow, which stood on 
the parade-ground, close to that flank where the 
grenadiers were stationed. He had not gone ten 
paces down the line before he fell dead, pierced by 
a bullet ft*om the ranks of his own command. 

In every regiment there was a Soubahdar-major, 
or native colonel ; and in every company a Soubah- 
dar, who answered to a European captain, and a 
Jemrnadar, who answered to a European subaltern. 
These were the commissioned officers who wore 
swords and sashes, sat on a court-martial, and were 
saluted by the rank and file. They had one and ah 
carried the musket, and there was no approach to 
friendship or even to familiar intercourse between 
them and their Saxon brethren in arms, who con- 
sidered that, if they offered their Soubahdar a chair 
(luring an interview on I'egimental business, quite 
enough had been done to mark the difference 
between a commissioned and ■ a non-commissioned 
sepoy. The sergeant and the corporal were repre- 
sented by the havildah and the naick ; titles which 
make the list of killed and wounded in Indian 
battles so bewildering to an English reader. Thus 
the Brahmin battalion had a complete outfit of 
Brahmin officers, and this it was that rendered the 
rebellious army so terribly efficient for evil. When 
every Englishman in a corps had been murdered or 
scared away, the organization none the less remained 
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iiitiicl'* T1 j 4* ua> >iil! a oiililary ui{U‘!iiiir 

liiiislual 111 i‘vi»ry jmii, fii‘xihh*. mul rajiabir 

IIS aver of a groat and nf sironglli 

and couragi*. Tliis iiajH*rfoet, but, it is t<» Ih^ foaivtf 
todious skoUdi of ilio couiposiiiou of our iiativi* foroo, 
i\s it oxistod lH‘fori‘ tho lautiny, may wol! 1 h» olosod 
with t1r‘ oracular wtU’ds of Sir < 1mrk*s Xapior, tlu^ 
(fnssaudni of the okl Bengal army: “ Ytair young, 
** independent ^vild cadet will some day find tlio 
“Indian army taken out of his hamls hy iho Hon- 
“bahdars* They nrt* steady, resjHxiful, tlmughtfui, 
“stom-lookiiig men; wry zealous and military: the 
“ sole, instructors of all our sohliersf * 

The native town of C^a.wn]«u'i* eoiitained sixty 
'thousand inhabitants. It |)0ssessed no architectural 
beauties worthy to detain the travi*lli:r who, froin 
those stately landitig-plnecs whence risi% tier alnn'e 
tier, the shrines and palact^s of Benares, was hurr}- 
ing on towards the ineffable glories of Agra. The 
most remarkabh^ feutnn^ was a sp:u*imts bouhu’ardr 
more than a hundred feet in breadth, called the 
Ohandnee Chokts or street of silver. This nanu% 
ecuninon to the principal aviunn* in all the great 
cities of the north-wi*st, is u nnaiiimeni of the days 
of bafl govermueni, and a primitive cjoniiiiercial 
system. When banks were few and robbers bold 
ami numerous, lueii ])refi‘rred to have some part of 
their wealth abotit tlieir pm ms, and in a portable 
ftirnn The farmers and the shopkeepers were wont 
to convert their suprfiuous nip‘es into oimaments 
of fantastic design for thoniscdves, their wives, and 
their children. The custom still holds; and the 
unceMing flow oi' silver towards the last is largely 
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ivccoiinicd for by Uie fiict tluil ilx) Iiidiaii ])casant 
to tills (lay continues to invest his earnings on the 
wrists and ankles, the ears and noses of his family. 
Cawnpore was noted for the excellence and cheap- 
ness of all articles made of leather^ — saddlery, boots 
and shoes, bottle-covers, helmets, and cheroot-cases. 
The manufacture was introduced by a colony of 
Chinese, the frugal and industrious Lombards of 
India, who settled in the bazaar many years ago. 
A subaltern could buy a set of harness for his buggy 
at something under three pounds, and thoroughly 
iMjuip his hack for half that sum : and, if he was not 
very particular about shape and colour, he might 
pick up a serviceable country-bred horse for n 
hundred luipee n<}te. 

The city had an evil reputation. Situated on 
the frontier of two distinct jurisdictions, it swarmed 
with rascals from Oude, on their way to seek ob- 
scurity in British territory, and rascals from our 
• north-west provinces, on their way to seek impunit}^ 
in the dominions of the Nawab. Oonao, the half- 
way house, on the road which led from Cawnpore to 
Lucknow, gave a name to a class of murders of 
peculiar atrocit)^ On and about that highway were 
constantly found the dead bodies of travellers : 
sepoys, for the most paid, returning to their villages 
with their savings and tlie voucher for their pension. 
In most cases a iv^e was drawn tightly round the 
neck, but the surgeons who conducted the inquests 
gradually came to be of opinion that the victims had 
been poisoned, or, at any rate, stupefied, by beit^ 
induced to smoke tobacco mixed with a noxious 
4»ugr The police exerted themselves in vain to 
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aiwl pn‘fiTs ih' laon* fhiiiiliar «»f “tia* 

Naiia;' 

Bajee Rao (liixl in 1851, uiul the heir fertliwiili 
put in a deniaial for tlie eontinuanee of the penKion 
which the Ooinpany had granted to his adopted 
father. The <daim was disalloweih the Nana, 
who at length In^gan tu d<‘spair of prevailing upon 
the Oalcutta authorities, (h‘teniiiiied to go to the 
fountain-head, and accordingly ilespateluHl an agt‘iif 
to London, For this purptise he seIe<*tiHl his ton- 
fidential uian id* business, Azimoolah Khan, a clever 
adventurer who began life as kitinutgai; or foot- 
man, in an Anghelndian family. In spite of his 
disadvantages, he aei(uin^d a tliorough acijtminta!ic*e 
witli the English ami Fneudi languages. He sul^si^- 
cpiently became a pupil, and tln‘iu‘e a teaeher, in the 
(Jovemment Bcliool at Oawnpore; in which |«»sition 
he attracted the notice of the Nana. Azinutolah 
arrived in town during tlu^ height of the season f»f 
1854, and was welcomed with o|)en arms by that 
portion of society which makes no impiiries into iho 
antecedents of a.u aspirant to its favour, proviiled he 
be not a fellow-countryman or Christian, According 
to the creed of tliis class, every Himioo was neces- 
sarily a prince, just as every Maronite is a martyr, 
and every Pole a patriot. Aziiiioolah s|mt*<lily 
l)ecame a lion, and obtained more than even a 
Jion*s sliai^e of the sweetest (»f all flattery. The 
ladies voted him charming. Handstnne and witty, 
endowed with plenty of assurance and an apparent 
abundance of cliamonds and Cashmere shawls, the 
ex-kitmutgar seemed as fine a gentleman m the 
pi’hne minister of Nepauh or the Maharaja of the 
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Punjaub, Ou tlie first day of tlie great veiigeauce, 
wben Havelock’s forlorn hope came to Bitlioor, grim 
and eager, straight from the brink of the fatal well, 
our soldiers discovered amongst the possessions of 
this scoundrel lettei's from more than one titled lady 
couched in terms of the most courteous friendship. 
An indiscretion for which a smile would be too severe 
a punishment, at such a moment excited bitter and 
|>ainful emotion. 

Great as were the successes which the agent of the 
Nana gained on his own account in Mayfair, he was 
able to effect very little for his master in Leadenhall 
Street and Westminster. In the reports which he 
transmitted to Bithoor he attributed his failure to 
the bribes Avhich the Board of Control and the Privy 
Council had eaten at the hands of the East Indian 
Company; an explanation which appeared satisfac- 
tory to the Maharaja. On his way home Azimoolah 
passed through Constantinople at the time when our 
fortune in the Crimea was at the lowest ebb. During 
the mid-gloom of that tenible winter there was much 
talk among those who did not love us concerning the 
decadence of England and the youthful vigour of tiro 
Russian power. Of such gossip the clever Asiatic 
collected an ample budget, in order to console his 
baffled employer with cheery vaticinations relating 
to the approaching downfall of the British rule. 

Although the Nana had failed in his attempt on 
the public purse, his wealth was still conspicuous 
even among the colossal incomes of Indian land- 
holdout. He liad contrived to secure to himself the 
whole property of the ex-Peishwa, and strange stories 
were told about the means by which this end had 
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been accomplished. The nephew ol Bajee Rao 
started a claim for one half of his uncle’s estate, 
which moiety he valued at more than three millions. 
The suit was dismissed, and the plaintiff never ceased 
to affirm that “ the palm of the judge had been 
greased by the Nana:” but too much attention 
must not be jDaid to this declaration ; for, whenever 
a native accuses the bench of corrui^tion, he simply 
means that he has lost his case. It is certain that 
the Maharaja kept in confinement against their will 
the widows of his predecessor ; for whose younger 
daughter he planned a marriage inconsistent with 
the rules and traditions of the family ; an act of out- 
rageous tyranny in the estimation of High Brahmins. 
He wedded the eldest sister to a husband whom she 
was never allowed to see ; and, when her death oc- 
cuired after no long interval, it was whispered about 
the neighbourhood that there had been very foul 
play in every sense of the word. Those fictitious 
tales of vice and atrocity, with which literary hacks 
of the vilest class feed the cormpt imaginations of 
their readers, too often find a j)arallel in the realities 
of a gTcat Oriental household. The doctrine of per- 
sonal rights had no existence within the walls of a 
zenana. Nowhere was the mystery of iniquity deeper 
and darker than in the palace of Bithoor, which was 
indeed a worthy nest for such a vulture. There wore 
rooms in that palace horribly unfit for any human 
eye, where both European and native artists had 
done their best to gratify a master who was wiffing 
to incur any expense for the comx3letion of his loath- 
some picture-gallery. 

In the apartments open to the inspection of 
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English visitors tliere was notliing wliicli could shock 
either modesty or humanity, though a Sahib of fas- 
tidious taste might take exception to the arrange- 
ment of the furniture and the decorations. The habits 
of an Oriental are so simple, his wants so few, that 
a Hindoo gentleman can never acquire himself, 
and still less imj^art to his servants, a thorough 
acquaintance with our complicated domestic ap- 
pliances. And no Eastern Anglo-maniac possessed 
a more heterogeneous collection than the Nana, who, 
living far from Calcutta, the centre of exotic fashion, 
was reduced to content himself with whatever trea- 
sures might come into the market at casual up- 
country sales. A gentleman of some literary reputa- 
tion, who was entertained by the Maharaja in days 
gone by, thus describes the Bithoor vimctgc : — “I 
“ sat down to a table twenty feet long (it had origin- 
‘‘ally been the mess-table of a cavalry regiment) 
‘'which was covered with a damask table-cloth of 
“European manufacture, but instead of a dinner 
“napkin there was a bedroom towel. The soup — 
“ for the steward had everything ready — was served 
“up in a trifle-dish which had formed part of a 
“ dessert service belonging to the Ninth Lancers — at 
“ all events the arms of that regiment were upon it ; 
“ but the plate into which I ladled it with a broken 
“ tea-cup was of the old willow |)attern. The pilau 
“ which followed the soup was served upon a huge 
“ plated dish, but the from which 1 ate it was 

“ of the very commonest description. The knife was 
bone-handled affair; the spoon and fork were 
“silver, and ofki^^cutta make. The plated side- 
“ dishes, oprtaining vegetables, were odd ones; one 
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was round, the other oval. The pudding was 
brought in upon a sou2)”plate, ol blue and gold 
pattern, and the cheese was jolaced before me on 
a glass dish belonging to a dessert service. The 
cool claret I drank out of a richly cut champagne 
‘‘ glass, and the beer out of an American tumbler of 
the very worst quality.” 

The Maharaja had a large and excellent stable 
of horses, elephants, and camels; a well-appointeil 
kennel ; and a menagerie of i)igeons, falcons, pea- 
cocks, and apes, which would have done credit to any 
Oriental monarch, from the days of Solomon down- 
wards. His armoury was stocked with weaj)ons 
of every age and country, from a masterpiece of 
Purdey to the bow and aiTOWs used by the Hillme)i 
of Orissa. His i*ecei)tion-rooms sparkled witli 
mirrors and chandeliers that had come direct from 
Birmingham; and his equipages had stood within 
the twelvemonth in the warehouses of Long Acre. 
He possessed a vast store of gold and silver plate ; 
and his wardrobe oveiilowed with shawls and jewel- 
lery, which on gala days were regarded with long- 
ing eyes by the Cawnpore ladies. Nor did they 
lack frequent opportunities of contemplating the 
Maluu'aja in his panoply of kincob and Cashmere 
scarfs, crowned with a tiara of pearls and diamonds, 
md girt with old Bajee Rao’s sword of state, which 
report valued at three lacs of rupees. For the 
Nana seldom missed an occasion for giving a ball 
or a banquet in European style to the society of 
the station; although he would never accept aii 
entertainment in return, because our Government, 
which refused to regard hiin as personage, 
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would not allow him the compliment of a salute. 
Nor did he treat his guests with the senii-harbarous 
discourtesy evinced by some native hosts, wlio pass 
the evening seated among a group of courtiers, 
scrutinizing the dancers throiigli a loi’gnctte, and 
apparently regarding the whole proceeding as a 
ballet arranged for their individual amusement. The 
Mahai^aja mixed freely with the company ; inquired 
after, the health of the Major’s lady ; congratulated 
the judge on his rumoured promotion to the Sudder 
Court ; joked the assistant magistrate about his last 
mishap in the hunting-field ; crnd complimented the 
belle of the evening on the colour she had brought 
down from Simla. His wealth was abundant enough 
to allow of any vagaries of hospitality and personal 
extravagance, and does not seem to have been 
seriously impaired even by the expense entailed by 
a crowd of lazy m}uinidons whom he kept about 
his person; a folly common to all high-born and 
opulent Hindoos. Every native landlord, who can 
induce his neighbours to dignify him with the title 
of Eajah, delights in flourishing about the country 
under the escort of a host of- blackguards — ^the 
horsemen anned with lances and old cavalry swords, 
and mounted on raw-boned, long-tailed horses, 
smeared with coarse paint — the infantry straggling 
along under the weight of clubs, partizans, brass 
blunderbusses, and long matchlocks, of which the 
stock is studded with glass beads, and the muzzle 
shaped into the semblance of a dragon’s mouth. The 
Nana kept several hundreds of these scamps in idle- 
ness* and insolence. He provided them with four 
rupees a month, and a suit of clothes once a year ; 
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an allowance which they eked out by plundering 
the peasants for twenty miles round, and extorting 
an intermittent blackmail from the tradesmen of 
Oawnpore. 

At the time of the mutiny the Nana was about 
thirty-six years of age. His complexion was sallow ; 
his features strongly marked, and not unpleasing. 
Like all Mahrattas, both head and face were shaven 
clean. He was fat, with that unhealthy corpulence 
which marks the Eastern voluptuary. The circum- 
stances under which a young Eajah comes to maturity 
leave him very scant chance of obtaining perfection, 
moral or physical. From his earliest years he is 
surrounded by flatterers and pandars. While still 
a child in the harem, it is tlio object of every one, 
beginning with his own mother, to obtain his ear 
by adulation, and by the freemasonry of cormpt 
discourse. During his boyhood lie has no little 
peers on whom to exert his faculties for emulation 
and self-denial, and, when he has arrived at man’s 
estate, he may look in vain for any object of 
honourable ambition amidst the dead level of na- 
tional dependence. He never walks, save from his 
divan to his bath ; never mounts one of the huo*e 
cream-coloured steeds, which on liigh feast-days 
amble behind his 23alanquin in melancholy cavalcade ; 
never knows the sensation of honest fatigue and 
wholesome hunger. Long before the age at which 
a high-born Englishman makes his choice of Her- 
cules between balls and blue-books, the effete 
sensuality of a Hindoo noble is reduced to seek 
gratification in the illicit charms of Indian hemp 
and French brandy. What wonder that in middle 
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life lie is flabby and gross beyond hope and compaSvS ; 
too feeble for manly exercise, too self-indulgent to 
practise a self-denying regimen? It is to be pre- 
sumed that a long course of lentil diet and hill- 
climbing in Nepaul has by this time reduced that 
superfluous bulk which may yet gTace a Cawnpore 
gallows. 

The Maharaja of Bithoor exhibited a lively in- 
terest in the proceedings of our Government at 
home and abroad, in our history, our arts, our 
religion, and our customs ; although lie was entirely 
ignorant of our language. He subscribed to all the 
leading Anglo-Indian journals, which were translated 
to him daily by an individual who had been unlucky 
enough to exchange a situation on the East Indian 
Eailroad for the post of English Professor in the 
household of the Nana. The Rajah played billiards 
admirably, while he was yet slim enough to bend 
over the table without inconvenience. He especially 
delighted in the game, because it afforded him an 
opportunity for mixing on familiar terms with the 
officers of the garrison. Nothing could exceed the 
cordiality which he constantly displayed in his 
intercourse with our counti*ymen. The persons in 
authority placed an implicit confidence in his friend- 
liness and good faith, and the ensigns emphatically 
pronounced him a capital fellow. He had a nod or 
a kind word for every Sahib in the station ; hunting- 
parties and jewellery for the men, and picnics and 
shawls for the ladies. If a subaltern's wife required 
change of air, the Rajah's carnage was at the service 
of the young couple, and the European apartments 
at Bithoor were put in order to receive them. If a 
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civilian had overworked himself in court, lie had but 
to speak the word, and the Rajah\s elephants wer(‘ 
sent on to the Oude jungles. But none the less 
did he never for an instant forget the grudge which 
he bore our nation. While his face was all smiles, 
in his heart of liearts he was for ever brooding over 
his rejected claim. From his hour of repulse to his 
hour of vengeance, his life was one long irony. 
The lads who, with his sapphires and rubies glisten- 
ing on their fingers, sat laughing round his table, 
had one and all been doomed to die by a warrant 
that admitted of no apjDeal. He had sworn that the 
injustice should be exjnated by the blood of women 
who had never heard his grievance named : of babies 
who had been born years after the question of that 
grievance had j^assed into oblivion. The great crime 
of Cawnpore blackens the page of history with a far 
deeper stain than any Sicilian Vespers, or Septem- 
ber massacres ; for this atrocious act was j)rom2)ted, 
not by diseased and mistaken patriotism, nor by the 
madness of superstition, nor yet by incontrollable 
fear that knew not pity. The motives of the deed 
were as mean as the execution was cowardly and 
treacherous. Among the subordinate villains there 
might be some who were possessed by bigotry and 
class-hatred, but the chief of the gang was actuated 
by no higher impulses than ruffled pride and 
disappointed greed. 



CHAPTER II 

T HE OUTBREAK 

D uring the spring of 1857 the native society 
of Hindostan presented those remarkable 
plxenomena which, in an Asiatic community, are the 
infallible symptoms of an approaching convulsion. 
The atmosphere was alive with rumours, of the 
nature peculieir to India ; — strange and inconsequent 
fragments of warning or prediction, which, with 
reverent credulity, are passed from mouth to mouth 
throughout a million homesteads. No one can tell 
whence the dim wliisper first arose, or what it may 
2 )ortend ; it is received as a voice from heaven, and 
sent forward on its course without comment or 
delay; for the Hindoo jxeojxle, like the Greeks of 
ancient time, hold Rumour to be divine. Some of 
these unwritten oracles undoubtedly grew sjxon- 
taneously from the talk of men, and were to be 
regarded merely as indications of the agitated and 
uneasy condition of the public mind ; but, beyond 
all (piestion some secret influence was at work to 
advertise, so to speak, tlie mutiny. The ringleatlers 
of that gigantic eonsijiracy advisedly undertook to 
impress u 2 ')on the world afc large tlie idea that some- 
things the like of whicli had not been 
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kuowB. before. Manifold and variously expressed 
as were the prevailing reports, all had one and the 
same tendency. With a thousand tongues, and in 
a thousand forms, they spoke of a great trial that 
awaited the national religions ; a trial from which 
they were eventually to emerge unscathed and vic- 
torious. A prophecy had long been current, that 
the hundredth year from the battle of Plassy would 
witness the downfall of the English rule ; and the 
hundredth year had arrived. A mandate had of 
late gone forth from the palace of Delhi, enjoining 
the Mohammedans at all their solemn gatherings to 
recite a song of lamentation, indited by the royal 
musician himself, which described in touching strains 
the humiliation of their race, and the degradation 
of their ancient faith, once triumphant from the 
Northern snows to the Southern strait, but now 
trodden under the foot of the infidel and the alien. 
In January, the peasants of Bengal were repeating to 
each other a sentence apparently devoid of meaning, 
“ Sub Jal hoga hi,’’ everything is to become red.” 
Some referred this dubious announcement to the 
probable extension of our empire over the whole 
continent, when the scarlet coats of our soldiers 
would be seen at Hyderabad and Khatmandoo, in 
Cashmere and Travancore ; while others hinted that 
there was something thicker than water, and of a 
deeper crimson than a British uniform. Side by 
side with like ambiguous sayings were more plain- 
spoken assertions concerning cartridges smeared 
with lard, and flour mixed with the ground bones 
of cow and pig, and otlicr treacherous devices by 
wliich the demon who swayed the sc/' of Hin- 
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dostan, tlie im|)al23able but omuij^otent Kumpaui, 
aimed at the destruction of sect and caste, and 
the universal establishment of Christianity. And, 
finally, during the early days of March, every hamlet 
in the Gangetic provinces received from its neigh- 
bour the innocent present of two chupatties,, or 
bannocks of salt and dough, which form the stajale 
food of the population. This far-famed token, the 
fiery cross of India, had no definite signification. It 
notified generally that men would do well to keep 
themselves prepared, for that something was in the 
air. In after days, one who had learned their effect 
by bitter exj)erience, likened the chupatties to the 
cake of barley-bread which foreshadowed the destruc- 
tion of the host of Midian. And so, from hand to liand, 
and from house to house, and from village to village, 
the mysterious symbol flew, and sju’ead through the 
length and breadth of the land confusion and ques- 
tioning, a wild terror, and a wilder hope. Truly, it 
may be said that, as in Judaea of old, there was 
disteess of nations, and j)erj)lexity ; men's hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things that were coming on the earth. 

Meanwhile, at Cawnpore, j^eople ate, and drank, 
and married, and gave in marriage, and led the 
ordinary life of an up-country station. The magis- 
trate grumbled because the judge acquitted too 
large a percentage of his committals ; and the col- 
lector 23ronounced himself ill-used because the re- 
venue board would not allow him an additional lac 
of rupee>s for his j^et embankment ; and the subalterns 
complainexi that tlie police-magistrate di<l not per- 
mit them to impress men to act as beaters at less 
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than the market rate of wages ; and the captains, by 
the aid of the mess-room army-list, made those in- 
tricate calculations which are the delight ol military 
men and the despair of civilians; and the ladies 
began to allow that the weather had grown too warm 
for dancing, though still favourable for morning calls ; 
and one talked of sending her children home ; and 
another of going herself to the hills; and, towards 
the end of April, a party of disbanded Brahmins 
of the Nineteenth regiment came from the west, 
and spread through the sepoy lines strange tales 
of greased cartridges, and gibbets, and midnight 
tumults, and officers cut down in the midst of the 
parade-ground. 

Before the month of May w^as half over, the 
English residents at Cawnpore were beginning to 
be made uneasy by the disagreeable character of the 
intelligence from Agra. Something had happened 
at Meerut, and it was feared that something had 
happened at Delhi. Guns had been heard all the 
night of the tenth, European travellers from the 
north-west, whose arrival had been confidently ex- 
pected, did not make their aj>pearance. A party 
of the police had gone out to look for them, but 
met nobody except a young sepoy trotting down the 
road on a cavalry troop-horse, who refused to answer 
any questions. But in the meanwhile, by those 
secret channels through which in Eastern regions bad 
news travels witli more than proverbial celerity, it 
was well known in tlie bazaar that the Third Liglit 
Cavalry had turned upon their officers ; that murder 
and arson had been the order of the day; that the vast 
native garrison of Delhi had risen to a man, and had 



11 


THE OUTBREAK 


57 


butcliered every Englislnnan on whom they could 
lay their hands ; that mutiny liad gotten to itself a 
nucleus and a stronghold in the capital of the Mogul. 
These tidings caused great excitement throughout 
the cantonments, and especially in the lines of the 
Second Cavalry, to whose regiment the corps whicli 
had set the example of sedition stood next on the 
rolls of the Bengal army. 

The officer in command of the Cawnpore division 
was Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeler, K.G.B. At 
the outbreak of the troubles, many of our most im- 
j)ortant stations were entrusted to the charge of 
men who had won their spurs in the Mahratta wars, 
and might well have been content to have closed 
their career at Mooltan ; and that such was the case 
is to our shame as a military nation. History blushes 
to chide these veterans for shortcomings incidental 
to their age. It is hardly just to blame them for 
displaying suj}ineness and indecision at a crisis when 
younger warriors would have been disarming, and 
blowing from guns, and securing treasure, and throw- 
ing up earthworks, and sending the women and 
children down the river to Calcutta. In his second 
half-century of Indian service, Sir Hugh was among 
the oldest members of the old school of Bengal 
officers. He worshijjped his sepoys; spoke their 
language like one of themselves; and, indeed, had 
testified to his predilection for the natives of Hin- 
dostan b}^ tlie strongest pi'ouf which it is in the 
power of a man to give. Short and spare, he still 
1‘ode and walked like a soklier ; and appears to have 
been capable of as much exertion as could reasonably 
bo expected from an Englishman who had spent 
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beneath an Indian sun more than two-thirds of his 
seventy-five years. On the eighteenth of May, he 
despatched the following message to the seat of 
Government : 

''All well at Cawnpore. Quiet, but excitement 

continues among the people. The final advance 
" on Delhi will soon be made. The insurgents can 
" only be about 3,000 in number, and are said to 
" cling to the walls of Delhi, where they have put 
"up a puppet-king. I grudge the escape of one 
"of them. Calm and expert policy will soon re- 
" assure the public mind. The plague is, in tmth, 
" stayed.'' 

The reader need not be alarmed at the length of 
the telegraphic Aews from Cawnpore. There is but 
little more to come. For in tmth the plague was 
very far from stayed. The soldiery knew their own 
strength, and were well inclined to turn the know- 
ledge to profit. There were schoolmasters who 
might have taught them a lesson of quite another 
description : but it was a far cry to Barrackpore, and 
there was no Hearsey at hand. It happens that a 
native lawyer, Nanukchund by name, took the pre- 
caution to keep a full and faithful journal, from the 
fifteenth of May onwards. This man was bound to 
our interest by the indissoluble tie of a common fear. 
A personal enemy of the Nana, he was actually 
engaged in conducting the suit instituted by the 
nephew of Bajee Rao to establish his claim to the 
half of his uncle's estate. With genuine Hindoo 
sagacity, lie foresaw the approaching struggle, and 
the ultimate triumph of the English power; ahd 
conjectured that a lucord of events compiled with 
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accuracy, slightly tinged by' a somewhat ostentatious 
loyalty, would certainly procure him credit, and, 
possibly, a comfortable official income. Two days 
before Sir Hugh made his cheerful report to the 
Governor-General, Nanukchund looked in on a friend 
employed at the Treasury, and there heard the 
native officers of the guard uttering traitorous 
language, wliile their men amused themselves by 
quarrelling with the townsfolk who went to the 
Treasury on business. They detained people who 
came out with money or stamp-papers, and would 
not release them till ordered to do so by the 
Soubahdar. “It began to be evident,'' says this 
shrewd observer, “that nobody had any authority 
but the Soubahdars and the sepoys." 

At length the symptoms of the growing malady 
became too patent to be disregarded even by the 
most sanguine physician. It came to the ears of 
the General that the son of a trooper in the Second 
Cavalry had been boavsting to his schoolfellows that 
he was in the secret of what his fatlier's regiment 
intended to do for the good cause. And, about the 
same time, one Khan Mohamed, a sepoy of the Fifty- 
sixth, took upon himself to assert that on the fifth of 
the next month tlie native troops were to be deprived 
of their arms, assembled under the pretence of getting 
their pay, and then and there blown up from a mine 
constructed by the European officers in the intervals 
of billiards. This singiilarly unpleasant in-ophet seems 
to have been without honour in his own battalion. 
His comrades brought information to the adjutant, 
who gave liimself no trouble about the matter, be- 
yond telling tliem that the story was all a lie. There- 
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upon Klian Moliamed went to tlie cavalry lines, 
where he found an audience more ready to accept his 
tale. On this occasion he imported into his story 
some squadrons of English troopers, who were to be 
equipped with the swords and horses of his hearers. 
The regiment was soon in a panic of rage and fear. 
It became necessary to take immediate measures. 
The incendiary was put in irons, and an urgent 
application for aid telegraphed to Lucknow. Sir 
Henry Lawrence was roused from his bed at midnight, 
and by break of day all the available post-carriages 
in the station were rolling along towards Gawni^ore, 
crammed inside and out with English soldiers. 

But, in an hour of evil omen, Sir Hugh bethought 
himself of invoking the assistance of a more dubious 
ally. The Nana had lately paid a visit to the 
capital of Oude, under pretence of seeing the lions 
of the place. The arrogance of his manner, and 
the discourtesy of his sudden and unannounced 
departure, had attracted the attention of Mr. Gub- 
bins, the Financial Commissioner, who communicated 
to General Wheeler his suspicions, backed by the 
opinion of Sir Henry Lawrence. It may be that 
the fatal step was first suggested by the warning of 
wiser men. It may be that the idea had long been 
familiar to the mind of the infatuated veteran. At 
all events, the sole answer to the remonstrance from 
Lucknow was a message, dated the twenty-second of 
May, stating that ^Hwo guns, and three hundred men, 
"^'cavalry and infantry, furnislied by the Maharaja of 
Bithoor, came in this morning.'' 

On their march to Cawnpore, these scoundrels 
furnished a striking proof of their discipline and 
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good faith. Chimna Apa, a man of some property, 
who suiDphed the nejDhew of Bajee Rao with the 
means of carrying on his lawsuit, was driving out of 
town in the direction of Bithoor, wlien-he unex- 
pectedly came upon this formidable array, com- 
manded by the rival litigant. Apa, like a sensible 
fellow, jumped off his conveyance, and ran into 
a neighbouring ravine. The Nana s people appro- 
priated a valuable sword and five hundred rupees, 
which the fugitive had left behind in his haste, 
cudgelled the servants, and went off declaring that 
the master had better look to himself, as the British 
rule would only last a few days longer. This sjDeci- 
men of the services which these new jnotectors 
were likely to render to the cause of law and order 
was brought to the notice of the authorities; but 
they had gone too far to draw back. The Nana 
took uj) his cpiarters in the midst of the houses 
~ '^iQc^upied by the civilians and their families; the 
which contained upwards of a hundred 
' h ,ra”^(l pounds, was put under the custody of 
^^i^^^kly-guard ; and it was even j^roposed that the 
% and children should be placed in sanctuary 
-"^'^^iithoor Palace. 

'tli^There were some, however, who scrupled to 
P^itrust the honour of England and the lives of 
^ler daughters to the exclusive guardianship of a 
discontented Mahratta. At their instigation the 
Oeneral set to' work in a dilatory spirit to provide 
an asylum where, if the worst should befall, we 
might shelter, for a while at least, the relics of 
our name and power. He does not appear to have 
thought of the magazine, which was admirably 
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month was the festival of the Ecd ; a season which 
Mohammedans celehi’ate with the blood ot sheep 
and goatSj though on this occasion there was serious 
cause to aiDprehend lest, in their religious enthu- 
siasm, they sliould pant for nobler victims. Sir 
Hugh telegra2:>hed to Lucknow his belief that noth- 
ing could avert a rising. The feast, however, jmssed 
oif without any disturbance. The Mussulmans in 
our ranks paid their respects to their officers; ac- 
knowledged with aj)2)arent gratitude the customary 
2)resent of a fat Patna sheej) ; and protested that, 
come what might, they would be faithful to their 
leaders : — a statement that was accepted for as 
much as it was worth. But these alternations ot 
confidence and alarm gradually settled down into 
chronic gloom. On the return of the Queen’s 
day the usual compliment was omitted, lestx^i- 
natives should interpret the firing of the salut' 

\tr signal fox' revolt. Even military loyalty dared 
do honour to our sovereign in a garrison that 
still nominally her own. A sergeant’s wife' 
making some 2>urchases in the bazaar, when ao 
whose martial gait and spruce^ -appearance ch,i 
proclaimed the sepoy in undress, accosted the Je 
woman in these words : — Ah ! you will none of jn 
''come here much oftener; you will not be alie 
"another week.” Our countrymen began to kee* 
watch all night by turns, armed to the teeth. Ai* 
on a burning ship, when the sea runs high, and the 
last boat has been swamped or dashed to pieces, 
the crew wait with clenched teeth till the fire has 
reached the magazine, and say, " Now it is coming ; ” 
or again, "Now;” so the Englishmen at Cawnpore, 
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ignorant what each day might bring forth, certain 
only that the catastrophe was not remote, sat, pistol 
in hand, and expected the inevitable. Some families 
endeavoured to get down to Allahabad ere it was yet 
too late. But the roads swarmed with rebellious 
peasantry, and liberated jail-birds : the shallows in 
the river forbade all passage in this the eighth 
month of the annual drought ; and escape was found 
to be impracticable. Whatever destiny might have 
m store was to be shared by all alike. 

During the closing days of May, people were 
catch the Home Mail : and they 
did well, for it was the last. Strange, beyond con- 
ception of poet, strange and sad, must have been 
the contents of that Cawnpore mail-bag. Imagine 
Colonel Ewart, of the First Native Infantry, seated 
at his desk in a tent surrounded by line behind line 
of huts and camp-fires, in and about which are 
swaggering hundreds of insolent, faithless mercen- 
aries. Picture that scene, and then read : '' I do not 
“wish to write gloomily, but there is no use in dis- 
“ guising the fact, that we are in the utmost danger ; 
“ and, as I have said, if the troops do mutiny, my life 
“ must almost certainly be sacrificed ; but I do not 
“think they will venture to attack the intrenched 
“ position which is held by the European troops, so I 
“ hope in God that my wife and child will be saved. 

“And now, dear A , farewell. If, under God's 

“providence, this be the last time I am to write to 
“ you, I entreat you to forgive all I have ever done 
“ to trouble you, and to think kindly of me. I know 
“you will be everything a mother can be to my 
“boy. I cannot write to him this time, dear little 
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''fellow. Kiss him for me. Kind lovi» to my 
" brothers.” 

So spoke the stout soldier, fenting not for himsolfl 
but for a wife who was Avorthy of the husbaiii!, as 
her own words shorv. ily dear child,” she says, 
"is looking very delicate. ^ly prayer is that slu* 
" may be spared mucli sulTering. Tlie l)itti*rness of 
"death has been tasted b}^ us many limits during 
"the hist fortnight, and, should tlie reaiiiy coiur. 
"I hope we may find strength to meet it with a 
"truly Christian courage. It is not hard to dit* 
"oneself, but to see a dear child suffer and perish, 
"that is the hard, the bitter trial, and the cu}i 
"which I must drink, should God not deem it lit 
"that it should pass from me. My (*oiii|«ini(ag 
" Mrs. Hillersdon, is delightful. Poor viaing thing; 
"she has such a gentle spirit, so unmurmuring, so 
"desirous to meet the trial rightly, unselfish and 
"sweet in every way. She has two children, and 
" we feel that our duty to our little ones demands 
" that we should exert ourselves to keep up health 
"and spirits as much as possible.” That is tlie 
temper with which the mothers of Englishmen 
should die, if die they must. 

" Such nights of anxiety ” she continues, " I would 
" never have believed possible, and the days are full 
" of excitement. Another fortnight, we expect, will 
" decide our fate ; and, whatever it may be, I trust 
" we shall be able to bear it. If these are my last 
"words to you, you will remember them lovingly, 
" and always bear in mind that your affection and 
"the love we have ever had for each other is an 
" ingredient of comfort in these bitter times ” Such 
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that season, went foi'th to spread a terrible solici- 
tude through many an English household. Very 
different from the tender confidences and innocent 
gossip, the reminiscences of sick-leave and the anti- 
cipations of furlough, the directions to milliners and 
the inquiries about boarding-schools, which are the 
ordinary materials of the Home Correspondence 
from an Indian station. 

Meanwhile, the Nana was in intimate communi- 
cation with the ringleaders of the Second Cavalry, 
The black sheep of the regiment were wont to 
hold meetings at the quarters of a trooper named 
Shumshoodeen Khan, and of Teeka Sing, a Hindoo 
Soubahdar, who, by his audacity and energy, had 
gained an ascendency among his colleagues. These 
gatherings were attended by Jwala Pershad, a 
hanger-on at Bithoor Palace, and Muddud Ali, who 
had lately resigned the service of the Maharaja and 
taken to horse-dealing, but who still used to visit 
his former master in the way of business. At 
length, Teeka Sing had the honour of an interview 
with the Nana himself, during which, according to 
the story current among his comrades, the Sou- 
bahdar spoke to this effect : You have come to 
''take charge of the magazine and treasury of the 
" English ; we all, Hindoos and Mohammedans, have 
"united for our religions, and the whole Bengal 
"army has become one in purpose. What do you 
" say to it ? The Nana replied, " I, also, am at the 
"disposal of the army.” This very essential ques- 
tion having been so frankly answered, arrangements 
were made for a final consultation. One June even- 
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ing, after dusk, tlie Maharaja, accompanied by hl> 
brother Bala and the ubiquitous AzirnOi^lali, irpiiivd 
to a landing-place ou the Ganges, whithr!* ids eiiiis“ 
sarics had conducted Teeka Ring ami Ids asMieiatrs, 
The whole party seated tlieinselves in a hmk and 
talked earnestly for a space of iwo hours. Tiie\‘ 
appear to have arrive<l at a satisfactory conclusion: 
for, next day, Slmmshoodeen wi‘ttod his prosptHiive 
honours at the house of Azeezun, a favouriti* r*air- 
tesan of the Second Cavalry tampers. In his tipsy 
fondness ho told the girl that in a day or two the 
Nana would be paramount, and promised to stuff 
her house with gold inohurs from roof to cellar. 

The Maharaja endeavoured to conceal his move- 
ments by shifting his residence to and fro betwei'U 
Bithoor and tlie cantonments; but he was clo>eh 
watched by the spies of those among his own coun- 
ti’ymen who had reason to dreati his elevation. If 
British authority were to perish, if the sepoys and 
their new ally were in power but for a single week, 
it would go ill indeed with all who had ever crosstMl 
the Nana in love, law, or speculation. And, especi- 
ally, any who had concern in the great lawsuit would 
do well to look to themselves, litigant, paymaster, 
witness, and counsel alike. As early as the twenty- 
sixth of May, the sharp-sighted advocate, whost* 
diary has been already quoted, drew up an mmiiiit 
of the embrjm conspiracy, and sent it in the form of 
a petition to the magistrate of the station ; ** Who,” 
says Nanukchund, '‘gave no heed to my petition, and 
“got so vexed with me that I cannot describe his 
“ anger. He said to me, ‘ You have all along been 
“‘speaking ill of the Nana, and filing suits against 
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“ ‘ liim in tlie civil courts. I cannot pay attention to 
“ ' any representation from a person so hostile to the 
' Nana.' I replied that those affairs had no con- 
“ nection with the present question, that the Nana 
had long harboured enmity to the Government, and 
a great number of rascals belonged to his party ; 
'‘that he (the magistrate) would remember my 
"caution, and that I had obtained certain intelli- 
"gence, as the men of the Nanas household com- 
"municated it to Chimna Apa, my client. The 
"magistrate would listen to nothing. In despair, 
" I did nothing further than keep a copy of the 
" petition in my book. It is a hopeless case. Let 
" us see what will be the end of all this neglect." A 
dramatist of ancient Greece would have attiibuted 
such obstinate blindness to the malice of some 
injured deity, deluding those whom he had marked 
for destruction. 

The last mail had already left Oawnpore. At 
nine o'clock on the night of the third of June, went 
forth the last telegraphic message that ever reached 
the outer world. Thus it ran : — 

" Sir Hugh Wheeler to the Sccretarg io the Governincni 
of hidia, 

"All the orders and proclamations have been 
" sent express, as the telegraph communication be- 
“ tween this and Agra is obstructed. 

"Sir Henry Lawrence having expressed some 
"uneasiness, I have just sent him by post car- 
triages out of my small force two officers and 
"fifty men of Her Majesty's 84th Foot; convey- 
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“'ance for more not available. This leavis me 
^'weak, but I trust to huldiug mv own mit-i! more 
“ Europeans arrive/' 

Sodt was. Prompted b}’ a genuim* of* 

chivalry, Sir Hugh not only siait back the Luihimw 
reinforcement that hud arrive<l during the previous 
week, but increased it by a detachment from his 
own scanty command. He doubtless (*onsideri‘ii 
that, at such a time, a loan cd* English bayonets 
should bear liigli interest. And itf was well for 
these men that they were I'cmovefl frotn the thmimni 
garrison to a field where they might fight lud/ with*- 
out some prospect of life, s<ane hopx* of vivtovy 
Those who were marked to remain and dii‘ were 
enough to do their country loss. 

As in a frame predisposed to disease the slightest 
irregularity is productive of fatal results, m now at 
Oawnpore the smouldering fires of discontent ami 
clistmst were inflamed by an incident which at 
ordinary times would have passed almost without 
remark. There was resident at the station a 
cashiered subaltern whom it wtaild be cruel to 
name ; one of those miserable men who had sought 
relief from the mental vacuity and physical pn^stm- 
tion of an Indian militaiy life in the deadly solace 
of excess. This officer, whether in the wantonness 
of drink, or the horror of shattered nerves, fired a 
shot at a cavalry patrol who challenged him hi* 
reeled out of his bungalow into the darkness. He 
missed his aim, as was natural under the circum- 
stances ; but the trooper lodged a complaint in the 
morning, and a comt-martiai was aasembled which 
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acquitted the Englishman, on the ground that he 
was intoxicated at the time, and that his musket 
had gone off under a mistake. The sepoys, familiar 
as they were with the brutality of low Europeans 
and the vagaries of military justice, would at a less 
critical season have expressed small surprise either 
at the outrage or the decision. But now their blood 
was up, and their pride awake, and they were not 
inclined to oveiTate the privileges of an Anglo-Saxon, 
or the sagacity of a military tribunal. The men of 
the Second Cavalry muttered angrily that possibly 
their own muskets might go off by mistake before 
very long, and this significant expression became 
proverbial throughout the whole native force. Ad- 
ditional point was given to the grim humour of the 
soldiery by the unwonted sight of the corpses of an 
English lady and gentleman, which, floating down 
the river from some distant scene of death, had 
turned aside into the canal that traversed the city 
of Oawnpore. Ganges was yet to bear many such 
burdens. Though wires had been cut, and mails 
burnt, and every road blockaded, these silent but 
unimpeachable messengers, in virtue of the safe- 
conduct granted to them alone, were long destined to 
carry from station to station the tidings of woe and 
dismay. 

The end was not remote. That despair deferred, 
which had long made sick the hearts of our country- 
men ; that great fear which was their companion day 
and night, had now reached their consummation. On 
Thursday, the fourth of June : while far away on the 
banks of pleasant Thames, Eton was celebrating the 
birthday of her patron monarch, with recitations from 
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Julius (ki'sur, and libal>inii> ot iiiiWHiiti**! 

diampague : at Oawupure tlu* umi uf tlte SiM'Hiid 
(Cavalry were s]iar])euingi sabres, aial distributing 
aiiiimmit.it ai, and setTeling’ their faiaiiies and thidr 
property in the back-slums uf tlu‘ native city. In 
the mitl“tlarkues.s uf the suetisnliug uightu when men 
were iu their first sh‘ep, thnn* reports of a pisloLaiid 
a sudden and brilliant eonfiagraiiom showt^i thal the 
hour had arrived. Teeka Hing, who \uis on picket 
duty with his troop, set the example of si‘ditioii. 
which was speetlily followed b}’ the entire eor|is. 
Bonie ran to set alight the house of the English 
riding-master; smue to make a bonlirt* of tin* hoi^si*- 
litter; others to secure the treasure-chest am! tlje 
colours. These last were stoutly opposmi b\ the «d<! 
Boubahdar-major, or native cohmel, uho was iiii- 
down at his }X>st after a gallant resistamae Then 
the regiment, mounted and accoutrcHl, drew up on 
the high-road. A bugle sounded, and two iioi'semen 
left the ranks, and went hnvanls the lines of the 
First Native Infantry, and there <*ried in u loud 
voice through the gloom: ‘MJur Boubalidar-majtjr 
sends his compliments to the Houbahdar-majiir of 
** the First, and wishes to know the ri‘ason of this 
delay, as the cavalry are drawn up on the roiidf* 
Hereupon the sepoys, ignorant tlmt the man in 
whose name the}* were invoked was at that immieiit 
lying senseless and bleeding in the ijuarter-guard 
as a punishment for his loyalty— ignorant of this, 
and perliaps not much caring— began to load tJair 
muskets, and huny on their cross-lxJts, and pack up 
their valuables. Uolonel Ewart was at once on the 
spot, and in vain endeavoured to recall liis soldiers 
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their allegiance, saving to tluau in ilie llindostanee 
tongue : '' Jly ehiUreu I my children ! this is noh 
your usual conduct. J)o ntU so great a wick(‘dness 
But it was loo lute for argument or entreat}. 
The battalion turned out in a body, fralenu/.ed 
witli the niutiiuats troupers, and inarched off in 
their company towards Nawabgiinge, the North-west 
suburb of (Jawnpore, where lay the ta-easury and the 
magazine. 

Meanwhile the alarm sprea<l through the station. 
Tlie Adjutants of the Fifty-third and Fifty-sixth 
regiments got tlieir sepoys togvther on the ]»arade- 
ground, and kept them under arms till the sun was 
well above the horizon. Then the Uolonel of the 
Fifty-sixth marehed his battalion down to the 
deserted lines of the Becuml Cavalry, C(dleeted and 
secureil the horses and arms wliieh had been left 
behind by the mutineers, and tinally permitted his 
men to doff* their unifonus and cook their breakfasts. 
The Major of the Fifty-third likewise dismissed 
his regiment, and at the same time summoned 
into the intrenehment all his native officers, com- 
missioned and non-commissioned. At sucii a crisis it 
was singularly injudicious to leave the men to them- 
selves, especially as in this corps the Boubahdars ami 
Jenmnalars were for the most part free fr<an the taint 
of disaffection, and might have done much towards 
keeping the rank and file to their allegianee. During 
their abseneaj a trooper i>f the Becond Cavalry rode 
in among the huts with a message from the company 
of the Fifty-lhinl which was posted at the Govern- 
ment Treasury, to the effect that the guard would 
allow no division of the spoil until their own regiment 
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was on ihe spot to claim its shun*,, En* or 

live grenadiers of the Fifty-sixth wi‘n^ t>bsi*rved in 
steal across the ncighhonring lim*s, and man afli*r 
they were seen talking c^agerly and in a low voir*» 
with a sergeant and private of the light etmi|«tn\\ 
Presently these two mon shouted out: “ UInry to 
“the great God! Genth^nnun pn^pare hw aelion!’' 
ami a riisli was made on the ipiarter-guard. The 
sergeant broke open the trejisu re-chest, and the 
private seized the colours. The native captain who 
was in charge of the precious dep)sit siooii his 
ground like a man ; but he was fired at* lmst]c*rh 
and overpowered by numbers. In an insiaut all was 
uproar, confusion, and terror. The sergt^ant of tho 
fourth company burst into tears, and ran to lot ch the 
Adjutant ; the soldiers of the hfth aial light- <*om- 
panics flung on their <‘outs, lomled thtdr muskets, 
and crammed their girdles with tlu*. regimental 
rupees; while the remainder of the c^orjis came of 
rheir own accord on to the parade-ground with tin* 
intention of placing themselves under tlie command 
of their officers. Unfortunately at this moment Sir 
Hugh Wheeler, prompt with an ill-timed energy, 
and wary with a misplaced <listrust, ordered the guns 
of the intrenchBient to open lire upon the wavering 
multitude. At fimt the sepoys of the Blfty-thiixi 
seemed unwilling to believe that their ciuimmiider 
had adopted this crael and uncourteous method of 
intimating to them that he dispensed with their ser- 
vices : but the third round proved t<H> strong a test 
for their loyalty. They broke and fled along the* 
main road : the greater part never stopping until 
they had joined the mutineers at Nawabgunge ; 
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ilioiigli a con«iderabIe nuiuber preierml to conceal 
theinsclve.s in an adjacent ravine until such time as 
it should please Sir Hugh to allow them to come 
within gunsliot of tlmir own officers* 

So went the Fifty-third. The story of the revolt 
of the Fifty-ninth is told with characteristic Hindoo 
simplicity by Khoda Bux, a commissioned officer 
of that regiment. He says, “ I was sleeping in my 
‘'house between twelve and one A.w., when Hussain 
“ Biix, Havildar, Grenadier Gompany, came ami 
“ awoke me, an<l said, ' What ! Are you not awake i 
" ' There is a row in the cavalry lines, three reports 
“ 'of a pistol, and the (juartennaster-sergeanUs bun- 
“‘galow is on fire,’ I was astonished, ami ordered 
“ the regiment to turn out, and went to give in- 
formation to the Adjutant. He came out of his 
tent, and went with me to parade, and asked if 
“ the regiment was ready. I said, ' Yes, it is ready.’ 

He said, * Where is it ? ’ I said, ' In front of the 
“ ' bells of arms.’ He ordered them to form up in 
"front <d* the (juarter-guard. I formed them up, 
"and made them ready. I received orders that, 
" if any cavalry man came, he was instantly to 
" be shot. In this way we passed the night with 
"our officers. No one took oii‘ his uniform. The 
" cavalry having miitinied went away to Delhi. In 
" the morning the Adjutant ordered us to take off 
"our uniforms, and eat our dinners. Then the 
" guards were placed, and we took t>ff our uniforms. 
" The Colonel came to us, and asked what Naick 
" was on duty at the elephant sheds, as the Cavalry 
"and First Native Infantry wanted four elephants, 
" which were under a guard of a Naick and four 
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of tlic rt‘giuu*iik itin! In* wa> y‘n‘aih pira-^^'^i 
‘Hltoy had ndhsed to givt* tli»‘iii up, and that la* wu^ 
**so ea»iiioiit with tin* Naick that lu* >huuW iiiakr 
him an HaviUar. I ^aitl it wasChiii^a Dotaa Nairk. 
** Bhrst ( ^mlp^tIiy. Tiic Fir^-i Rogiiooiii unit iiiiod 
‘^liko tlii' ravalry, and wont a^\ay, Aitor iJds tin* 
7>lonel sai«l ‘ Bhuwany Sunhalidar, ha< 

waaiialiHl by these imuineei'N. I will *4«» and m'i- 
‘ himd I and Anninuleedtaai. Ha\ ildar-ij{aj«a\ weii! 
'‘with the Colonel to the Cavulr} hospital and 
"saw Bhmuiny 8in^h, who \wts woimded. The 
"(^doned was very much pleased with hiiin Tin* 
"(iohmel tlicn wtua to hi'^ hunpalow. uial I and 
" Auuuudeedei*n went to our line*', ami hauii;^ 
"taken oft’ our uniforms. la‘g-aii to ^nmke : u hen 
"(diaiu Siiioh. Ha\ilthu\ came and stid, whanuiadar. 
*‘*the remment is iiirnino tmt/ I aski'd l>v whose 

o O 

and why. He sail, *1 don't know/ 1 
** went outside, and saw tliat the liavildar was 
“(lreadfulh‘ frightened, and was butioning his coat, 
I tvent “with him to lay ctanpany, am! saw soiin* 
** of the nteu in tiie tent packing up their ehithc^s, 
“and others throwing them away. 1 asked them 
" what was tlie matter, and why they’ were glutting 
ready, Tlmy said, ‘ The Fifty-third reginieiii is 
« 4 getting really, anti so are we/ I siiiil, * Your 
*'* regiment is the Fifty-sixth; what have you to 
**'do with the Fifty-tliird i It would be better for 
*'’‘you fti*st to shout me, and then to do what you 
"'like afterwards/ Many of tlie men said, 'You 
"'are our senior ofticer; we will not kill you. i^ome 
''' ' with us/ I saiil ' Very well ; I will get read}', 
'^Cmd come witli you/ I went out of the tent 
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very slowly for ahtmi. a Inintired yards, aod t.lioa 
run as iast as I could to 1,1 k‘, iuironclimeutj aial 
“ lo]<l ilic (^)Ioiit‘] and Adjutant that the rogiiacnt 
“had niuiiiiicd. They sai<h Mtanc with ns, and 
“ ‘ wc will see/ I said, ‘ Oh, gcntienien, all tlui 
^ regiment has mutinied, and are your {‘uemies. It 
“ ' is not right for you to go to them/ 

Wliile Khoda Bux was in search of his Colonel it 
happened that one of tlie round shots, tired with a 
view of frightening away the sepo}s of the Fifty- 
third, rolled among tlie (‘aiup-kitehens of the Fifty- 
sixth. Hereupon Gunga Rai, a grenadier of an ex- 
citable and suspicious temperament, called out that* 
they were all going to be killed, and took to his 
heels in the direction of Nawabgunge, followed by 
the wliole mob of his comrades, 

An<l now the ship had struck the reef towards 
which she had long been drifting, and had gone to 
pieces in the twinkling of an eye. It only remained 
for the crew to provision the boats and knock togethm* 
some sort of a raft, as in that hour of sudden and 
bewildering peril best they might. Our officers 
at once proceeded to gather up the relics of the 
native force. Some went the round of the Imts, 
wdiile others, by the ai<l of a bugler, ferreted out 
the men wdio had sought a hiding-place in the ravine. 
There were found in all some eighty soldiers whose 
sense of cluty had been stronger than their fear of 
the English niiie-poundors. During the rest of the 
day, these sepoys were employed in carting and 
conveying within the intrenchment the muskets, 
ammunition, and accoutrements which were lying 
about in the lines. Meanwhile many of our country- 
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men eommenceil preparatiMn^ f»>r All 

tliat dav a strrain nf Ing^ua.ea aiai tniiiiini** 
pas>iu|i‘' aiifl fr«» Ixiurfii Hur“|H'aii ijiiail^'i 

aiirl ihn principai l;naiiii54“plai*t>* fa ilmt '-raMat 
of \imwtiiint\ and dang'$‘r, nati\«\s wla^ lollo\\od \hv 
calling of purti‘rs and earricr.s could not In* prociirt'd 
in the bazaar, so thi‘ work had to bo done by the 
domestic servants. A seiisc of comparative rc!it*t 
now began to prevail throughout tho cmiiiunnii}. 
Our offieei's felt that the time had arrived when tln‘\ 
might consult without tiishonour the security of 
themselves and their families. Tludr occupation 
was g'one; and it seiuned very well that their lives 
had not gone likewise. The hleov had fallen : and 
they survived. They knew the worst : and that 
woi>;t was better than the lx‘st which tiny’ had fu’e- 
seeiL Their military pride had been hurt by the 
sight of their btittuliun mmiing from tla-m like a 
parcel of street-bo}'s at tlie appearance of a police- 
man; but in the cowardice of the sepoys lay the 
salvation of the oSicers. Besides, not onlv was it 
I'Xtreniely iniproTjabie that tho inutiiieors wmih! o%‘it 
venture again witiiiu range of Sir Hugh’s anilh-ry, 
but there existed a jKiworful uttraetion to draw them 
in quite another direction. Delhi was the centre 
toward.s which gravitated all the wandering atnnw of 
sedition. There the green flag of the Prophet hiwl 
been unfurled, and the ancient intperial faith vva.s 
again dominant. There, on his ancestral throne, sat 
the descendant of Shah Jehan, roi faiu&tiU no longer, 
but endowed with a lurid aplemlour of princely 
independence. There, with anns dyed to the 
elbows in European blood, mustered the heroes of 
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tlie gi*eat oxitlireuk — tlio men who had hated with 
the deepest liatCj and dared with the most headlong 
and eftectnal daring. Thither, to swell the ranks of 
that PiTotorian guard, swarmed fruui evioy corner of 
Northern India all who liad reason to covet the riiiit 
:)f England, or to dread Ixer tiiuinph. And thither, 
as oiir coniitrynien were rvell aware, the Cawnpore 
nmtineers designed to go without delaja Under a 
’firm impression that all instant risk was at tin end, 
a consideraable number of officers passial the night 
of the fifth July in their private residences without, 
the circuit of the intrenehment. Confidence Inul 
succeeded to distrust, cheerful activity to soinhre 
and passive expectation. The faces of the sepoys 
were turned towards far Delhi. On the way to 
Allahabad, hy road or by rivei”, there was nothing 
which could stop armed and detennined men. Their 
professional feelings wounded, but their throats un- 
cut and their honour untarnished, there was good 
hope that within a month they might be smoking 
their cheroots in the verandah of the United Service 
Club in safe and Inxiirious Calcutta. 

But it was not so to be. The rebellion had already 
gotten to itself a chief, and the chief had matured 
for himself a policy. When the mutineei’s had 
arrived at Nawahguiige they were givcui to under- 
stand that the Nana wms in the neighbourhood. 
Accordingly he was waited on by a deputation of 
native officers and troopers who a^ldresscnl him in 
these words: “Maharaja, a kingdom , awaits you if 
“ you join our enterprise, but death if you side with 
“ our enemies.” The ready reply was, “ What have 
“ I to do with the British ? I am altogether yours,” 
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Tlie envoys then requested liiin to lead tlie tnwqiH lit 
Delhi He assented to their desire; aiiii faid«?d In 
jilacing liis hand on the head of eaeh of the |iarU , 
ant! swearing fidelity to the natnaial ratise, Tlnni the 
ndiels returned tt^their eoinrades, and the. husiiiess eii 
spoliarion Ingan, The nnitiiitHTs first iinmhed in a 
liody to the Treasury: the kt‘eper of the keys was 
terrifitHi into surnuitlering his<’harge: tin* duors wiU’e 
unlocked, and silver to the value of near a huiidrtsl 
thousand poumls sterling wjis distrihiUt*d among ilir 
ranks of the four reginumts. Then the eoiicoiirse 
disiiersed in search of pluiuler and inischieC Soiiii* 
broke open the jail and turneil loose upon society 
tlu* eonetuitrated raseality of one of the nuKst raseally 
liistriets in t air KusUan doininituis. Others set flri* 
to the magistrateV olHee and the eourt-'l u nise ; and. 
in a fit of irrational inaliee, made a honfiro of ali i!m 
records, civil and crimmal alike. Others again, after 
parading ab«nit with a flag hoistetl upon the hack 
id" an elephant, vimteci their spite !»y cutting tint 
cables of the bridge of boats, great part of which 
floated down the river. All Eurtipean houses at the 
west end of tlie station were burneil and sa<‘ki*d. An 
unhappy ovex'seer of highways was fired upon, not 
without effect, and hunted along tlie romi, the con- 
struction of which he had bean engaged in su^rin- 
tending. When they had done as much daaiMigo as 
could bo got into a single morning the mutineers 
packed their more valuable booty about their |>er* 
sons; ftlled a long caravan of carts with their 
property, their domestic gods, and their female re- 
lations of every degree; set forth on their adven- 
turous journey; and, after a very easy afternoon's 



II 


THE OUTBREAK 


Si 


uiarcli, halted ai Kulliajupore, tlie iirsi ^Uige on 
the Delhi road* 

But lUi soon as Uie deputaiion from the rebel army 
had left tlie preseace of the Nana, his most trusii‘d 
advisers uiiaaimously adjured hiiu to give up the 
idea of aecouipauyiug the inarch on Delhi ; and espe- 
cially his (h/ip dam '/ice, Aziiiioolah, urged that if he 
allowed himself to be absorbed into the court of the 
Mogul he would lose all power and iutlucuce : that it 
would be far laore politic to bring into subjection the 
country round Ca\\mpore, and . so command all the 
avenues by which the English reinforcements could 
penetrate into the heart of the disaffected regions : 
that when once possessed of the keys of Delhi and 
the Punjaub he might bargain with the rebels for 
the captain-generalship of their annies, and the uni- 
versal sovereignty of the north of India ; and then, 
with twenty myriads of bayonets and sabres at his 
back, he might sweep down the valley of the Ganges, 
mid wreak, once and for ever, his vengeance on the 
detested race ; tight, on this its hundredth anniver- 
sary, a Plassy very different ff’om the last ; renew the 
Black Hole of Calcutta under happier auspices, and 
om a far more generoils scale; and so teach those 
Christian dogs what it was to flout a Mahratta and 
cheat a Brahmin of royal blood. This eloquence tired 
the Maharaja, who accordingly ordered his elephants 
and pushed on for Kullianpore, attended by his 
brothers Bala and Baba Bhut, and the indispensable 
Azimoolali. The ringle?wlers of the mutiny expressed 
their pleasure in being blessed once more with the 
light of his countenance, but displayed very little 
inclination to give up the idea of Delhi, On the 
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omtrurv, they tliut tlir Xaiia sliniil*! ^tux 

beliiiii! ul i^awiipoiv, and *xi*rrison ilu^ isiapt/iiif wiili 
iiis uwii rataiiuTSy whili* they lllela^elv^^ jiiiiseeiited 
tlieir expedition towanls the iinrth*\u**-l. To llii*- 
Bala, a mmi nf rxt‘f*ra!>If‘ teiuper, howmer. lt«* 

apjitvar^ have heeii ahiet<» i'urhoii rt*piii»«l 

that Sir hfu;Li‘h Wlteeh^r aial hi*' European'^ woiilii 
fauke tht‘iaseivi‘> \en urnpleasaiil !♦> the defeiaiii^ 
of the anil projN>M*d that the aailiiieer^ 

nhould iirs^t ivlura ant! (dear oat t!ie iiiiriairhiaeiii 
am! then 14*0 off to Delhi. At thih point the Malai- 
raja threw iu a jirospivt of uiilituited pilhi^Of ami an 
offer of a g« 4 d unkiei to eaeh Nopin. wliieh pri«iiii*e«i 
an insttait and favonrahle effort upon lii> amhVmw 
The nmtiueer> a^uriH^I retraee ila^ir slep^ and m»l 
leave the station until liiey had put all the Huji^lfsii 
to the sword. As a pledge their earnest intention 
to cany out his <lesiri^s they unaniniously 'salutol 
the Nana as their Rajah, and proceedet! fortliwiih 
to clioo.se leatlers who shouhl eoinniand thmn in the 
field. Souhahdar Teeku »Sing. the prime iimver of 
the revolt, was apjxtinletl <‘hief of the cavalry, with 
the title of Oeneral. denimadar Didgiinjiin 
became Colonel of the Fifty-third, a.nt! HoiibaiKlar 
Gun^ Been Colonel of the Fifty-sixtln There is a 
certain significance in these mimm : for tlmy imlicate 
that, in the opinion, at any rate, of the nintineeim 
themselves, the boldest and most active among the 
unthois of the mutiny were not MuHsuhiiaiis but 
Hindoos ; and tlie belief that stick was in fact the 
case in now very generally entertained by our most 
thoughtful and observant public servants. 

At dawn on the morning of the sixth of June, Sir 
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llugli Wheeler received a letter, in wliich the Nana 
announced his intention of at once eoiuinenciiig the 
attack. Our otiicerH were Huinnioned within the in- 
trenchiuent, where, for a fortnight past, the women 
and children had alrea<ly been in *sanctiiar}'. Tin) 
order was obeyed with soldier-like promptitude, in- 
tensified by the consciousness of iniminent peril. It 
fared ill with those who - had indulged in a fond 
anticipation that their next change of lodging would 
be to Allahabad and Calcutta. There was no time 
for packing, or even for selection. There was not 
leisure to snatch a parting cup of coffee, or a hand- 
ful of cigars, or an armful of favourite books, or a 
pith helmet that lurd been tested by many a long 
day's tiger-shooting under the blazing Indian sun. 
All possessions, liowever hardly earned and highly 
prized ; all dear memorials of home and love, were 
to be alike abandoned to the coming foe. Few and 
happy were they wlio had secured a single clumge 
of raiment; and they who, in the hurry of the 
moment, had stayed to dress themselves from hecid 
to foot were by comparison not unfortunate. Half- 
ciad, unbreakfasted, confused and breathless, our 
countrymen huddled like shipwrecked seafarem 
into the precincts of the fatal earthwork, which 
they entered only to suffer, and left only to 
die. 

For that fortification had been erected under evil 
auspices. As of Kiel the Bethelite, so it may be 
said of poor Bir Hugh, that he marked out the 
ground in his first-born, and set up the 
in the youngest of his household. A chief, whose 
militaiy eye had not been dulled by age, would 
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have iiiscemed the rare capabilities |i*r ihdfiie*' 
afferiliHi by the mai^aKnie, whieli eeiisisleil uf an 
iinuieiise walled ineieMin*, eonlaiidiig 
Imikliiig's and an iiu‘xhanhtibk* stun* of i^nuh and 
aiiiHumit'ioiu The posithai was watered, and a! the 
same time protected in the rt^ar, by the 
Tht‘ public t^hiees and the Treasury uere in the 
immediate vieinitt, s(, that the records and the 
money might have been plaei*d in safei\ a! tiie 
eoHt of .1 few bourn' labour. Tin* doors of the 
jail would havt‘ btaui eommaiak^i by our cannon, 
and at least one tributary to the tiomt of disonler 
pent within its Ixnnids. The native tJovernnient 
ofiieials, wlu^ for tin* most part residt'*d at Nawab- 
gunge, might havi» remaiiuMl in (*omniun!<*a|.i«»ii with 
the civil authorities within tlie fortress ; aiai tin* 
giirrison could have betai readily supplied with pro- 
visions from the loyal villages in the neigldrourhomh 
and, indee<f, from tlu‘ city itself; whicli, says fair 
old friend Nanukclnmd, ** was like a ciTtaiit wife 
** who used to act up to the wisltes of her husband, 
‘'because she feared him, and then ctadd also 
“protect hemeif; but, tvhen her husband dit»d. she 
“found herself im<ier other }x?o}>le’s eontnd, and 
“ lived in licenced He further oteerves that “ the 
“Sahibs did the reverse of wisdom. They iimmIc 
“ the intrenchment far out in the plain and outside 
“ the city, without refleetixig tliat, in case of mutiny 
“breaking out, it would be Humnimled by the 
“rebels on all four sides, who \voukl be assisted 
“ by the artillery of the magazine, and the Ck.ivera- 
“ meat treasure so temptingly thrown in their way. 
“Thus, to illustrate the proverb, the Sahibs put 
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sword into the enemy's liand, and tlirust tlieir 
'*own heads forward.” 

Such was indeed the case. li' the choice of the 
site for our place of refuge had been confided to 
Azinioolah and Teeka Sing, they could not have 
selected one more favourable for the attack. The 
Dragoon hospital stood in tlie centre of a vast open 
space, fiat with the flatness of Bengal, on the south 
bank of the canal which separated the military 
(piarter from tlie native city, the bridge of boats, 
the civil station, and the magazine. The establish- 
ment consisted of two single-storied baiTacks sur- 
rounded by spacious verandahs; each intended to 
afford accommodation for a company of a hundred 
men. The building that was somewhat the larger 
of the two was thatched with straw, which circum- 
stance alone rendered the position untenable. The 
other was roofed with concrete, a condition usually 
expressed by the word *'piicka”; that ubiquitous 
adjective which is the essential ingredient of Angkn 
Indian conversation. Botli houses were constructed 
of thin brickwork, hardly proof against the rays 
of an Eastern sun, and far too frail to resist a 
twenty-four pound shot. The hospital was provided 
with a due modicum of cooking sheds and servants’ 
Imts; and in front of the thatched barrack was a 
well, protected by a slight parapet. By order of Sir 
Hugh these premises had been inclosed in a mud- 
wall of the shape of a rectangular parallelogram ; 
four feet in height ; three feet in thickness at the 
base; and twenty-four inches at the crest, which 
was, therefore, pervious to a bullet from an Enfield 
rifle, The batteries were constructed by the very 
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simple^ of lojiviijir im apoiHiro of n sj/i' 

proportiuihnl to ilio nttinbor of tin* oiHi> : .*-0 !!i,'il 
oiir af1.ilK‘rvnuii sor\osl liioir piocM-s, iii tio* fioliL 
with tJicir ptMvoii^ (‘iiliroh oxpoM*t! |o ilo* tin* nf 
flu* c*iu*iuy. 

ilnost* huhvarks uallu*r«Hl a 

laixod aiul fet‘bIo oompain. ila* fill! -?itu of a 
tlumBaiul kouIh. Of tlioso, four !nna!ro»i aiai 
five were uieu, of every a^e aial proff'>Mou. I1u*ir 
wives au<l grown fiaugfitej>; wert» nhoiit two liiiiiilre«l 
aiul eigldy in iuuuIht, uial tfieir litt-le ones fit lem% 
ns luaim All wfio were .aBk* tr» bear anus* Uvmty 
score by taie, were i\\ ouee ejilletl ti^getlu'r, fiia! tolil 
off ill bab*lH‘s inuii*r tbeir respretiu* ofiieerH. Tie* 
north side of the intreiuduuent , faring tin* riuu\ was 
strengthened by n i«»or httie triangular outwork, 
wduch our ganison entitled “the lltshin : m if to 
cheer themselves, during their cruel and inglorious 
stniggle, with a reminiscencH^ <d'<diivairous Eurojtean 
warfare. Tliis important post was int-rusted to 5»|iij<ir 
Vibart, of the Ri?eond Cavalry, assisu*d by l^aptain 
Jenkins. At the* norih-i^asiern corner, Lieutenants 
Ashe and Sotheby superiutt‘n<h*d a battery of one 
tweiity-four"|>ounder howitzer ainl two nine-ia^imdew. 
Captain Kempknd hml duirge of the ea^il fiirtaim 
while at the south-c^asterii angle stood three nitie- 
pounder guns under the churgi* of Lieuteimiits 
Eckford, Biuiiey, ami Delafosse ; of whom one was 
destined” to show ujKm happier fields of battle how 
the soldioi's of Cawnpore fought and hl«l. Next 
in order came the main-guaitl, held by ’Lieutenant 
Turnbull, and flanked by a tiny rifled piece caiTjiiig 
a three-pound ball, which was manned by a detfieh- 
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meiit tnidoi* tltc orders of Major Prouk Towards 
fch{? irortli, Lkniieiauits Deiapskw and Martin direc'kn] 
till) working' of rlu'(4‘ nine-pountlers ; a, in! tlieir next 
neig’libonr was iJaptain Whiting, who fidt the Redan 
with his right, and thus elosed the eireuit of thi^ 
defence. The geiuwal supervision of the artillery 
devolved upon Major Larkins ; but that officer was 
incapacitated by illness from taking a very active 
part in the operations. 

There was no time to ])e lost. While the com- 
manders of the various posts were choosing their 
parties, and ])laeing tlieir sentries, and dispensing 
their sliare of the arms and ammunition, already the 
roar of great guns, ami the clouds of black smoke 
rising fast and Ireciuent in the noi*th-west quarter, 
told them that the warning of tlie Nana was no 
(unpty menace. As wdien, during some great hurri- 
cane, the tidal waive comes surging up the river, 
unlooked for and irresistible, leaving in its track 
desolation and ruin, the wrecks of ships and the 
corpses of men — so on that morning, over doomed 
Cawnpore swept the returning flood of mutiny 
and misrale. At break of day the whole rebel 
array poured down the Delhi road in a comjiact 
body, with the Maharaja at their head, who had 
good reason to be proud of his following. It was 
a force which would have done credit to any 
Mahratta chief in the palmiest days of that re- 
doubted race. There was an entire regiment of 
excellent cavalry, well mounted and equipped. There 
was a detachment of gunners and drivers from the 
Oude Artillery, who had been despatched as a loan 
from Lucknow to Cawnpore, just in time to enable 
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Ijlieiii to Jake part iii tkr reuilu lliere ilir 

NailaV nwii iti^riiikloHN, who made tip hv altarii- 
iiient to liin euitM» what thev u'aiilod in iidiiliiit 
skill Lastlv, there wiav three fine hiittaiioiiH of 
Bmiga! st‘po\x led h^\' exjHa'ieiieed '-e|HO oflieer^. 
arme<l with English nni'^ktls and trained hy Kiiglisli 
discipline. Wht*n the juut ineeis. arriu'd a! tin* iait* 
skirts of the station, Tt^eka Bing, the iJeneral ptisf. 
polling his private gain and inaliee to the piihlii' 
gwal, repaired at onee to t-la‘ ntagariia*, and siaiil 
the Bioriiing in scH-nring a Hecfi of lliirly bmts mdiieli 
ky beneath the walls, laden with shot, shell ainl 
heavy eaimon. Tlie guns in servieealde onh*r he 
sent irff towards tin* intnitidiinent i*ii earriagi'S drawn 
hy Governnuiit 1>ulIoek>; anti !!io>e wliieh were noi 
in condition for iniiuediate nsc^ lu* eeanpelled ihe 
artificer of the establisluneiit to brush tip on tin* 
Government lathes. But the main bo^ly of ilie iii** 
Hurgents displayed no such foresight 4»r sidf-controL 
They kept close order no longer^ but spread theni'- 
selves out to the right and hdt, and, robbing, burn* 
ing, and murdering as tlu^y went, bire southwards 
over the civil (jiuuierand llu* native city. Sir George 
Parker and a party of his friends, who, iiiiob^trviiiit 
of the eoming stonn, were lingering over iheir last, 
breakfast in his pleasant villa, iiacl biircdy time to 
fly for their lives. Four office-clerks, who lived 
together in a shop on the banks of the ciiaah after 
a valiant resistance, were Binoketl out of their Iwlgiiig, 
and slain as they fled. The tri>o|»rs of the Baooticl 
Cavalry galloi>od up and down the lanes of the Maek 
town, hunting for Englishmen; and the low-casto 
Mohammedans of the ba2mi* — 'the 8woitl-|xilis!iers, the 
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cotton-Bpinners, aud the dealers in silver ornaments 
— -joined eagerly in the cliase. One European was run 
down and worried to death in a garden. Anothta; a 
gentleman advanced in age, had concealed himself' 
in a hut near the posting-house in company with his 
wife, his little daughter, and liis son, a boy of sixteen 
years. The wretched family were tracked to their 
hiding-place, arrested, and dragged before the Nana, 
who ordered them for instant execution; and they 
were happy at least in this, that they died together 
and without delay. Proclamation made that 
every building in which shelter had been given to 
Europeans, Eurasians, or Christians of any extrac- 
tion, should first be plundered, and then razed to 
the ground. This announcement provided the rebels 
with a pretext for breaking open and ransacking the 
dwellings of many respectable natives. Buddreo 
Nath, the commissariat contractor, who was accused 
of secreting Lady Wheeler and her daughters, lost 
the savings of a lifetime in the course of a single 
hour. The scum of the city made the most of their 
period of licence, and, when any portable property 
came in their way, took good care not to inquire very 
closely into the creed of the owner. Among others, 
the King of Oude is supposed to have suffered a 
heavy loss. Forty thousand nipees belonging to a 
Hindoo merchant were taken from a cart which 
stood in the premises of the post-office, and removed 
into the most blackguard districts of the neighbour- 
hood. A gang of cavalry soldiers went down the 
Street of Silver, the main thoroughfare of the town, 
beating in the doors of the cloth-merchants and 
money-changers, insulting the [trembling tradesmen, 
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till ; for 01)0, loasi, Lioiitonaiit- Asliburiior, wun 
never again seen or heard of; and poor Mr. Jlurpliy, 
of the East Indian Railway, hnaight bat'k wiUi him 
a. wound, to which ]h‘ sueeundiiMl hofore the day was 
out. He enjoyed the inelanclmly honour of btaiig 
buried in a solitary coffin wliich had been found in 
a corner of the Inispital ; and shared with one other, 
a lady who died of fever, envialile in that she was 
the first, tlie privilege of being deiauitly inten-ed 
within the preeinets of the intrenchineiit. There 
soon canic to be scanty leisure for funeral rites. At 
ten o’clock the mutineers tire<l their first sliot, from 
a nine-pounder gun, which they liad brought down 
to the vacant lines of the First Infantry. The ball 
struck the crest of the mud wall, and glided over 
into the smaller barrack, where it broke the leg of 
an unhappy native footman, who breathed liis last in 
the course of the afternoon. This terrible and un- 
wonted visitor, the jirecursor of many, scared indoors 
a large assembly of ladies and children who were 
sitting and playing in and about the verandahs; 
and sent to their posts the fighting men, most of 
whom had now their earliest experience of the sen- 
sation produced by tlie rush of a round shot. 

And so the siege had begun. The first stroke had 
been played in that momentous contest, of which 
the stake w<as a tliousand English lives; since no- 
thing remained for our countrymen to protect save 
their bare existences and the empty shadow of the 
British rule. The first game had gone against us. 
The Nana had won the regiments ; and the regiments 
had won their colours, their weapons, and their 
pay. Why needed they to grudge the losers their 
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bfoath ? WliV. for a nl' ik'* vuIik,*, 

ki t'lu* u\viH*r, shonl! tliay tlpliiw*mtrly ji 

Iiamrtlotj?; and »tf dniild** *»r ijiiik " 

Powf^r and antliHrily, IrraMirt'h and 
sinews and llie iuum‘I«*n f»f war* had aliki* passed n\i*r 
to ihe sepeys* What leiaptaiiHU w*a> there to rnii 
the laaiiifold piihlit* elta!u'e> Mt‘ battle, and iiaair lh«* 
jK»i*soiial risk wldeh laau* eaii a\eid brin|4 aitt'iy 
KBglishraeii tn ba\% in onh*r i*» desirey a liiiinlihl mI' 
disheartened invalids and eiviiiaiis, sfiiretdy iiniii«*r- 
ous enengli te eseert> thidr wanneii aini eliildreii in 
safety to Allahal)ad thron^jfh the perils *if eddies, and 
quicksands, and hands uf hi^diwayiniai reeniited an*! 
einboldenet! in those inontlts yeiiend anarchy f 

Bnt itcanuMo pass that their la*art was liardeneil. 
and they wonhl not let our people The riiio- 
letnlers of the nmiiny ktiew well that t.lndr jM'^ition 
was (sne of ntinost hu/^ard. They limi Ixani Um 
criminal to he forgiven, untl to<i siifcc*ssfii! to be for- 
gotten* Henceforward their aim was to implicntt* 
their cdmrades beyoinl the hope of pardon: to piact* 
betfWeen them ainl their former (‘ondition of life a 
gulf tilled with English bltHHl. And wlam the Nana 
exhorted his follower to slay and s}mre not. In* 
spoke to willing ears; for between theiii mid lair 
eountiymen there existetl a degit^e id' iniitiial cHs- 
truHt wdiich (amltl only end in mntna! 

The minds of men waw no agitateil and disonlercsl 
by anger and nneasinesH, that the sole cliaiice of life 
for either party lay in the niter desirnctioii of tlie 
other. Already quarter was no longer given* fiitdt 
indeed, conid hardly be said to be worth the asking. 

A Ennwan know that, if one set of Pandies enter- 
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iaiued any (jiiuilms of compassion or gratitude* the 
next s(|uad who came across him would infallibly cut 
his throat ; and a sepoy knew that, if his captors 
took the trouble to drag him about in their train for 
a few days, the magistrate at the hi'st station on tlie 
road would have him hung before the officer in com- 
mand of the party had emerged from the bath-room. 
This was no generous rivalry of national vigour and 
skill and prowess. Little of military science was here, 
and less of military courtesy. With clenched teeth and 
bated breath, tlie Brahmin and the Baxou closed for 
the death-gi*apple ; well aware tliat, when once their 
fingers were on each other s throats, one only of the 
combatants would ever rise fi’om the trampled sand. 

As soon as the Rubicon of insurrection liad been 
passed, — as soon as the gauntlet of sedition luid been 
thrown, — the first care of the mutineers was to get 
rid of all who had been the witnesses of their guilt, 
and who might hereafter be the judges. No sepoy 
felt secure of his neck and plunder as long as one 
solitary Englishman remained on Indian soil The 
revolted soldier desired with a nervous and morbid 
anxiety to get quit of the Sahibs by fair means or 
foul. He did not care to expose us to unnecessary 
misery and humiliation ; to torture our men, or to 
outrage our women. His sole object was to see the 
last of us : to get done with us for good and for ever. 
Ignorant beyond conception of European geography 
and statistics, he had convinced himself that, if once 
the Anglo-Indians of every sex and age were killeii 
off‘ from the Governor-General to the Sergeant-major's 
baby, there did not exist the wherewithal to replace 
thenu He conceived that Great Britain had been 
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dniiiii‘»i l*» rrmiif lli#' **! hiii 

ANiaiii* t'Hipirr : that onr Iimhm* 

<4" liiiF'^rs ami t*hiI(ir<‘Ja f>t wli»» !ia«l 1^*11 iJa. 

Kitst fni' a w!iil*‘ ill !a‘a!t!i- aial wivmii- 

wlia hai! n‘tin'tl tu livi* a! aan/ t»ii llai'r >liair flir 
t n‘a.surrs at' lliiiflMvlaih Ha faiM'ini llfat ilia 
ul' a ;LtaUai*al utav'^sui'a »»! miu* ]H‘n|»!i‘ i'alt»lar 

Olir isiuial a liauia at’ 1 h lia 
ilial* lliuse chauit***! n iaia a ti* •'f *»! 

avi^iigars, lli‘ l»'lk‘Vati aur jmwar |a ha a aiiiiijaia, 
aial 1 h‘ <l!M‘aV4*rail it to bo a hvilni* Ha laani*‘4 ioa 
iat.t‘ that ho huU <Hp* 4 a«l u pii fhr liiiiiholb and liii*! 
lalloa into tha ditoh whiah la* had uiada ; tliai iii.s 
juisaliiof ami his violoiit <laa!iit,a'" had rMiur diovii 
U}toii hi^ tiwn baud : that Ha^uti-'hiiaai \ui«‘ luaii}' 
and t'laU. wlnaj tlia oaoa>i‘>H ‘'i/ia*'d, lliair hai loo 
\^oro !oi- slow to shod bloiMl : that our >o|dii,i*s oiaild 
kill wiihiu the your iut»ro hoailuiit thaii oiir iiiih- 
sioiiurios had oointTiai} iu iIm* ooiirH* of a riiitiirj : 
that uiir s<K‘ia! soionoo talk about tho saoroiluosn of 
huiuau life, aud uur May Mooiiu^ talk «‘*>iu?oriiiiio 
<»ur duty towards thosi» boidgldinl >oiil> for wboiii 
(lirist dk*d, mount that wt‘ woro lo for^iw most of 
those who had novor injurod us, and ‘-cldiiiii hang 
an innocent Hindoo if we <‘ouId oaudi a guilty one : 
that the great principles of mercy and justice iiiiil 
charity must cease to bt* eternally true until liie 
injured pride of a mighty nation had bc*on saiishtHl, 
its wrath glutte<l, and its sway rifsitaxHl 

But though apprehension arid'clislike luat iiispirwl 
the rebels with a determination to destroy every 
Englishman off tin* fk*e <d" the land, had they no 
feeling of ruth for tlm sufferings and the fate of our 
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women ( Ni'vcr in Enropeun waifare has thc‘ swortl 
been deliberately pointed at a ibnude breast ; save 
during those rare seasons, indelible from memory 
and inexpiable b\' national remorse, when, after the 
mad carnage of a successful escalade, drunkenness 
and licence have ruled the hour. If the Nana knew 
the valour and strength of our officers too well to 
allow him to be merciful, how came it that he did 
not respect the weakness of our ladies { No one 
can rightly road the history of the mutineers unless 
he constantly takes into account the wide an<l radi- 
cal difference between the views held by Eurojieans 
and Asiatics with reference to the treatment ami 
position of the weaker sex. We who live among 
the records and associations of chivalr}’ still make 
it our pride to regard women as goddesses. The 
Hindoos, who allow their sisters and daughters few 
or no personal rights; the Mohammedans, who <lu 
not even allow them souls; cannot bring themselves 
to look upon them as better than playthings. The 
pride of a Mussulman servant is painfully wounded 
by a scolding from the mistress of the house, and he 
takes every opportunity of showing his contempt for 
her by various childish impertinences. Among the 
numberless symptoms of our national ecceiitricit}*, 
that which seems most extraordinary to a native 
is our submitting to be governed by a woman. And 
as a Hindoo fails to appreciate the social stamling 
of an English lady, so it is to bo feared that he gives 
her little credit for her domestic virtues. Her free 
and unrestrained life excites in his mind the most 
singular and tmjust ideas. To see women walking 
in public, driving about in open carnages, dining, 
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iiBcl in!kiHLi[, uini 4an«iii*4 ^ilii iiivii wiili 

thorn neilhcr In* hhnnl !H>r uiarriji^^i% liovn laiK lt» 
prodnci* upon liiin a ialso niid inithri.iiiialo iiiijir*"*** 
sioiL* And tlna’iloro it happoiail I hat n 
corporah wh^M* o.suiaal** nf a KiirMpoali laiH 
(‘nrionsly 'Oniupuinaloi} of’ ofauoaija, fiiKijijirohalioii. 
anti iais«*oia*t*pnon. h'U'' adaplo*! to taitoiiaiii 

fttr lior st*iitiinoiits t^f kniulith ami 

tlevnthai. In tlio oyos of mio!i a man 
wtanan was !>nt tlm lutithor <»f an oliil4, aiai 

ovory English (*hi!ti was a simking tyriiiik Tito 
w<4vos, with thoir luatos am! who!p>. hu4 horn 
hoiimknl mt«» llH‘ir tlm, ami mnv nr uvwr was ihr 
time in sim>kt' tlnan tail, ami knnrk »«n thr hr;ni tlir 
win^Io ttf fhai fmauiilahlr hnnuL Am! >n. on thr 
fii*st iSaUirtiay of that Jum\— -thoM% hrio nii a m'lmir* 
Side bntclmry: tht)st% propart'*! to play t-he mail for 
their <Iear life, ami ft*r livrs i!t*arrr stilh— with 
widely diifterent Impe, but with mpial restaliilioii, on 
either side of tlie lueagrr* rampart, lx*siegers ami 
besieged mustered for the batik*. 


* In The Mirror of holhp, « %*eraiif*ii!ar ilraniii wliich la'w 
gaintnl for itself a niche in ImliuTs hislnry, and o»iitribiin^l a 
rather reniarkahk paj^e to the I^tiw He|Iorm of the riileiitta 
tribimals, the following pasaiige wears In a coiiveniitios 
between two natii^e women : — ■ 

EehoiL More<iYer, the wife of the Indtgo-pkiitpr^ in order 
to make her hueband^a ease atrrmg, liw sent a letter t«i the 
magistrate, since it is miid that the magistrate heiira her m^wnls 
most attentirel j. 

Ad%fd€. I saw* the lad}^ Bhe law m> Hhame nl all. Wlien the 
im^istrate of the distnet (wdiose iiaiiie weiiHiims great k*rror) 
goes riding about through the village, the laily iil^i ihles on 
liorseback with him. Biding alamt tm a hoWi ilemise the 
aunt of Keri once laughwl before tlie elder brrdliftr «f her 
hitslmnd, all people ridknkd her : while this -was the magii- 
tmte of the district. 
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THE SIEC4E 

T he intelligence of the revolt speedity travelled 
over all .surrounding districts, and attracte<l to 
the spot the entire available blackguardism of the 
neighbourhood. The disloyal and insolvent land- 
holders for thirty miles about called out their 
tenantry and retainers, and made the best of their 
way to Oawnpore. Some chieftains brought two 
hundred armed followers ; others four hundred. One 
Rajah came with a tail of forty score : while Bho- 
wany Sing, whom Nanukchund designates as that 
old and notorious scoundrel,'' marched into the rebel 
camp at the head of twelve hundred inatchIock~inen. 
No one seems to have entertained any doubt as to 
, the final extinction of our sway. The old order of 
things had disappeared for ever, and it behoved any 
feudal leader who had ambition or nece.sBities to be 
present and ready to assert himself ere the new 
order was definitely established. The Nana was 
fii>?t to seize the occasion by the forelock. A trusty 
adherent was sent to Bithoor with an escort of 
twenty horse to announce the commencement of 
the' Mahratta nile. It was a terrible hour for thc^ 
personal enemies of him wlio had assumed tli(* 
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priijtie aut'liorit'V. A^ MH»ii it* ilui! 

their iaasii.*r 'was in jHnv»T. thr i*!!*’ riifiiaiis wii*i 
fiwarmiHl in his palact* nt otm* prurvi'ilt'il t** gmiify 
Mh spite and tlieir *iwn waiit»»n ern»/h\% They 
forced the doors of Ifourdeetn who artod UhS 
to the widows t>f Bajet* Ran, iho !ale IVisliwa ; 
kiiucketl down Ins hunse ulMait. his oars: slew liis 
people; aiul ended hy hlowinji' him foon tin* nioiii.ti 
of a cannon. They seized the atteiidaiils **f i Idmiia 
Apa, who pulled the strings td’ the lawsiuf hrought 
against the Maharaja hy his eousiii, loadet! them 
with chains, and infornnnl them that they were it> 
be put to death as si»on as the euptors i*onld find 
leisure to cut <jfi' their hands and Namik- 

chund, who had Inam the h'adini: outin^fd in the 
case, was %varned in time of i!u‘ imjH-nding *!aiigen 
He sent wal'd to his juniom to jwtwide for tlieir 
own safety, and himself souglut concealment in an 
unfurnished house belonging ti> one of his friemis, 
whence he observed the progi'ess of the insurrection 
with a penetration that was iH*easioiiaiIy distorted 
by present tenxir and the anticipation of fniure 
advancement. 

On the morning of Sumlay, t.he seveiitli of June, 
a proclamation in two languages mm issued tl 
Cawnpore from the preas of a sehoolmaster, aisci 
distributed by his pupils, mjjuring all true HimlrMw 
and Mussulmans t<» unite in defence of their rcligioiis, 
and rally round the person of tlie Nana. Neither 
Mussulmans nor Hindoos were slow to ol>ey iJie 
call The residents of the Butche/s Ward forth- 
with set up the green standard, and m^ere joincii 
by the dregs of the jKipulation, Eesjieetabie Mciliatii- 
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medaiifs at first lield aloof; but next day the banner 
was removed to an open square, south of the canal 
whither a large an<] influential body of i,ho faithful 
repaired to do homage to the symbol of their religion. 
Azeeziin, the Demoiselle Theroigne of the revolt, 
appeared on horseback amidst a group of her ad- 
mirers, dressed in the uniform of her favoured regi- 
ment, armed with pistols, and decorated with medals. 
A priest of high consideration seated himself beneath 
the flag, rosary in hand, and endeavoured by prayer 
and meditation to ascertain whether the day was 
propitious for an attack upon the stronghold of 
the infidel His piety, however, was cut short by 
a round-shot from Lieutenant Dempster’s battery, 
which sent the assemblage of believers scuttling to 
the nearest cover : upon which the holy man bundled 
together his beads, tucked up his robes, and made 
oS' with a precipitation not altogether consistent 
with the doctrine of fatalism. 

Meanwhile throughout and around the town were 
being gathered in the gleanings of that harvest of 
murder. A miserable family of the name of Mackin- 
tosh was discovered lurking under a bridge disguised 
in native clothes, their faces stained with pitiful 
want of skill in imitation of the Hindoo complexion. 
A road overseer was caught with his wife and 
childi-en to the north of the station; and another 
person employed in the same department, who 
had found a temporary refuge beneath the roof of 
an individual whom he had fonnerly obliged with 
a contract, was now turned adrift, and taken by 
the bloodhounds who were scouring the city. To 
each and all of these capture was death, instant, 
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iihworablf, Tlit‘ Maharaja ita*! 4<‘N[»ab'fif’>^ a |«aiu 
uf si‘p(jyN !*) tiH‘ *»!' Mr* K>iwai-i ItK^-inU'n 

a laaii af roHiMthi’ahia jH'nprUu w!im li'-al uu* a 
*slu‘itt‘r I?) all ra«n*aih ia » 

Ilian ial. Tlii*- iaiti^r uanlli'iaaii prau-a liia^ 

ill wha!i*var niilitaia (pialitia^ hr lui^uiit h.nr hr*'a 
i!t‘fifirut, i'nura*^i‘, at laa*'!, ua'' aai ifirir. 

fur he deiriah’il tlu* i hirnhuld In'- h<«-: uiitii ihi 
htst cartriilai* had heeu rvjH*udad. and liim \\,dkr*i 
hi aiiiaii*;- the assaihuu*', and liad»’ liaaa hi'* 
t1iruat% an invitation to wliirh tlirv ea^^rrh 

TIht then seemed Mr, iirtaiswai, his wlh', his 
sister, and hi> iitth* taiex and hroiieitl ihiia as 
prisoners the Xana ; who ord**r»*d them into ron- 
Htienient with tin* expeiiatit*n otHhiaiidiie a lansrin. 
and the intention of kiihn- tlnin whrihrr fa not 
the money was fortheoiaing, ll<* tor our had iio 
notion of perniittinju^ his uvariee to ehish with liis 
barbarity. 

As the excitement of traekino down and nneartli* 
ing Englishmen l)egan to langnisli on mvoiiiit <,! 
the growing scarcity of vieiiins, the imititjeeis. 
gradually beto<ik themselve> tt> tiu* inorr 
business of the siege. During the wIim!,. nf Satiirdin 
Teeka Sing ha<l been hard at work in the Arsemih 
mounting tlte gi^eat guns, and tlespattbing iliem 
successively to the scene of luaiom As hist as emdi 
piece arrived, it wais placed in pu-iiion, ajid iiiaiiiied 
by a party of volunteeix By noon on Siiiidfiy the 
cordon of batteries was compietCt and oiir iiil-rt^iieli*' 
nmnt was raked by tAventy-foiir-jMinini sliot froiii 
every quarter of the compass. Xow 
to the most inexperiencetl eye the fatiii and irn*- 
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inediable rlefecis of felio site which oitr Ueiuoitl 
liad selected for thi‘ fortification. Tlu‘ Dragoon 
hospital was entirely surronuded by large and solid 
bnihlings, at distances varying from three to eight 
lunulred yards : buil< lings from which the assailants 
derived protection at least as effectual as that 
afforded to the garrison by their improvised defences. 
From roof and window pourecl a shower of bf diets 
during the hours of dajdight, while after dusk troops 
of sepoys liovered about within pistol-shot, and made 
night hideous with incessant volleys of musketry. 
Hencadbrward, there was but little sleep for our 
countrymen. 

The annals of warfare contain no episode' so 
painful as the stoiy of this melancholy conflict. 
It is a story which needs not comment or embellish- 
ment. Whether related in the inornate language of 
official correspondence, or in the childish phraseology 
of Hindoo evidence, it moves to tears as surely as 
the pages in which the gi'eatest of all historians 
tells the last agony of the Athenian host in Sicily. 
The sun never before looked on such a sight as a 
crowd of women and children cooped within a small 
space, and exposed during twenty days and nights 
to the concentrated fire of thousands of muskets 
and a score of heavy cannon. At first every 
projectile whicli struck the bamicks was the signal 
for heartrending slirieks, and low wailing more 
heartrending yet: but, ewe long, time and habit 
taught them to suffer and to fear in silence. Before 
tlic thirtl evening every window and door hud been 
beaten in. Next went tlie screens, the pile<l-up 
furniture, and the internal partitions : and soon 
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ila* naked rooms. Home ladi*‘> \Vi*rt' '^laiii ontri^ili! 
by grape or rouial-sbot. Oibrr^ woro ‘'^triirk «io\vii 
hr bullets. Many were eriished beii**:fili falliii,:: 
brickwork, or mutilated In th*» ^pliii!er% wbjeb fb-w 
from sliattered '^asb and pam‘L Ifapjn were ibiy 
whose age and .^ex eallet! tlnaa le ibe frent ef tie- 
battle^ and dispensed them troUi lie* spertmde «.»f 
this passive earnage, Bett»*r te h*eu’ meie distinctly 
the crackle of the sepoy uiUsketry. aiid ihr groans of 
wounded wife and sister iam*e fainih. If tiio th^y 
both must, such was the though! of ne^re than ore- 
husband, it was well that duty bado ihoia die 
Never did men fight with mon* signal detriiiiiiia» 
tion against more fearful odds. No! at Fonieiey, 
not at Arcot, not at Albuera was Briii^li endiiniiirr 
BO stubborn, or British valour so cimspinious, For. 
while the besiegers worked their guns under ia#ver. 
the artillerymen of tlie besitged steud eiwi n|ttui 
the bare plain. Wliile the besit*gers j»»ssesHed iin- 
boimded ste^re of huge mortars and l^atteriiig-giiiis. 
the besieged had a few cannon too simdi f«ir etlirii- 
cious service in the liekl While disease and III#* 
ttccidents of combat hourly diminished the iitinilK^rs 
of those within, the ranks without tvc?re daily sirolloii 
by regiments of recent mutineers and fresh eliiiis nf 
rebels. But circumstances such as Ihescf are 
adapted to exhibit the strangt* liirmoiir of ilie 
English warrior. Witli all that was most dear at 
their backs, and in front ail that was most hatefiih 
and, in their view, most coiitemplilile, itiidfiiiiitoi 
and not uncheerfiil our eountryineii bore up tlie frsiy. 
From the very earliest days of the iittac*k it beeaiiie 
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apparent tliat old Sir Hugh was unequal to ila} 
exposure and fatigue involved in the conduct of the 
struggle, and in the inspection and re-distribution of 
the posts, a labour rendered only too severe by tlii^ 
deadly fire of the enemy. In such a strait men act as 
acted those ten thousand Greeks, when bj’ the banks 
of far Euphrates their chief had been slain and their 
allies scattered to the winds, ''Then/' says Xeno- 
phon, " Clearehus took the command, and the rest 
‘'obeyed; not as having chosen him hy fonnal 
“election, but because they saw that he, and he 
“ alone, had the temper of a general/' The Clearehus 
of (iiwnpore wjus Captain Moore, an officer in charge 
of the invalids of th.e Thirty-second Foot. He was a 
tall, fair, blue-eyed man, glowing with animation and 
(*asy Irish intrepidity. Wheresoever there was movst 
pressing risk, and wheresoever there was direst 
wretchedness, his pleasant presence was seldom 
Icuig wanting. Under the rampart; at the bat- 
teries; in some out-picket, where men were dropping 
like pheasants under a fearfiil cross-fire; in some 
comer of the hospital, to a brave heart more fearful 
still, where lay the mangled forms of those young 
and delicate beings whom war should always spare : 
—ever and ever}''where was hearil his sprightly voice 
speaking words of encouragement, of exhortation, of 
sympathy, and even of courteous gallantry. Wher- 
ever Moore had passed he left men something more 
courageous, and women something less unhappy. 
It is well when such leaders are at hand. It is ill 
when they are discovered and promoted too late to 
undo the evil that has been already done. 

Adorn the south-western angle of the intrench- 
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luolit rail a line of barrackn which were st.il 1 in ctairse 
(if erection. They each measured some two hundred 
feet in length, and were constructed of red brick, 
which had not as yet received that coat of white 
plaster that reduces all Anglo-Indian house decora- 
tion to a uniformity of colour diversified only by the 
various degrees of age and shabbiness. Of these, th<.‘ 
buildings marked in the plan by the numbers 2, 3, 
and 4, were in close proximity to the corner of our 
fortification, the entire extent of which they com- 
manded, inasmuch as their walls had been already 
completed to an elevation of forty feet. None of the 
others had been raised to a height of more than two 
or three yards from the level of the ground. The 
flooi*s had not been laid, nor the bamboo poles 
removed, which, rudely spliced together, form the 
cheap but ft’ail scaffolding of Hindoo arcbitecture : 
and the ground both within and without, along the 
whole row, was thickly covered with piles Jic 
materials used in the .progress of the works. iVom 
the very first the sepoys possessed the northern half 
of the range : but they never succeeded in obtaining 
a hold on Barrack Number Four, which was defended 
by a party of civil engineers who had been em- 
ployed upon the East Indian Railroad. These gentle- 
men, over and above that indigenous aptitude for 
conflict common to all Englishmen of the upper 
classes, had acquired, during yeans spent in survey- 
ing, a trained sharpness of vision and a correct judg- 
ment of distance which rendered them peculiarly 
dangerous when placed behind the sights of an 
Enfield rifle. For three days these amateurs baffled 
every attempt of the enemy : but at the end of that 
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period the assaults of the enemy lx*c*anu^ so lii‘roe 
and frequent that tliey were not sorry to a(rt‘pt the. 
services of a fighting man by professiom And 
there came across to them from the Bedan Captain 
Jenkins, a valiant soldier, foredoomed to a death id’ 
anguish extraordinary even at such a trime. 

Whether the mutineers were aware of this intro- 
duction of the military element, or whetluu* they 
already had learned to respect ci\ilian skill aial 
bravery, from this time forth they ilesisied from 
their efforts in that (|iiarter, and turned their atten- 
tion to the southernmost of the unfinisluMi erections, 
which they proceeded to occupy in great fierce* 
Hereupon Lieutenant Glanvillc was posted with a 
small detachment in the tidjoining barrat'k, which 
thenceforward was recognized by both parties as the 
key of our position. What the fann of Hougouniont 
was at Waterloo, — wliat the sand-bag battery was ait 
Inkermam — that was Barrack Number Two in the 
death-wrestle of CaTOpore. How furious was the 
strife, — how desperate the case of the little garrison, 
may be gathered from the fact that, though only 
sixteen in number, they had a surgeon t<) tlienv 
selves, who never lacked ample einploymenir. Olan- 
ville came under liis hands, desperately wouiuUhI: 
and the vacancy thus caused was soon after supplied 
by Lieutenant Mowbray Thomson of the Fifty-sixth 
Native Infantry. This officer did his best to lose a 
life which destiny seemed detenniimd to preserve in 
order that England might know liow, in tlieir exceed- 
ing distress, her sons liad not been mimindfiil of 
her ancient honour. My sixteen menC he writes, 
consisted in the first instance of Ensign Henderson 
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of the Fiftj'-sixtli Native Infajatiy, five or six of the 
Madras Fusiliers, two plate-la)' ers from the railway 
works, and some men of the Eighty-foiuih Regi- 
''ment. The first instalment was soon disabled. 
“ The Madras Fusiliers were armed with the Enfield 
“ rifie, and consequently tliey had to bear the brunt 
‘‘ of the attack, Tliey were all shot at their posts. 

Several of the Eighty-fourth also fell : but, in con- 
** sequence of the importance of the position, as soon 
as a loss in m)^ little corps was reported, Captain 
“Moore sent us over a reinforcement from the in- 
“trcnchment. Sometimes a civilian, sometimes a 
“ soldier came. The orders given us were, not to 
“ surrender with our lives, and we did our best to 
“ obey them/’ 

Nothing contributed so much to check the spread 
of the rebellion of 1857 as the individual courage 
and pugnacity of our countrymen resident in the 
East. Civil and military alike, they were all skilled 
in the use of weapons, and cool in the presence of 
personal danger. Such a habit of body and mind 
they acquired both for policy and for pleasure. 
Every Anglo-Indian is well aware that he is one of 
an imperial race, holding its own in the midst of a 
subject population by dint of foresight and martial 
prowess. There were villages of eyil reputation 
which on the day of assessment the collector pre- 
ferred to visit on the back of the steadiest Arab 
in his stables, with a favourite hog spear carelessly 
balanced beside his right stiiTup. There were no- 
torious bits of road where the traveller felt more 
comfortable if he heard from time to time the lock 
of his revolver clanking against the soda-water 
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bottles in the pocket of his palanquin. Never was 
there a better training-school for warfare than the 
Indian hunting- field. A man who has heard un- 
moved above his head the scream of a crippled 
elephant, — who behind his tnisty Westley Richards 
has awaited, calm and collected, the last rush of a 
wounded tiger, — need not doubt what his behaviour 
may be in any possible emergency. He who, like 
more than one true sportsman, has hardly crawled 
away, bloody knife in hand, fi'om the embrace id a 
dying bear, — who has kept at bay a forty-inch boar 
with the butt of his shivered lance, — will not be 
at a loss how to meet the charge of a. mutinous 
trooper. Tlie rebels found to their cost that the. 
Sahibs, like old stalkers of large game, were seldom 
foolhardy and never remiss ; — that they were neither 
fluttered by peril nor over-exeited by success; — 
that they rarely failed to make the most of what 
cover they could get, and still more rarely wasted a 
cartridge. Lieutenant Thomson contrived a st^rt of 
perch half-way up the wall of his bannek, in which 
he stationed a young officer, named Stirling, of high 
repute as a marksman, wlio soon proved that a rebel 
running home to his dinner was at least as easy to 
hit as an ibex bounding down the crags in a 
Himalayan valley, or a blue cow do<lging in and 
out amidst the trunks of an Oude forest. 

The whole of this range of buildings not included 
within our posts was literally alive with sepoys. They 
could distinctly be heard scampering along in troops, 
like rats behind an antique wainscot, chattering, 
yelling, or screaming under the emotion of the 

moment. From door, and window, and drain, and 

•<1 
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loopliole Uiey iiml away at our siroughold, accnan- 
pauying eaoli shot Avith a iauiii, 1*011 veyiiig, in ( 3 rient»al 
iasliioig a raialoiu but painful stakauent coneeniing 
a remote ancestress <»f the person addressed Ever 
and anon a. fanatic, inspiretl by somt* vile drug, would 
issue forth ink) the* open, brandishing his sword, in 
order to indulge Idinself in a <lane{* of d(‘tianc*<* ; on 
all wliich occasions Lieutenant Stirling look good 
care that the performauco should not nuH*t with an 
encore. When the enemy became more than usually 
troublesome, the picket which was most hardly 
pressed would invite their neighbours to come over 
and assist them : and then the combined force of 
some tliirty bayonets salli(*d forth to sweep the liin* 
of barracks, cliasing the ibe before* them; killing the 
boldest and slowest i)f foot; knocking on the lu‘ad 
such' as were <lnmk or lusleep; shooting down tliose 
who, in their anxiety to get a good aim, had 
ensconced themselves too higli up to be able to 
climb down on so short a notice; and driving the 
rest out, and across the plain : at Avhich point the 
gunners of the intrenchment took up the work, and 
plied the flying multitude with grape and canister. 
During one of the earliest of these sorties eleven 
mutineers were captured, and brought into the in- 
trenchment. As no sentry could jmst then be spared 
from the front, they were placed under the charge 
of Bridget Widdowson, a stalwait dame, wife of a 
private of the Thirty-second Regiment, Heeured by 
the very insufficient contrivaneti of a singk^ rojite 
passed IVom wrist to wrist, tliey sat (piietly on tlu* 
ground like good school-children, while the matron 
walked up and down in front of the row, drawn 
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fcjword in hand. After she had been relieved by a 
warder of the other sex, they all managi‘tl to slip 
off: and from that time forward it was g’em*rnlly 
understood tliat prisoners were to lx‘ left ou the spot 
where they had been caught, with the ja(*kal a.nd 
the vulture as their jailers. A captive, as Itaig as 
he remained in custody, was a consumer of precious 
food ; and at once became the most dangercais of 
spies, if he succeeded in making his escape to tlu‘ 
rebel lines with a report of our destitute condition. 
On Friday, the twelfth, the Insurgents made tlieir 
first general assault upon our position. The cavahav 
who on that day week had been the first* in tin* 
career of sedition, were now with some <lifticulty 
prevailed upon to dismount and lead the way to 
glory ; but after the loss of two of their number 
they concluded that* enougli had been done to sustain 
the credit of their branch of the service, and retired 
to console themselves for their repulse in the opium 
shops of the suburbs. The sepoy infantry nexi 
advanced to try their fortune, followed by all the 
rabble of the bazaars. They came on like men, but 
they went thither where there v '*e men likewise. 
It was not thus that our ramparf 'as to be won. 
Every English soldier had ready to his hand from 
thi-ee to ten muskets loaded with ball and slug : for 
there was a plentiful stock of small-arms witliin the 
fortification. The civilian held his thumb pressed 
tight upon the hammer of a pet smooth-bore, with 
a charge of Number Four shot for close (luariere 
snugly packed in the left-hand ban'el. The officer 
in command of the battery was feeling for the leaden 
tip in each chamber of his revolver, as he gave his 
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final order to iiake time and aim below tbe eross- 
beltvs. Our people were compovsed and confident. 
Sending quiet shots from behind a wall into tlu' 
middle of a crowd was child’s play compared with 
the daylong hazard of the crashing cannonade. After 
a short but bitter engagement the assailants with- 
drew, leaving on the fiehl many of their comrades. 
Profiting by this harsh less<m they returned hence- 
forward to their old tactics, and applied themselves 
to pound out the life of our garrison by an unremit- 
ting storm of ball, and bomb, and bullet. 

Few, and ever fewer, in number ; overmatched in 
weight Af metal ; ill-provided with ammunition, and 
protected by not an inch of cover, our artillerymen 
still sustained the hot debate. Lieutenant Ashe 
went through his work with a display of professional 
interest that would not have disgi'acod Sir William 
Aimstrong during a trial match at Shoeburyness. 
After each round the besiegers saw with astonish- 
ment the zealous young Sahib leap on the heel of 
the discharged gun, spy-glass in hand, heedless of 
the missiles which were chirping round his ears. 
TJnfoiliunately eight out of our ten pieces were nine- 
pounders, and the supply of nine-pound balls was 
soon expended. Reduced to load with shot a size 
too small, our oflScers could not secure accuracy in 
their practice. The gunners in our south-eastern 
battery had suffered much from a small piece which 
the sepoys had contrived to hoist into position 
amidst the debris of one among the half-built bar- 
racks. Lieutenant Delafosse, after despatching a 
number of six-pound balls in the direction of the 
embrasure without any perceptible result, at length 
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reBolved to bring the matter to a conelnsion in one 
way or another. He rammed down three cannon- 
balls, filled np the chinks with grape, bade his men 
stand back, and fired off this portentous charge. 
To his surprise and delight his own gun did not 
burst, and nothing more was ever heard of the tire- 
some little antagonist. The same officer, somewhat 
later in the siege, was in the north-eastern battery 
when the carriage of a cannon was ignited by an un- 
lucky accident. The situation was most critical, for 
the woodwork, which had stood beneath the June 
sun until it was dry as tinder, blazed furiously, 
and there was imminent risk of a general explosion 
of all the powder in the battery. The rebels dis- 
cerned the opportunity, and concentrated their fire 
upon the spot where Delafosse, stretched at length 
'on his back beneath the gnn, was pulling <lown 
the burning splinters and scattering earth upon the 
flames. By the aid of two private soldiers he extin- 
guished the conflagration, though eigflteen-pound 
and twenty-four-pound shot were flying past at the 
rate of six a minute. With such examples before 
them, people of no class or calling were behindhand 
in acts of daring when the common safety was at 
stake. . One Jacobi, a coachmaker by trade, and, 
to judge from his appellation, a person of mixed 
parentage, descried on the roof of the magazine a 
fire-ball, which he mistook for a live shell. Under 
this impression he clambered up, secured the object 
of his apprehension, and heaved it over the breast- 
work with a sigh of relief. There was many a Cross 
of Victoria earned in that camp, where victory was 
not, nor any reasonable chance of victory. 
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Blit ilie eotitestf was too iinetfual to last lung. By 
the end i>f the first week oiir hfty-uiiic artillerymen 
had all been killed and wounded at their posts. Of 
the officers to whom the charge of the guns had 
(jrigiiially bomi intrusted, few laid eseape<l unhurt 
from the hail of lead and ir(ai, or the hai'dly less 
deadly rays of the Indian mvon. Sunstroke had 
killed ilajur Prout. Oaptain Kenipland was stretched 
on the tlo(n' of the barrack, dazed and powerless. 
His next in coniinand, Lieutenant Eckfonl, a soldiei* 
of liigh promise and an accomplished gentleman, 
while snatching half-an-hourh repose under the roof 
of the verandah, was stnick full on the lieart by a 
caimon-ball. In the west quarter Dempster had 
been shot dead, and from the same battery Mai^tin 
had been carried into the hospital with a bullet in 
his lungs. For a while volunteers endeavoured to 
supply the place of the trained gunners ; and all wa^s 
done that could be expected from bandsmen, and 
opium agents, and telegraph-clerks firing six-pound 
balls out of damaged nine-pounders, while exposed 
without protection to a murderous discharge from 
siege guns and heavy mortars. There could be only 
one termination to such a business. Our only 
howitzer was knocked clean off its cairiage. One 
cannon lost the entire muzzle. Some had their sides 
beaten in, some their vents blown out. At length 
our park of artillery was reduced to a couple of 
pieces, which were withdrawn under cover, loaded 
with grape, and reserved for the purpose of repelling 
an assault. And even of these the bore had been 
hijured to such an extent that the canister could not 
be driven home. Our poor ladies, accordingly, iu 
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rivalry of Those somewliafe apocryphal Oarthagiiiiau 
dames who twisted their hair into bowstrings, gavci 
lip their stockings to supi^ly the case for a novel but 
not unserviceable cartridge. Since the days when 
the shopmen of Londondeny loaded their (piaint ohl 
ordnance with brickbats wrapped in strips of gutter" 
piping, necessity has, perhaps, never been brought 
to bed of a more singular offspring. 

As our reply waxed more faint and over fainter, 
the fire of the enemy continued to augment in 
volume, in rapidity, and in 2)recisioh. The list of 
individual casualties mounted up in increasing ratio, 
and before long our misfortunes culminated in a 
wholesale disaster. Grave fears had been enter- 
tained for the security of the thatched barrack by 
every man wlio had the common sense to sec that 
fire would burn straw. There were found some who, 
with admirable self-devotion, had scrambled on to 
that lead-bespattered slope, and essayed to cover 
with tiles and rabbish the inflammable material of 
the roof. On the eighth evening of the bombard- 
ment a lighted carcase settled among the mfters, 
and the whole building was speedily in a blaze. It 
happened most unfortunately that this barrack, as 
affording the better shelter and the less confined 
space, had been selected for the accommodation of 
our wounded and our sick. No effort was spared, 
no hazard shunned to rescue those who could not 
help themselves : but in spite of everything which 
could be tried, two brave men perished a little sooner 
than their fellows, and by a rather more distressing 
fate. That was indeed a night of hoiTor. The roar 
of the flames, lost every ten seconds in the peal of 
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ilie rebel artillery ; the whistle of the gli'cat shot ; 
tlie shriolvs of the siifierers, who forgot their paiu in 
the helpless anticipation of a sudden and agoni/ing 
death ; the groups of crying women and children 
huddled together in the ditch ; the stream of men 
running to and fro between the houses, laden with 
sacks of provisions and kegs of ainniunitioin and 
private property of value, ami living burdens iuor(.‘ 
precious still; the guards crouching silent and 
watchful, huger on trigger, eacli at his station along 
tlie external wall ; the forms of countless foes, 
revealed now and again by the fitful glare, prowling 
around through the outer gloom ; — these vsights and 
sounds combined to form a scene and a chorus which 
will be ever memorable to the trio of actors who 
lived through the catastrophe of that awful drama. 

(Japtain Moore thought it well to give the enemy 
an early and a convincing proof that the spirit of our 
people was not broken by this great calamity. At 
the dead of the ensuing night he stole oiit from the 
intrenchment with fifty picked men at his heels in 
the direction of the chapel and the racket-court. 
Beginning from this point, the party hurried down 
the rebel lines under favour of the darkness, doing 
whatever rapid mischief was practicable. They sur- 
prised in untimely slumber some native gunnem, 
who never waked again ; spiked and rolled over 
several twentj^-four pounders ; gratified their feplings 
by blowing up a piece which had given them special 
annoyance ; and got back, carrying in their arms four 
of their number, and leaving another heldnd : — a 
service brilliant indeed, but barren of results: for 
the sepoys had only to resolve on the calibre tliat 
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they prefem'ed, and the number of cannon which they 
could conveniently work, and then take at will fn^in 
the arsenal so inconsiderately placed at their dis- 
posal This chivalrous act, one among many such, 
at that time passed without reward or public ap- 
proval When in a water-logged vessel men are 
toiling for their lives, who observes whether his 
neighbour does more or less at the pumps tliau 
he, provided all do tlieir utmost ? And when they 
have betaken themselves to the boats, and are 
rowing against time and famine, who cares which of 
the crew feathers most neatly, and which reaches 
forward with the straightest back ? This was no set 
duel of civilized nations: no stately tournament, 
wherein the champions fight beneath the eyes of a 
friendly people, ready with their praise and sym- 
pathy; where wounds are bandaged with a ribbon, 
and self-sacrifice entitles the hero to a corner in our 
modern Wallialla, tlie columns of tlio daily press. 
Rare were those who here had leisure or heart to 
take note, and they who survived to intike report 
were rarer still As during the ages before Atrides 
came on earth countless chieftains, unwept, un- 
known, sank into eternal oblivion because they 
lacked a sacred bard : so at Cawnjiore many a soldier 
brave as Hodson of Hodson’s Horse, nobly prodigal 
of himself as William Peel of the Shannon, dared, 
and fell, and was forgotten for want of a special 
coirespondent. Correspondence there was, contain- 
ing much eaniest entreaty for <a rescue and some 
unconscious eloquence ; but too important matter 
had to be compressed into too small a compass to 
admit of panegyric oi* recommendation for honours 
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and advauceuient. HcveraJ iirgciitt iius«ive.s fouii<l 
their way to Lucknow, rolled tightly into t|uilLs, 
fiealed up, and hidden with laysterious art in and 
about the person of Hindoo messengers ; so curioitsiy 
stowed away that in vsoine cases it took almost aw 
long to produce as to convey the note: though, if 
the rebels clumcofl to interee])t the despatch, they 
generally abridged the operation by cutting in pieces 
the ill-starred courier. On the aniddle day of June 
the Lucknow surgeons extracted the following lines 
from the nose or ear of a native who had been 
fortunate and adroit enough to elude the manifokl 
perils which beset those forty miles of road : — 

“ From f^ir K JL IVhcdcT, ICCJl, h Martin 
GifhhinSf Esq, 

My dear Gubbins, 

“ We have been besiege<l since the sixth by tln^ 
Nana Sahib, joined by the whole of the native 
“ ti’oops, who broke out on the morning of the fourth. 
“The enemy have two 24-pounders, and several 
“ other guns. We have only eight J-pounders, The 
“whole Christian population is with us in a tein- 
“porary intrenchment, and our defence has been 
“noble and wonderful, our loss heavy and cruel 
“We want aid, aid, aid I Regaixls to Lawrence. 

“ Yours, &c., 

“ H. M. Whkklek. 

“ 14th June, 

“ Quarter-past 8 F.M. 

“ P.S. — If we had 200 men we could punisli the 
“scoundrels and aid you” 
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Tlie nature of' tlie reply may be gathered from 
an acknowledgment which it elicited from (^aptain 
Moore. The anniversary seems to have inspired his 
pen. Brief and manly, cheerful and yet thoughtful, 
it is such a letter as an Englisli officer should write 
on the eighteenth of June. 

From Captain 3Ioo7% H3L Foot, l^fJh 
June, 10 P.M. 

‘‘ Sir, 

“ By desire of Sir Hugh Wheeler, I have the 
“ honour to acknowledge your letter of the 1 0th, 

“ Sir Hugh regrets you cannot send him the 200 
men, as he believes with their assistance we couhl 
drive the insurgents from Cawnpore, and capture 
''their guns. 

"Our troops, officers, and volunteers have acted 
" most nobly, and on several occasions a handful of . 
" men have driven hundreds before them. Our loss 
"has been chiefly fr'om the sun, and their heavy 
"guns. Our rations will last a fortnight, and we 
" are still well supplied with ammunition. Our guns 
"are serviceable. Eeport says that troops are ad- 
" vancing from Allahabad, and any assistance might 
"save our garrison. We, of coui'se, are prepared to 
"hold out to the last. It is needless to mention 
" the name of those who have been killed, or diecL 
"We trust in God, and if our exertions here assist 
" your safety, it will be a consolation to know that 
" our friends appreciate our devotion. Any news of 
" relief will cheer us. 

" Yours, &c., 

" J. Moore, Captain, 

" By order*'' " 32d Regiment. 
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And now eoimneiiccd to our brethren and sisters 
a period of unspeakable woe ; the ant<‘-ehaniber of 
ruin ; tlie penultimate syilalde of their dismal steady. 
After the destmetion of tlie tliatehed barrack, dearth 
of house-room forced two hundred of our women 
and children to spend twelye days of twice twelvt* 
hours without ceiling oyerhead or flooring under- 
foot. At night the}' lay on the l>are ground, (ex- 
posed to every noxious influence and exhalation that 
was abroad in the air; and in tlu^ morning they 
rose, those among them wlm rose at all, to endure, 
bareheaded often, and always roofless, the blazing 
fury of the tropical beams. The men off guard 
attempted to contrive for them a partial ])rotectioii, 
by stretching canvas screens across a franiework of* 
muskets and poles ; but these canopi(^s were soon 
tired by the rebel shells, and the poor creatures were 
reduced to cower beneath the shelter of our earth- 
work, feebly chasing the shadow throwm by the sun 
as he rose and set. It is impossible for a home- 
staying Englishman to realize the trae character of 
the great troubles in 1 857, unless lie constantly bears 
in mind that all which he reads was devised, and 
done, and endured beneath tlie vertical rays of an 
Eastern summer, and in a temperature vaiying from 
a hundred and twenty to a hundred and thii^-eight 
degrees in the shade. If there are any whose experi- 
ence of heat is limited to a field-day at Wimbledon 
in the month of August, or to a tramp over 
Norfolk stubbles when tlie dog’s arc too thirsty to 
work, they will obtain a more just notion from a 
sad tale simply told than from pages of unscientific 
rhetoric, 
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This is what befell Mrs. M , the wife of the 

surgeon at a certain station on the southern confines 
of the insurrection, I heard,” she says, “ a nuni- 
'^ber of shot fired, and, looking out, I saw toy 
“ husband driving furiously froni the niess-hous(\ 
'‘waving his whip. I ran to him, and, seeing a 
" bearer with my child in liis arms, I caught her up, 
"and got into the buggy. At the mess-house we 
" found all the officers assembled, together witli sixty 
"sepoys, who had remained faithful. We ^vent ott* 
" in one large party, amidst a general conflagration 
" of our late homes. We reached the caravanserai at 
" Chattapore the next morning, and thence started 
" for Callinger. At this point our sepoy escoi-t de- 
" sorted us. We were fired upon by matchlock-men, 
"and one officer was shot dead. We heard, like- 
"wise, that the people had risen at Callinger, so 
" we returned and walked back ten miles that tla)\ 

" M and I carried the child alternately. Pre- 

"sently Mrs. Smalley died of sunstroke. We had 
" no food amongst us. An officer kindly lent us a 
"horse. We were very faint. The Major died, and 
" was buried ; also the Sergeant-major, and some 
" women. The bandsmen left us on the nineteenth 
"of June. We were fired at again by matchloek- 
"men, and changed direction for Allahabad. Our 
"party consisted of nine gentlemen, two children, 
"the sergeant, and his wife. On the morning of 
" the twentieth, Captain Scott took Lottie on to his 
" horse. I was riding behind my husband, and she 
"was so crushed between us. She was two years 
old on the first of the month. We were both weak 
" through want of food and the effect of the sun. 
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Lottie and I had no head-covering. M had 

‘‘ a sepoy’s cap I found on the gronnd. Boon after 
sunrise wi‘ were followed by villagers ar!ne<l '\rith 
clubs and .spears. One of them sirack Captain 
Scott/s liorse on the leg. He galloped off with 
Lottie, and niy poor husband never saw bis child 
‘Cigain. rode on several miles, keeping away 

from villages, and then ttrossed the river. Our 

thimt was extreme. M had dreadful cramps, 

so that I had to hold him on the horse. I 
“ very uneasy about Inm. The clay before I saw the 
“ draimner s wife eating chui^atties, and asked her 
“ to give a piece to the child, which she did. I now^ 
''saw water in a ravine. The descent was steep, 

" and our only drinking-vessel was M ’s cap. 

" Our horse got water, and I bathed my neck. I 
“had no stockings, and my feet were tom and 
“blistered. Two peasants came in sight, and we 
“ were frightened, and rode off. The sergeant held 

“our horse, and M put me xip and mounted. 

“I think lie must have got suddenly faint, for I 
“ fell, and he over me, on the road, when the horse 
“ started oftl Some time before he said, and Barber, 
“ too, that he could not live many hours. I felt he 
“ was dying before we came to the ravine. He told 
“ me his wishes about liis children and myself, and 
“ took leave. My brain seemed burnt up. No tears 
“ came. As soon as we fell, the sergeant let go the 
“ horse, and it went off ; so that escape was cut offl 
“We sat down on the ground waiting for death. 
“ Pool* fellow I he was very weak ; his thirst was 
“frightful, and I went to get him water. Some 
“ villagers came, and took my rupees and watcln I 
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‘‘took off my wedding-ring, and twisted it in m\ 
“ hair, and replaced tlie guard. I tore oft* tlie skirt. 
“ of my dress to bring water in, but it was no use, 
“for when I returned my beloved's eyes were fixed, 
and, though I called and tried to restore him, and 
“ poured water into his mouth, it only rattled in his 
throat. He never spoke ^to me again. I hekl him 
“in my arms till he sank gTadually down. I felt 
“frantic, but could not cry. I was alone. I bouml 
“ his head and face in my dress, for there was no 
“earth to bury him. The pain in my hands and 
“ feet was dreadful. I went down to the ravine, 
“ and sat in the water on a stone, hoping to get oft‘ 
“ at night and look for Lottie. When I came back 
“from the water, I saw that they had not taken 
“ her little watch, chain, and seals, so I tied them 
“under my petticoat. In an hour, about thirty 
“ villagers came, they dragged me out of the ravine, 
“ and took off my jacket, and found the little chain. 
“ They then dragged me to a village, mocking me 
“ all the way, and wondering whom I was to belong 
“to. The whole population came to look at me. 
“ I asked for a bedstead, and lay down outside tlie 
“ door of a hut. They had dozens of cows, and yet 
“refused me milk. When night came, and tlie 
“village was quiet, some old woman brought me a 
“leaf-ful of rice. I was too parched to eat, and 
“ they gave me water. The morning after a neigh- 
“bouring Rajah sent a palanquin and a homeuian 
“ to fetch me, who told me that a little child and 
“three Sahibs had come to his master's house.” 
And so the poor mother found her lost one, “ greatly 
blistered,” poor little creature. It is not for Euro- 
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peaiis ill India to pray tliat i-hpir flight ho not in 
the winter. 

These women had spent their girlhood in the 
jdeasant watering-places and country homes of our 
island, surrounded by all <if English comfort and 
refinement that Eastern wealth could buy. Their 
later years liad sli]>ped away amiilst the secure 
plenty ami languid east' of a European houstdiold 
in India. In spacious saloons, alive svith swing- 
ing punkahs ; where closed and darkeiUHi windows 
excluded the heated atmosphere, and produced a 
counterfeit night, while through a mass of wetted 
grass pourcil a stream of artificial air; with piles 
of ice, and ti'oops of servants, and the magazines 
of tlie preceding month, and the sensation novels 
of the preceiling season, monotonous, but not un- 
grateful, the even days flew by. Early married life 
has in Bengal j)eculiar charms. Planted down in 
some out-station, with no society save that of a 
casual road-surveyor or a distant planter, tlie workl 
forgetting, and by the world remembered only at 
such times as there is talk concerning the chances 
of official promotion, the young pair have full 
leisure and a fair plea for indulging in that delicious 
habit of mutual selfishness wliich changes existence' 
into a perpetual honeymoon, until that sorrowful 
epoch when the children ai'e too old to be kept 
any longer in the enervating climate of Hindostan ; 
when the period arrives for writing to mothei’s-in- 
law, and sisters, and London bankers, and Brighton 
schoolmaster ; when even the pale pet of four years 
old, wlio still answers to the name of baby, must g() 
home at the beginning of next cold season, and 
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ought to have gone before the end of last. Then 
begin the troubles of an Anglo-Indian family. 

But though such ladies arc often destined 
endure the wearing anxiety of an unnatural separ- 
ation, they never know what it is to experieiiei^ a 
moment of physical privation. The services oi* 
menials, who make uj) by their number ami obse- 
quiousnevss what they lack in energy; the unwearitHl 
attention of an affectionate partner an<l friend, shicdd 
them from distress and excuse tliem from exertion. 
To have slept four in a cabin on board an outward- 
bound steamer ; to have passed a night in a palan- 
quin, or a day at a posting-house where there was 
no tea, and only milk enough for the little om^s, 
had hitherto appeared to the Cawnpore ladies the 
last conceivable extremity of destitution and discom- 
fort. Now, the Red Sea in July would have been 
to them an Elysium, and a luncheon on Peninsular 
and Oriental ale and cheese a priceless banquet. 
By a sudden turn of fortune they had been placed 
beneath the heel of those beings whom they had 
ever regarded with that unconscious aversion and 
contempt of race which is never so intense as in a 
female breast. Those who were to them most dear 
and trusted, were absent from their side, save when 
a not unkindly bullet released the husband from ins 
post, and restored him to the wife, if but to die. 
Accustomed to those frequent ablutions which, in 
England at least a duty, are in India a necessity, 
they had not a single vspongeful of water for wasli- 
ing from the commencement to the close of the 
siege. They who, from childhood upwards, in the 
comprehensive and pretty phrase which ladies love, 
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wheilier a nieiiiber uf a blockaded force bad a right, 
k) reserve food and drink for tlie exclusive supp.ai 
of liiniself, his family, and his inliinate assuciaii's. 
That period was fniitful in questions uf novei and 
momeutous so])hisfcry. Would a man be justified in 
shooting his wife if it was evident t.hai she would 
otherwise fall alive into the power of the nmtimaTS i 
Would u European Hying for Ids life be guilty of 
murder if he blew out tlu^ brains of an innoeent 
villager wdio ha<l unwittingly viewed him as he broke 
eover, and wdiu juiglit therefore give information to 
the pursuers of blood ! ilorally guilt}% that is to 
say : for it is diftieiilt to conceive* the cireumstuiiees 
under which a European w'oiild lia\e been found 
legally guilty of the murder of a native during tin* 
year 1857. Miglit a. colonel call out his men, and 
then nunv theiii down with grape if it was certain 
that the regiment wns on tlu^ eve of a revolt { 
Might he if it wns almost eertaiii ( If it w'as most 
likely i If it wns barely possible t These points 
were raised and <letermined off-hand by stern 
casuists, wdm, with a thrust or a shot, broke off' the 
horns of a dilemma wdiich would liave sorely tried 
the subtlety of a Whately. 

Theories differed as to the lawdulness of a private 
store in time of siege : but the defenders of (Jawn- 
pore were right in their practice; for, to take no 
higher ground, in the last extremit}' of war his own 
life is not more important to an individual than the 
life of his neighbour. During the first lew^ days the 
private soldiers fared sparingly, but, for them, ]>oor 
fellows, delicately enough. '^Here might be seem 
** one,^^ * says Captain Tliomson, trudging away 
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''pagne, a tin of preserved hemngs, and a pot cd* 
‘'jam for Ids mess allowance. Tliere would be 
" another with salmon, rum, and sweetmeats for his 
"inheritance.” But very soon the dainties came 
to an end, and the allowance was scantier than 
ever. It was a favourite saying among the genera- 
tion of military men, who in Europe kept unwilling 
holiday between the day of Waterloo and the day 
of Alma, that an Englishman fights best wlieu he 
IS full, and an Irishman when he is drunk. And yet 
nowhere in the chronicles of our army does there 
exist the record of doughtier deeds than were done 
in the June of '57 by Englishmen whose daily susten- 
ance was a short gill of flour, and a short handful of 
split peas ; by Irishmen who had no stimulant save 
their own bravery and a rare sip of putrid water. 

Numerous attempts were made by friends without 
to mend the fare of the garrison, wliich were for the 
most part defeated by the vigilance of the sepoys. 
A baker of the town, who had been footman in 
an Anglo-Indian family, was detected smuggiing a 
basket of bread into the intrenchment. The culprit 
perhaps fondly imagined that Azimoolah would have 
had mercy upon him in consideration of their com- 
mon antecedents; but, if he entertained such an 
expectation, he was doomed to disappointment. 
Much credit is due to Zuhooree, an official in the 
Department of Abkaree, a mysterious branch of the 
Revenue, the periodical occurrence of* which in the 
Indian budget has vexed the souls of a succession of 
English financiers. This person put himself into 
communication with Major Larkins of the Ai'tillery, 
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and vseut into the fortification, us opportunity .served, 
most acceptable parcels of breail and eggs, with 
occasional bottles of milk and litpiid butter. At 
length, on the night of the fourteenth of June, 
fifteen of his emissaries, among wliom were two 
women, were caught as tliey entleavoured to glide 
through the cordon of sentries under cover of the 
flurry and consternation of our sortie. They winx' 
all blown from guns, but not before the captors had 
elicited from them tlm name of their employer, ft 
was high time for Zuhooree to look to his safety. 
Already his family had been imprisoned and mal- 
treated on an unfounded charge of Christianity, and 
tine rebel camp was a dangerous stage on which to 
]day the part of good Obadiah. He accordingly left 
by stealth for Allahabad, bearing with lam a letter 
of commendation from Major Larkims, attested by a 
gold ring set with five diamonds, which belonged to 
the wife of that officer. 

Our people did what they could to help tliem- 
selves. A fat bull, sacred to Brahma, finding 
nothing to eat in the streets, inasmuch as the corn- 
dealers had closed their booths for fear of the*, 
sepoys, came grazing along the plain until he 
arrived within range of our profane rifles. To shoot 
down this pampered monster, the fakcer of the 
animal world, ^ was no considerable feat for marks- 

^ ^ These Braluninee bulls are the standing niiisiince of Indian 
city life. They saunter along the public way, laying the shops 
under contribution, frightening the women, and disgusting the 
e<iueRtrians. To strike them is a high crime, social and re- 
ligious. ^ To kill them involves present death, and future 
donation. At every turn may he seen some old fellow with 
a platterful of grain in his hand, alluring one of these creatures 
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men wlio could liit a black buck runuiug at a distance 
of a hundred and fifty paces. The difiiculty con- 
sisted in the retrieving of the game, which lay full 
three hundred yards from our rampart, on a plain 
swept by the fire of the insurgents. Inside our 
place, however, courage was more plentiful than 
beef; and eight or ten volunteers pi'ofessed them- 
selves ready to follow Captain Moore, who was first 
at any feast which partook of the nature of a fray. 
The party provided themselves with a stout rope, 
which they fastened round the legs and horns of 
the beast, and dragged home their prize amidst 
a storm of cheei's and bullets, alive but not un- 
scathed. 

In the banquet which ensued the defenders of the 
outposts had no part. On the other hand, the}" 
sometimes enjoyed luxuries of their own. A pariah 
dog, seduced by blandishments never before lavished 
upon one of his despised race, was tempted within 
the walls and thence into the camp-kettle of Barrack 
Number Two. Towards that building, as towards the 
lion's den in the fable, pointed the footsteps of every 
kind of quadruped, and firom it none. An aged 
horse, whose younger days had been spent in the 
ranks of the Irregular Cavalry, was killed, roasted, 
and eaten up in two meals by the combined pickets. 

away from his store. The authorities of Calcutta at length 
took courage, collected all the Bralimin bulls, and put them in 
the carts of the Government scavengers. When Scindiah pai<I 
his last visit to the capital, he was much scandalized at so 
impious a regulation, and expressed his desire to buy up the 
annuals, and restore them to their former condition of life. 
But he wisely refrained, when it was represented to him that, 
the moment his back was turned, the bulls would again hnd 
their way into the public service. 

K 
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The head was converted into soup, and sent into 
the intrenchment for the use of some favoured ladies ; 
no explanations being offered or demanded concern- 
ing the nature of the stock. Captain Halliday, of 
the Fifty-ninth Native Infantry, who had come 
across on a morning visit, begged a portion for his 
poor wife, who was lying in the hospital, sick unto 
death of the small-pox. On his way back, walking, 
it may be, too slowly for security through dread of 
spilling one precious drop, he fell never to rise 
again. In the midst of every action and every 
movement, during the hours of labour and the 
minutes of refreshment, unlooked for and unavoid- 
able the mortal stroke descended. 

For by day and night the fire never ceased ; the 
round-shot -crashed and spun through the windows, 
raked the earthwork, and skipped about the open 
ground in every corner of our position. The bullets 
cut the air, and pattered on the wall like hail. The 
great shells rolled hissing along the floors and down 
the trenches, and, bursting, spread around them a 
circle of wrack, and mutilation, and promiscuous 
destruction. In their blind and merciless career 
those iron messengers spared neither old nor young, 
nor combatants nor sufferers, but flew ever onwards, 
inflicting superfluous wounds and unavailing de- 
struction. A single bomb killed and maimed seven 
married women, who were seated in the ditch; 
killed Jacobi, a watchmaker, namesake of the in- 
trepid coachwright; killed too the cashiered officer 
whose drunken freak had done something to accele- 
rate the outbreak. There were those who endured 
in one day a double or a treble bereavement; while 
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in some families none remained to mourn. C^olom^l 
Williams died of apoplexy, and liis wife, disfigur(‘d 
and tortured by a friglitful hurt in the face, wouhl 
fain have rejoined her husband. On the. fifteenth 
of June Miss Mary Williams was stunned by a fall 
of the ceiling, and expired in the arms of a 
wounded sister, unconscious of her loving care. 
Two daughters survived — for a while. Mistress 
White was walking with a twin child at either 
shoulder, and her good man, a private of the Thirty- 
second, by her side. The same ball slew the father, 
broke both elbows of the mother, and severely 
injured one of the orphans. Captain Reynolds lost 
an arm and his life by a cannon-shot, and Mrs. 
Reynolds, whose wrist had been pierced by a musket- 
ball, sank under fever and sorrow. A half-caste 
tradesman and his daughter, crouching beliind an 
empty barrel, too late and together discovered that 
their shelter was inadequate. A son of Sir Hugh 
was reclining on a sofa, faint with recent loss of 
blood — one sister at his feet, and another, with both 
his parents, busied about his wants in different parts 
of the room— when an uninvited and a fatal guest 
entered the doorway, and left the lad a headless 
corpse. No less than three subalterns attached to 
the same regiment as young Wheeler lost their heads 
within the Redan. Lieutenant Jervis of the En- 
gineers was walking to his battery through a shower 
of lead, with a gait of calm grandeur, as if lie were 
pacing the Eden Garden beneath the eye-glasses of 
Calcutta beauty. In vain his comrades raised their 
wonted shout of “Run, Jervis! run!” He never 
returned to head-quarters. He never reached his 
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post. A grape-shot passed through the body of Mr. 
Heberden, as lie was handing some water to a lady. 
This gentleman, the most imdauntcd and xinaffected 
of the brave and simple men of science employed 
upon the East Indian Railroad, lay on his face for 
a whole week without a murmur or a sigh, but not, 
we may well believe, without a tacit prayer for 
the relief which came at last. Mr. Hillersdon, the 
magistrate of the station, was dashed in pieces by 
a twenty-four-pound ball, while talking in the 
verandah to his wife, weak from an unseasonable 
confinement. A few days elapsed, and a shot, less 
cruel than some, displaced an avalanche of bricks 
which put an end to her short widowhood. But 
poverty of language does not permit to continue the 
list of horrors. In such a catalogue the synonyms 
of death are soon exhausted, and give place to a 
grim tautology. 

'' The frequency of our casualties,'’ writes Captain 
Thomson, may be understood by the history of one 
^^hour. Lieutenant Prole had come to the main- 
“ guard to see Aimstrong, the Adjutant of the Fifty- 
'Hhird Native Infantry, who was unwell. While 
“engaged in conversation with the invalid, Prole 
“ was struck by a musket-ball in the thigh, and fell 
“ to the ground. I put his arm upon my shoulder, 

“ and holding him round the waist, endeavoured to 
“ hobble across the open to the barrack, in order that 
^ he might obtain the attention of the surgeons there. 

“ While thus employed a ball hit me under the right 
“ shoulder-blade, and we fell to the ground together, 

“ and were picked up by some privates, who drao'ged 
“us both back to the main-guard. While I'^was 
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''lying on the ground, wofully sick from the wound, 
" Gilbert Bax, of the Forty-eighth Native Infanir\\ 
"came to condole with mo, when a bullet pierced 
" his shoulder-blade, causing a wound from which he 
" died before the termination of the siege/' 

The youngest were the least to bo pitied. In such 
a plight, ignorance of happier days was indeed bliss : 
— ignorance that there was a fair world without, 
where people laughed menily, and slept soundly, an<l 
lived in the anticipations of enjoyment, not in the 
terrors of death. To tlie small children the present 
was very weary; but, reasoning in their way, they con- 
cluded that that present could not last much longer. 
It must come to an end like the tiresome journey 
up the great river, when tlie barge stuck fast in the 
mud, and mamma cried, and papa called the boatman 
by that Hindostanee name which they themselves 
were always whipped for using. The restraint oi‘ 
our protracted incarceration was to them intolerably 
irksome. There was neither milk, nor pudding, nor 
jam, nor mangoes, nor any one to sing to them, or 
listen to their romances, and their wishes, and their 
grievances. The gentleman Avho once was most kind 
to them would now come home from shooting all 
black, and gximy, and with a rough beard, and would 
stand at the table and eat quickly, and then run out 
again without taking any notice of them : and some 
day or other he would be carried in on a shutter# 
looking so pale and weak; or some day, perhaps, 
he never came back at all. When they asked a 
lady to scold the servants for getting them such 
a nasty breakfast, she only kissed them, and sobbed. 
They sorely missed the fond and patient bearer, that 
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willing playmate and mucli-enduring slave, whom 
Mrs. Sherwood’s charming tale has rendered a 
household word in English school-rooms. Left to 
their own discretions, the poor little creatures, un- 
conscious of danger, would toddle out of the crowded 
barrack, and betake themselves to some primitive 
game which demanded no very elaborate provision of 
toys. What was it to them that every half-minute 
a big black ball came hopping along amidst puffs 
of dust, or that little things which they could not 
see flew about humming louder than cockchafers 
or bumble bees ? With unexampled barbarity the 
sepoy sharpshooters forbore to respect these innocent 
groups. The peril, which some incurred through 
inexperience, was sought by others under the pres- 
sure of despondency. One unhai^py woman, unable 
to suppoi’t the burden of her existence, ran out from 
the shelter of the walls leading in each hand a eliikh 
and was dragged back, despite of herself, by a 
private soldier, who freely risked his life to preserve 
that which she was bent on losing. Not a few 
native domestics refused to desert their emploj'crs. 
Over-worked and under-thanked, with short com- 
mons, and, if captux’ed by the mutineers, a shorter 
shrift, they stayed on, not for the sake of their 
pittance of wages, but actuated solely by the tics 
of duty, gratitude, and attachment. Most of them 
were soon dismissed from service, for no fault, and 
with no warning. Three were killed by the explo- 
sion of a shell. Another was shot through the head 
as lie was hurrying to the outposts intent upon 
serving his master’s dinner before it had time to 
cool An ayah, while dandling an infant, lost both 
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lier legs by the blow of a cannon-ball That was in 
truth a dismal nurseiy. 

Want of water was a constant ami growing evil 
At the best, a single well would have furnished a 
pitiably insufficient supply for a thousand mouths 
during an Indian June: and that well was from the 
first the favourite target of the hostile artillerymen. 
Guns were trained on to the exact spot; so that the 
appearance of a man with a pitcher by day, and by 
night the creaking of the tackle, was tlie signal for a 
shower of gi’ape. The framework of beam and brick 
which protected the drawers was soon shot away. 
The machinexy went next, and the buckets were 
thenceforward hauled up hand over hand from a 
depth of more than sixty feet. The Hindoo water- 
cai'riers were slain eaiiy in the siege, and their place 
was supplied by English soldiers, who nominally 
wei'e paid at the rate of half a sovereign for every 
pail : though the brave fellows know that, when a 
few days had gone by, it would matter little i|i whose 
hands the silver might happen to lie. That water 
was purchased with blood and not with money. 
John Mackillop, of the Civil Service, veiling devo- 
tion under a jocose pretence of self-depreciation, 
told his friends that, though no fighting-man, he was 
willing to make himself useful where ho could, and 
accordingly claimed to be appointed Captain of the 
Well His tenure of the office was prolonged be- 
yond his own expectation. It was not till a week 
had passed that he was laid dying on a bed in the 
hospital with a grape-shot in the groin. His last 
words expressed a desire that the lady to whom lie 
had promised a drink should not be disappointed. 
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For 8ome days a few gallons were procured at a 
friglitful liazard from a tank situated on tlie south- 
east of the intrenchment. Those who were conscious 
how dear a price was paid for every draught, thirsted 
in silence ; but the babies kept up a perpetual moan 
more terrible to some stout souls than a ten minutes' 
hobble across the plain, a heavy skinful of water 
round the loins, and an ounce of lead in tlie ankle. 
Captain Thomson saw the children of his brother 
officers sucking the pieces of old water-bags, 
“ putting scraps of canvas and leather straps into 
the mouth to try and get a single drop of moisture 
“upon their parched lips.” The distress of our 
countrymen was enhanced by the plague of dust 
to which Cawnpore is subject on account of the 
character of the soil. A traveller who visited the 
station ten or twelve years before the mutiny, com- 
plains that he got no gratification out of a grand 
review from which he had promised himself much 
pleasure, because the show was throughout enveloped 
in clouds which totally concealed it from his eyes. 

There was yet another well, which yielded nothing 
then: which will yield nothing till the sea, too, 
gives up her dead. It lay two hundred yards from 
the rampart, beneath the walls of the unfinished 
barracks. Thither at an hour varied nightly, for 
fear lest the rebel shot should swell the funeral, 
with stealthy step and scant attendance the slain of 
the previous day were borne. When morning broke 
the battle raged around that sepulchre. Overhead 
the cannon roared, and men charged to and fro. 
But those below rested none the less peacefully; 
their last cartridge bitten; their last achievement 
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performed ; their last pang of hunger and aiiliction 
undergone and already forgotten. There wt‘re de- 
posited, within the space of three weeks, two hun- 
dred and fifty English people, a fourth by tale id* tin* 
whole garrison. As in a season of trouble and law- 
lessness men bury away tlieir jewels and their gold 
against the return of traiujuillity and order: so tin* 
survivors committed to the faithful mould their dear 
treasures, trusting that time and the fortune of war 
would enable our country to honour her lost ones 
with a more solemn rite, and worthier tomb. Brief 
was the service whispered on the brink of that sad 
well in the sultry summer night. It was miieh, when 
they came to the grave, while the corpse was being 
made ready to be laid into the earth, if tlie priest 
then said : “ In the midst of life we are in deatli. 
“ Of whom may we seek for succour, but of Thee, O 
“ Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased i ’’ 

Yet, 0 Lord God most liuly, 0 Lord most 
“ mighty, 0 holy and most merciful Saviour, deliver 
'' us not into the bitter pains of eternal death.” 

And again, while the earth was being cirst upon 
the body by some standing by, the priest might with 
the assent of all declare that it was of His great 
mercy that it Iiad pleased Almighty Gotl to take 
unto Himself the soul of the dear brother there 
departed. 

Throughout the siege public ^vorshij), at state(l 
hours, and of prescribed length and form, neither 
did nor could take place : but tlu^ s})irit and the 
essential power of religion wore not wanting. The 
station chaplain, Mr. Moncrieff, made it his concern 
that no one should die or suffer without the con- 
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solations of Christianity. And whenever he conld 
he spared from the hosj)ital, this shepherd of a 
pest-stricken flock, he would go the round of the 
batteries, and read a few Prayers and Psalms to the 
fighting-folk. With heads bent, and hands folded 
over the muzzles of their rifles; soothed, some by 
genuine piety, some by the associations of gladsome 
Christmas mornings and drowsy Sunday afternoons 
spent in the aisle of their village church; they 
listened calmly to the familiar words, those melan- 
choly and resolute men. Each congi'egation was 
more thin than the last. There were always pre- 
sent some two or three to whom never again would 
grace be given to join with accord in tlie common 
supplication. The people of Cawnpore might say 
in the language used in a like stiuit by a brave 
and God-fearing soldier, the Greatheaii} of English 
History : — 

“ Indeed we are at this time a very crazy company ; 

■ ‘'yet we live in His sight, and shall work the time 
“ that is appointed us, and shall rest after that in 
“ peace.'' 

The condition of the besieged presented a com- 
plete contrast to the state of things on the other 
side of the wall. The numbers and the hopes of the 
insurgents mounted daily. Every morning some new 
Rajah or Nawab paraded through the suburbs in his 
palanquin bright with silver poles and silken hang- 
ings, preceded by drums, and standards, and led 
chargers, and followed by a stream of lances and 
matchlocks. Every evening a fresh eruption of 
scoundrelism surged up from the naiTow crooked 
alleys and foul bazaars of the black city. Nor were 
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the Hindoos and Moliammedans ol' the revolted bat- 
talions left without the satisfaction and encourage- 
ment of learning Avhat gTeat deeds had been wrought 
elsewhere by the champions of the united faitlis. In 
the month of June the following document found its 
way from Delhi to Cawnpore : — 

'' To all Hhidoos and CUbcns and 

^'Servants of Hioulostcvii, the Offieev^ of ihc Arm if 
‘‘ imo at Delhi ajul Mcernt semi Greeting. 

“ It is well known that in these days all ilic Eng- 
lish have entertained these evil designs — first tt> 
'' destroy the religion of the whole Hindostanee armj", 
and then to make the people Christians by com- 
pulsion. Therefore we, vsolely on account of our 
religion, have combined with tlie jicojile, and have 
not spared alive one infidel, and have re-established 
‘‘ the Delhi d}Tia8ty on these terms, and thus act in 
obedience to orders and receive double pay. Him- 
dreds of guns and a large amount of treasure have 
fallen into our hands; therefore it is fitting that 
‘'whoever of the soldiers and the people dislike 
“turning Christians should unite with onelieaiT and 
“act courageously, not leaving the seed of these 
“infidels remaining. For any quantity of supplies 
“delivered to the army the owners are to take 
“ the receipts of the officers ; and they will receive 
“ double payment from the Imperial Govemineni. 
“ Whoe^’er shall in these times exhibit cowardice, or 
“ credulously believe the promises of those impos- 
“tor^, the English, shall very shortly he put to 
“shame for such a deed; and, rubbing the hands 
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“ of sorrow, shall receive for tlieir fidelity the I’eward 
“ the ruler of Lucknow got. It is further necessary 
“that all Hindoos and Mussulmans unite in tliis 
'^struggle, and, following the instructions of some 
“ respectable people, keep themselves secure, so that 
“good order may be maintained, the poorer classes 
“ kept contented, and they themselves be exalted to 
“rank and dignity; also, that all, so far as it is 
“ possible, copy this proclamation, and despatch it 
“ everywhere, so that ,all true Hindoos and Mussul- 
“ mans may be alive and watchful, and fix it in some 
“conspicuous place (but prudently, to avoid detec- 
“ tion), and strike a blow with a sword before giving 
“ circulation to it. The first jiay of the soldiers of 
“ Delhi will be thirty rupees per month for a trooper, 

“ and ten rupees for a foot-man. Nearly one hundred 
“thousand men are ready; and there are thirteen 
“ flags of the English regiments, and about fourteen 
“ standards from different parts now raised aloft for 
“ our religion, for God, and the conqueror ; and it is 
“ the intention of Cawnpore to root out the seed of 
' the Devil. This is what we of the army here 
“wish." 

This message was succeeded by a proclamation 
issued from the peacock throne, in which the Mogul 
promised a monthly wage of twelve rupees and a 
respectable estate to every sepoy who would rall\'' 
to the banner of the ancient dynasty. He likewise 
ordained that no cows should thenceforward be killed 
throughout the land, and finished by denouncing a 
malediction upon the head of any one who should 
intercept the imperial courier. The wretch was 
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floomecl to cat i3ork and beef: and, as tlu^ iuc.n- 
senger was eventually hanged by an officer of* tho 
Seventieth Infantry, it may be ])n‘sum(Ml that tlu^ 
curse lias by this time been fulfiII<Ml to th(‘ letl<‘r. 

The rebel cause was soon strengtlu^ned by a more 
valuable reinforcement than either the 2 >ossr romi- 
tatus of the province, or the sympathy of the Dellii 
mutineers. At the village of Chowbeypore, on the 
Great North Road, had been stationed a detachment 
from the garrison of Lucknow, com jirising a squmlron 
of native cavalry, and two companies of sepoys, com- 
manded by Captain Staples, four subalterns, and a 
European sergeant-major. At about two o'Vlock on 
tlie afternoon of Tuesday, the nintli of June, these 
gentlemen were roused from their luncheon by the 
sound of a bugle playing the Assembly.” Ensil- 
ing forth, they demanded why so strange a liberty 
had been taken, and were told that it was by the 
orders of the Nana. At the mention of this ill- 
omened name our officers flung themselves on 
horseback, and rode for dear life, with all the dis- 
advantages resulting from ignorance of the country, 
and a bad start. That was a run in which the game 
was allowed no law. The Captain was shot down 
from his saddle, and cut in pieces where he lay. 
Two Englishmen took to the water like hunted 
stags, and there miserably perisbed. Two others 
were headed by a mob of villagers, and driven back 
among the sabres and pistols of their pursuers. 
Lieutenant Bolton alone, by dint of hard riding, 
escaped to Cawnpore with a bullet-hole in his cheek, 
if escape it may be called, which was only the post- 
ponement of death. After a chase of sixteen miles he 
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reached the neiglibourhood of the town at nightfall ; 
passed unobserved through the lines of the muti- 
neers ; and camped out on the plain, waiting until 
dawn should disclose to him the outline of the 
intrenchment. Our sentries, astonished by the ap- 
parition of a cavalier riding at the earthwork through 
the twilight like a mounted Eemus, fired, and struck 
his horse. No one, however, was surpiised to find 
that even a crippled steed could clear those defences 
at a leap. The fugitive was heartily greeted by his 
countrymen, and entertained with such hospitality 
as their situation would admit. Wounded and ex- 
hausted as he was, he proved well worth his 
keep. 

The troops who had revolted at Ohowbeypore 
marched into Oawnpore, bringing with them three 
English heads in a basket, and taking up on their 
way a toll-keeper named Joseph Carter, and his 
wife ; a young person, who was daily expecting her 
first baby. This offering, combined agreeably to his 
taste of the dead and the living, was mightily ac- 
ceptable to the Nana. With fraternal kindness he 
made a present of the grisly trophies to Bala Eao, 
who exposed them in his saloon, and gave a sort of 
conversazione at which they formed the leading at- 
traction. Mr. Carter was shot, as a matter of course, 
and his little widow would have shared his fate, had 
not the relict^ of the late Peishwa, the stepmotheiB 
by adoption of the Maharaja, felt a womanly com- 
miseration for one so tender and so affiicted. The 
good ladies begged hard for this single example of 
clemency, and begged in vain. At length their pride 
of sex was aroused against such determined bratalxty 
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towards a woman who had so lately been a wife, and 
was so soon to be a mother, and they threatened tti 
commit suicide unless their petition was granted. 
The Nana then gave way, and permitted his rela- 
tions to carry off their proUg^e to the apartments- 
appropriated to the females in the palace at Bxthoor, 
where they placed her under the charge of an expe- 
rienced Mohammedan nurse. He insisted, however, 
that she should be considered as under custody, 
and appointed a squad of troopers to see that slie 
was forthcoming whenever it might suit his will and 
pleasure. He never lost sight of a victim. He 
boasted the woi*st half of, at any rate, one kingly 
quality — ah unerring memory. 

On next Friday the remnant of the native force 
which had mutinied at Benares made their appear- 
ance on the opposite side of the river. The exit of 
these gentlemen from the Holy City had not been of 
a nature to gratify their conceit, and their entry into 
Cawnpore was the reverse of triumphant. They 
straggled up, jaded and dispirited, without any 
semblance of martial order, some on horseback, and 
others perched up in the uncomfortable country- 
carts of Hindostan, which seemed to have been de- 
vised with the express object of conveying the least 
possible amount of freight with the greatest expen- 
diture of traction power. Their condition excited 
the contempt and cupidity of the officials appointed 
to superintend the river traffic in the interest of the 
Nana ; who accordingly refused to ferry across these 
shabby auxiliaries for less than a rupee per head. 
Considering that the majority of the passengers were 
of pure Sikh blood, tbeir spirit must indeed have 
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been broken before they could have endured meh 
insolence and extortion. 

On the fifteenth of June, a welcome message was 
brought to the Maharaja from the Mecr Nawab, a 
Mussulman of rank, who sent word that he was 
coming up from the eastward with a couple of thou- 
sand regular infantry, and a full complement of 
artillery. Azimoolah resolved that his subordinates 
should not have an opportunity of repeating their 
conduct of the previous week. Every mark of re- 
spect was to be displayed towards so august and 
puissant a chieftain. The bridge contractors were 
commissioned to collect barges for the transit of the 
expected allies, and the confectioners of the town 
received instructions to prepare for their refreshment 
a memo, containing all those dishes of sweetened 
animal food so nauseous to a European palate. On 
the morrow the Nawab arrived at the head of two 
fine regiments, which had been raised on the occa- 
sion of Lord Dalhousie's annexation, amidst the 
deep but suppressed uneasiness of all who gave the 
native inind credit for the human qualities of am- 
bition, shame, and patriotism ; of all who believed 
the Hindoo capable of any loftier sentiment than 
the desire to curry favour with an English magis- 
trate, touch a hundred rupees per mensem from an 
English treasury, talk broken Addison, and read the 
Deserted Village in the original. On the rolls of 
our army these battalions were styled the Fourth 
and Fifth Oude Locals : but sepoys have invariably 
some pet title for their own corps, in most cases a 
connption of the name of its first colonel, more 
suited to the Indian tongue than our complicated 
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military uomoiiclature. TIiuh tlie First, tlu‘ Fifty- 
third, and the Fifty-sixth Bcugal Native Infantry, 
were spoken of fauiiliarly as Giliisesy “ Lum- 
boorn’s,'’ and “ Garsteeu's.” Tlie Oiith' soldi(‘rs 
under tlie Mccr Nawab were known to tllenlseIvc^s 
and their compatriots as the men of the Nadiriu' 
and the Akhtaree Regiments. 

When the new-comers caught sigiit of the ibrtress 
which ]iad hitherto baffled the ingenuity ai id courage 
of their associates, tliey expressed no small contempt 
for the genoralshi]) of tlie Nana, but bade him 
be at his ease, for that they would engage to ])iit 
liim in possession of the intrenchment after they 
had enjoyed a day's rest and surfeit. And so, on 
the eighteenth of June, at the hour when, exactly 
two and foi'ty years before, the French tmn<llei(rs 
were swarming through the woods of Hoiigoumont 
up to the loopliolos of the wall which they in^ver 
passed, the Oude mutineers charged in a mass 
across the plain, and over our ramjxirt ; bo]*e down f 
the defenders ; overturned a gun ; and seemed for 
a moment in a fair way of justifying their vaunt. 
A moment only: for, without waiting for orders, 
angry Sahibs came running from all sides to the 
rescue. Our people slewed round a nine-pounder; 
gave them first some stockingfuls of grape, and 
then an English rush ; and sent tliem back to their 
master fewer and wiser than tliey came. 

The rebel position presented an asj^ect animating 
and picturesque in a high degree. To the north 
of our fortification, between the Racket Court and 
the Chapel of Ease, was planted a battery well 
armed with mortars and twenty-ibur-pounder cannon. 
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In this region the command was taken by the 
Nunhey Nawab, the Mohammedan grandee, who, 
with Bakur Ali, and others, had been plundered and 
imprisoned by the Brahmins during their first out- 
break of religious spite. The high-spirited Moslem 
soldiery at once refused to brook this outrage, and 
began to talk of setting up the Nawab's claim to 
royalty against that of the Maharaja : upon which 
the letter released his prisoners, and thenceforward 
behaved towards them rather as an eq[ual than as 
a master. The Nana's rival showed both judgment 
and vigour. He beat up all the pensioned veterans 
of the neighbourhood who had formerly served in 
the artillery, and emjiloyed work-people of both 
^es in keeping him supplied with red-hot shot. On 
one""bccasion an apprentice to the trade took it 
into his head to try the experiment of heating a 
loaded shell, and succeeded in blowing up a woman 
and five men, including, we may presume, himself. 
The Nawab passed most of his time in the gallery 
of the Backet Court, where, in the late afternoon 
of more quiet days, had lolled a cluster of chatt}^ 
Englishmen; opening bottles of soda-water; chaffing 
the players with the threadbare raillery that sufiices 
for the simple taste of a limited community; de- 
scending in parties of four, cheroot in mouth, when 
the cry of game-ball all" warned them that their 
turn was come. Occasionally he would issue forth 
to see how his gunners were getting on, and to 
watch the efiect of their practice through a tele- 
scope. A half-caste Christian, who had disguised 
himself as a Mohammedan with admirable skill, gives 
an interesting account of what passed in this quarter. 
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He says, ‘‘I Nuiihey Nawab coming to tlK‘ 
''battexics accompanied by a number of t}’oop(‘r>, 
“and seiDoys, and his own attendants also; and 
“I was told by the people that the Nawab had 
“received a post of gi'eat dignity, and was in 
command of a battery. About one o'clock I came 
“close to Major-general Wheelei''s bungalow, and, 
“finding a piece of mat in the compound, lay dowtx 
“on it, and saw sevei'al troopers going about, 
“forcing peo23le to carry water to the battciies. 
“Hearing an uixroar I rose from the jdace wliere 
“ I was, when a trooixer, seeing me, told me that it 
“ was a great shame for a young Mussulman like me 
“to be thus idling away my time, and that I shouhl 
“assist at the batteiies. He also told me that 
“a young man, the son of KuiTum Ali, the one- 
“ eyed, a j)ensioned soubalidar, was sent for by the 
“ Nawab, and liad laid a gun so precisel}' that tlie 
“ shot carried away a jxoi'tion of one of the barracks 
“within the intronchment, for wliieh lie received 
“ a rewax’d of ninety rupees, and a shawl. I replied 
“to this that I possessed no arms, and had never 
“been a soldiei’.” It was no wonder that a battery 
where the service was conducted on so open-handed 
a systexn soon became the popular resort. The 
lovely Azeezun made this spot her head-(|uarters. 
She appears to have exercised a strange fhscixxation 
over our good friend Nanukchund, so frecpicntly 
does she appear in the course of his naiTative. 
Whether he chexished towards her a sneaking kind- 
ness, or a grudge for some jxast incivility, or, as 
is most px'obable, both the one and the other, he 
certainly never leaves her alone for xnany pages 
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together. In his quaint way Jie wiites : — “ It shows 
“ great daring in Azeezun, that she is always anned 
'^and present in the batteries, owing to lier attach- 
“ nient to the cavalry ; and she takes her favourites 
among them aside, and entei-tains them with milk, 
“ &c., on the public road.” 

The Meer Nawab planted the cannon, which 
he had brought with him across the river, on the 
soutli-east of our position, near the Artillery Mess 
House. This manoeuvre fortliwith debarred the 
garrison from obtaining occasional and perilous 
access to the tank; a privation the more severely 
felt, because the Oude men, bent on avenging their 
repulse, worked their pieces with a will, and kept 
up at point-blank range so hot a fire upon the 
mouth of our well that the drawing of water was 
a deed of heroism by night, and in djiylight an 
act of insanity. In tlie west, Bakur Ali, who had 
Kshared with the Nunhey Nawab his disgrace and 
his restoration to favour, bombarded our outposts 
from among the stables of the Second Cavalry ; while 
in and about the lines of the First Native Infantry 
stood a number of heavy guns, known by the col- 
lective appellation of ''the Sepoy Battery,” under 
cover of which a Jemmadar, who fancied liimself 
gifted with a turn for engineering, was sinking a 
mine by the aid of some invalid sappers and miners, 
whom he had persuaded to place themselves at 
his disposal. In the south-west direction was a 
stately mansion, which formerly held rank as a 
charitable institution, under the title of the "Sal- 
vador,” a name which the effeminate articulation of 
the native had long before this converted into the 
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''Savacla/' As tlic Mohammedaut faction nnistonHi 
strong in the vicinity of the Racket < diirt, so t-he 
Savada soon became tlio centre of Hindoo inhncne(‘. 
It was the special haunt of tlie Nana. Hen', wi're 
his ministers, his diviners, his courtiers, and th<* 
prisoners from whom he purposed to extort .some- 
. thing besides their breath. Here was the battery 
which went by his name. Here was the tent of 
his most able and ardent 23artisan, Teeka Sing, 
the generalissimo. Here, too, in an agreeable corner 
of the grounds, under the shade of a conspicuous 
grove, convenient!}” remote alike from the camp 
of the Moslem and the muzzles of the English 
artillery, was pitched his own jDavilion ; for he seems 
to have inherited the Mahratta preference for canvas 
over brick and mortar. The chiefs of that hardy 
and unquiet race seldom had a tight roof over their 
heads until they were laid beneath vsome mausoleum 
of fair white marble, sj)arkling with cornelian and 
jasper and lapis lazuli, constructed out of the spoils 
and the tribute of nations. 

The mutineers showed every intention of enjoying 
their spell of liberty and domination. These revolted 
regiments were rapidly turning into mobs. The work 
of the batteries was left to the retainers of ambitious 
Rajahs ; to pensioned gunners ; and to such amateurs 
as had a stomach for fighting, and a taste for the 
shawls and cash lavished by the Nunhey Nawab, 
The sepoys, meanwhile, lounged in the shops which 
fringed the canal, eating sweetstuff with school-boy 
avidity, and drinking sherbet to their hearts' content ; 
or swaggered along the streets with a nonchalance 
copied from their reminiscences of the fashionable 
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frequenter.'*! of the band-stand, criticizing the flriving 
of those among their comrades who liad been for- 
tunate enough to la.y their hands upon a buggy 
belonging to a Britisli No decent people 

were to be seen in the public places. No biisiiu*HS 
was done in the main thoroughfares. The tradesmen, 
in piteous trepidation, eyed tlie passing scamps from 
behind their shutters, consoling their enforced idle- 
ness by recollecting in what angle of the ganlen 
their money was inteiTcd, and framing excuses 
against the probable visit of the Nana's tax-collector, 
or the possible return of the English authorities. 
The opium-sellers and the mnkcei)ers, who in these 
days anterior to Mr. Wilson's budget had not attained 
to the dignity of licensed victuallers, alone drove 
a thriving trade. The waixiors of the Religions 
smoked, and chewed, and snored supine, clad in 
cotton drawers and a pair of clumsy shoes; their 
necks encircled by the Brahminical thread, token 
of their privileged and sacred extraction. To this 
costume they superadded a red coat, at such times 
as the stings of conscience, or the reproaches of 
priest and paramoim, drove them out to get a lazy 
shot at the infidels and an appetite for their 
curry. 

The earliest care of the Nana had been to set on 
foot a respectable municipal organization. With 
this object in view, he appointed to the chief magis- 
tracy in the city one Hoolass Sing, wlio may have 
been a traitor, but was, apparently, only a time- 
server, This person was chosen by the advice of a 
deputation composed of the leading townsmen ; a 
tent-maker, a jeweller, and a dealer in opiates. 
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Hoolass Sing had no sinecure. It was only by 
the exerci>se of judicious firmness, alternating with 
seasonable pliability, that he contrived to protect 
Cawnpore from the rapacity of the soldiery, and 
the wrath of those rural nobles whose paternal acres 
had been sold by the English Government to re- 
cover arrears of land-tax, and purchased by moneyed 
cits, who wished to cut a figure in country society. 
The duty of victualling the troops was committed 
to a blind gentleman of the name of Moolla, who, 
doubtless, saw quite well enough to water the rice 
and omit to sift the meal. A burlesque judicial 
court was formed of Azimoolah, Jwala Pershad, and 
other creatures of the Maharaja ; and presided over 
by Baba Bhut, who delivered his decisions seated 
on a billiard-table in Mr. Duncan's hotel. This 
tiibunal passed a variety of sentences without estab- 
lishing any very valuable precedent. Once, in an 
unaccountable fit of morality, it sentenced a luckless 
rogue to lose his hand for theft ; but, for obvious and 
selfish reasons, the judges appear to have refrained 
from again taking cognizance of this crime. A 
Mohammedan butcher was condemned to mutilation 
for having killed a cow ; and certain individuals were 
paraded through the town on donkeys, “for dis- 
reputable livelihood " : a punishment which, when 
the charge was made known, must have excited very 
general sympathy and indignation. Gradually this 
body, like the Committee of Public Safety in the 
French Revolution, assumed to itself a supervision 
over every department of the administration. When 
the powder ran short, the principal dealer in salt- 
petre was thrown into prison, until he produced the 
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requisite quantity of tliatart.icle. A name 
wi requiJ-ecl to provklc <-luaks tor halt n I a n 
at the rate of two an<l tluvei..mc-e apuro , a 
of payment which must have mspirea him with . 
l^fflcted regret for the liberal -f r'' 
Company. With a keener relish. Baba Bhn um ei- 
took to Lcount for the Englishmen who_ stall lurked 
about, watching for an opportunito- ot slipping awnt 
to Allahabad or Agra. On the eleventh ot Juiu, 
Mr. Williams, a miter in one ot tlie public oftiieM, 
was traced out and slaughtered. Two days sub- 
sequently, the head of young Mr. Oiwcan uw 
brought into his own father’s house. The mnideier 
with the present ot a iioimd, and the 


porter got a couple of rupees. 

At the expiration of a fortnight, an event oc- 
curred which, for a while, afforded to the besieged 
people a more suggestive and agreeable matter ot 
conversation than the rise of the mercuiy in the 
tube, and the sinking of the flour in the ban-els. ^ A 
native water-carrier skulked over from the opposite 
lines, and gave out that, on account of his love and 
respect for the Sahibs, he had set his heart u}wu 
being the first to bring them the good news ; that 
there were two companies of white soldiers on the 
other side of the Ganges, who were supposed to havo 
marched down from Lucknow ; that they had guns 
with them, and were making as it they would cross 
the river on the morrow j that the rebel camp wim in 
panic, and that everybody was saying how much he. 
had all along intended to do for the Sahibs, had he 
only dared. Next day he turned up again with the 
intelligence that the Europeans hail been detaiucsl 
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him, iu spite of his asseverations that lie was a 
poor leather-di'esser, taking a walk throngli the 
night air, after working all day in a close alley, 
over the saddles and holsters of the gentlemen 
troopers of the Second Cavalry. Too ])IausihI(i to Ik- 
killed offtliand, and too (picstionable to be neglected, 
he was .stripped and sent back rvliunce he came, 
with no other infonnation tlian that t]u‘ invesl.ment 
of our position was even more .strict and com))lct.(* 
than had been apprehended. 

A half-caste Government ofBcial offered to makt* 
an attempt to obtain intelligence, and to bribe over 
some of the influential citizens of Cawnjiore, on 
condition that Sir Hugh would pennit his familv to 
leave the intrenchment. His terms were accepted. 
He set forth, but was at once detected, .and tak(*n 
before the Maharaja, who sentenced him to three 
years’ imprisonment with hard laboiu-; a unique 
example of leniency, curious, as proving how firmly 
that usui-per was persuaded that his rule would now 
be permanent. Ghouse Mahomed, a faithful sepoy 
of the Fifty-sixth, succeeded in getting farther than 
his predecessors. He crept along the ground in the 
darkness, until he met two or three men with four 
yoke of oxen taking supplies to the Savada House. 
He told them that he was going to the city to buy 
some gi’ave-clothes for his brother, a brave who had 
died that day for the good cause in one of the 
advanced batteries. He was allowed to proceed 
upon his pious emnd; but, when lie reached the 
native town, it was as much as he could do to con- 
ceal himself from the inquisition of the rebel police. 
Many omi.s,sarie.s were despatched from our fort, ill- 
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cation, l>nt Blonman alone returned. The others, 
through tlic inontlis sut>sequ(n)t to our re-o{vupatT»ii 
of tlie district, cairn' stra<;‘<4’lin;; in, as tluT could 
effect their escape from rlu' (*am|> of ila* fu*^itive 
Nana; with noses slit, and hands or ears chopped 
off by an ignorant and inhuman operator. 

The remaining' contents <d‘ the l^awnpoiH' budgt't 
derive their pifficipal interest from a considc'ration 
of the circumstances under \vhi<‘li the}' were pro- 
duced. Not even at such a season wmdd English- 
men 2>ut their deeper feelings within an taivelope ; 
and the gossip of the station in that June was 
hardly calculated to enliven a eoiTOspondenct'. On 
the night of Sunday, the twenty-first, Major Vibart. 
tramsmittecl these lines to Lucknow' : — 


'"We have been cannoniided for six hours a day 
'by twelve guns. This evening, in three liours, up- 
‘ wards of thirty shells [mortars] were thrown int.o 
' the intrenchment. This has occairred daily for t-lu' 
' List eight days ; an idea maif he farmed of oirr 
^ castcaltieSf and how little protection the barracks 
'afford to the women. Any akl, to be effective, 
'must be immediate. In event of rain falling, our 
' position would be untenable. 

"According to telegraphic <lespatehes received 
'previous to tlie outbreak, a thousand Europeans 
‘ w^ere to have been liere on the hairteenth instant. 
' This force may be on its way up. Any assist.an<*<‘ 
'you can send miglit co-operate with it. Nint*- 
' pounder ammunition, chiefly cartridges, is required. 
' Should the above force arrive, we can, in return, 
' insure the safety of Lucknow. Being simply a 
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‘^military man, General Wlieoler has no power |o 
'"offer bribes in land and money to the insurgents, 
"wr cm^ means whatever of communicating with 
"them. Yon can ascertain the best means of cross- 
"ing the river. Nujuffgurli Ghaut is suggested It 
" is earnestly requested that whatever is done may 
"be effected without a moment’s delay. We have 
"lost about a third of our original number. The 
" enemy are strongest in artillery. The}’* appear not 
"to have more than four hundred or live hundrt*d 
"infantry. They move their guns with difficulty, 
" by means of unbroken bullocks. The infantry are 
"" great cowards, and easily repulsed. 

"" By order, 

"G. V. Yibart, Major/’ 

In the following letter there is one sad touch : the 
widower writing over his elbow " on the floor/* " in 
the midst of the greatest dirt, noise, and confusion,” 

"" I was agreeably suiq)rised to receive your most 
"welcome letter of the /twenty-first, the messenger 
" of which managed cleverly to And his way here ; 
""but that surprise wa^ exceeded by the astonish* 

"" ment felt by us all, at the total want of knowledgi^ 
""you seem to be in regarding our position ^md 
"" prospects ; while we have been, since the sixth of 
the month, equally in the dark respecting the 
""doings of the world around us. Your loss at 
""Lucknow is frightful, in common with that of us 
"" all ; for, since the date referred to, every one herc'^ 
""has been reduced to ruin. On that date they 
""commenced their attack, and feaxfiilly have they 
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conimucd now for eigliieen days aial 
“ while the condition of niiKery experieiHYHi hy al! 
“is utterly beyond description in this {>Ia(‘o. l)i‘ath 
“and mutilation, in all their forms of horror, havt^ 
“been daily before us. The numerical amount of 
“casualties lias been frightful, caused lioth by sick- 
“ ness and the implements of war, the latter having 
“been fully employed against our devoted garrison 
“by the villainous insurgents, who have, unluckily, 
“boon enabled to furnivsh tliemselves therewith from 
“ the repository wliich contained them/ We await 
“ tlic arrival of succour with the most anxious ex- 
“pectation, after all our endurance and sufferings; 
“ for that, Bir Henry Lawrence lias been applied 
“ to by Sir Hugh, and we hope earnestly it will bo 
“afforded, and that imm.cdiatehi, to avert further 
“evil. If he will answer that appeal witli UJew, 
''cents sohlais Britanniqucs,' wo shall be doubtless 
“at once enabled to imjwove our position in a vital 
“ manner : and irc drserve tliat the appeal sliould 
“ be so answered forthwith, You will be grieved to 
“ learn that among our casualties from sickness, my 
“poor dear wife and infant have been numbered 
“ The former sank on the twelfth, and the latter on 
“the nineteenth, 1 am writing this on the floor, 

“ and in the midst of tlie greatest dirt, noise, and 
“confusion. Pray urge our reinforcement to the 
“ Chief Ooiuinissioner. 

“ Yours, 

' M. WlOGENS/' 

• The employment of the French sentence is worthy 
of .remaii. During these troubled times, every 
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modem language was pressed into oin* servieo, and 
more tlmn one old field-officer musti‘red up Ids 
scliool reminiscences of tlie ulntfhf^is imd the 
to compose a bulletin curiously blended of Atti(\ 
iEolic, and Aldersliot, wliieli would have puzzled 
Grote or Hermann at least as nmcli as it could 
jmsibly per]>lex any mutineer or liigliwavman wlio 
might chance to intercept the messenger. 

Things had got to a terrible pass on our side <4‘ 
the wall. All the present sweetness of exist eiH*i* 
was long since vanislied, and the last flicker td* 
future hope had now died awa}'. But, moved In' 
a generous despair and an invincible self-n‘specG 
our people still fought on, By daring and vigiian<*e, 
by countless shifts and unremitting labour, the}* 
staved off ruin for another day, and }'et amdber. 
At rare intervals behind the earthwork, tliey stood — 
gaunt and feeble likenesses of men — clutching with 
muffled fingers the barrels of their muskets, wliicIi 
glowed with heat intolerable to the naked hand, so 
fierce was the blaze of the summer sun. Straining 
their ears to catch any fancied sounds of distant 
cannonading, they gazed across the plain to where 
the horizon faded into a fantastic mirage, which 
mocked their fevered eyes with fair scenes of forest 
and mountain, and with infinite expanses of glassy 
water broken by golden islets ; while in the fore* 
ground the jackals prowled about the debated space, 
and the pariah dogs snarled at the grey crows, and 
slunk away from the spots whei*e the great vultures 
sat in obscene and sulky conclave. Dim must have 
been the thoughts, confused the images, which fiittcn! 
through their wearied inteUect; indistinct memories 
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of home aiid youth; fain t regrets, mid fainter reso- 
lutions ; fitful yi^arnings for dear beings whom they 
would never again behold. Onf‘ would surmisi* 
how his mother in far-oft‘ England would bear lau* 
sorrow, and who wouhl be selected to break the 
news. Another would calculate dati^s, and t.ry to 
convince himself that his boy at Rugby should have 
got the scholarship examination oft* his mind befort‘ 
the receipt of the fatal tidings. But, whatever 
might be the subject of contemplation, no smile 
relieved tlie stolid apathy of tlieir careworn featun^s, 
save when dejection was for an instant charmed 
away by the buoj'ant audacity of Moore. He was 
‘'a strong man. In the dark perils of war, in the 
high places of the field, hope shone in him like a 
“pillar of fire, when it had gone out in all the 
“ otliers.'' Brave and vivacious himself, he was the 
cause that bravery and vivacity were in other men. 
It was not that he had less at stake than those 
around him, for his wife and cliildren were in the 
intrenchnient. When the vicissitudes of battle called 
her husband to the outposts, Mrs. Jiloore would step 
across with her work, and spend the day beneath a 
little hut of bamboos covered with canvas, which the 
garrison of Barrack Number Two had raised for hm* 
in their most sheltered corner. Beldom had fair 
lady a less appropriate bower. 

The twenty-third of June 1757 was the date of 
the gxeat rout that placed Bengal beneath tlie sway 
of the foreigner. In 1857 the ringleaders of the 
mutiny had fixed on the dawning of that day as the 
signal for a general rebellion over the entire north 
of India; hut the outbreak at Meerut and the 
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ings were more than usually numerous anl ust ss 

Lieutenant Thomson sent to \ 

reinforcement; hut Moore replied that h - cut 
spare nobody except himself and 
fosse In the course of a tew mmutes the pan 

unWed, .«d at »uce »Uiod forth “'“j' “"Si 
a sword, and the othei- mth «n "“lild ' S 
Moore shouted out, -Number One to ‘ So 
end the enemy, taking it for granted tli.it thi 
well-known word of command would brmg upon 
them a full company of /rfahibs with hxed bayonets 
and cocked revolver, broke cover and ran like 
rabbits. But towards they returned in 

force, and attacked with such detenninod kuornty 
that there remained more dead Hindoos outside the 
doorway than there were living Europeans _ withm. 
At the same moment the main fortification was 
assaulted by the whole strength of the iiisurrcetmn. 
Field-guns, pulled along by homes and bullocks, 
were brought up within a few hundred yawls, 
unhmbered, and pointed at our wall The troopers, 
who had bound themselves by the most solemn oath 
of their religion to conquer or to perish, charged at 
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a gallop in one tpiarter, wlule in another leivaucetl 
the dense array of infantry, precinled by a host *4* 
skirmisliei^^, who rolled bef<a*e ihcon great bniid!c*N 
of cotton, proof against onr ballets. It. was all in 
vain. Onr countrjinen, too, had their annivemiry 
to keep. They shot down tlu^ teams whh*h tagged 
the artillery. They fired tlie bales, <lrove the 
shaipshooters back upon the columns, and sent 
the columns to the right-about in unsiaunly haste. 
They taught the men of the Bee<md C^avalry that- 
broken vows, and angered gods» ami the waters 
of Ganges poured fruitlessly on the perjured head 
were less tenible than British valour in the hist 
extremity. The contest was short but sharp. The 
defeated combatants retired to brag and to earousi* ; 
the victors to brood, to sicken, and to starve. That 
evening a party of sepoys drew near our lines, nnule 
obeisance after their fashion, and requested leavt* 
to bury the slain. Thjs acknowledgment of an 
empty triumph, which would have spread a livcdy 
joy throughout the ranks of an old Spartan anny, 
even in the most desper^e strait, was but a poof 
consolation to these EiJgii^men under the shadow 
of their impending doom. 
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should prevail on thorn again to look tin; Suliihh in 
the face. Meanwliilo the Mohammedans, wlmm the 
Maharaja drosidcd only loss than the British, gathered 
strength and impunity from the popular discontent. 
Teeka Sing, the soul of the Hindoo laetion anil 
the right hand of the Nana, was imprisoned in 
his tent on the chai-ge of amassing a private treasure 
by a party of Mo.slem troopei-s, who were growing 
hungry for the lai’gess so long defcoTcd. Delay 
was perilous, and defeat would he fatal. By fair 
means, or, if need was, by tlio very foulest, it behoved 
the Tisurper to bring the matter to a speedy termina- 
tion. One method remained ; swifter than famines ; 
more .sure than open force. It might he po.ssibhf 
to cajole where he could not frighten; to ensnare 
those whom he might not vanquish; to lurc our 
countrjinen from the shelter of that wall within 
which no intruder had set his foot and lived. 

In one of the rooms in the Sav.ada House the 
Greenway family, of whom mention has been lumle 
above, had now been shut uji for about a fortnight, 
in strict confinement, diversified by an occasional 
conversation with an underling of the Mahai-aja. 
He had fixed their ransom at forty thousand pounds, 
and was at present discussing the tenas of a bill 
of exchange on a Calcutta bank, for which they 
were never to receive any consideration. In the 
same apartment lived an elderly persoig named Mrs. 
Jacobi, who had been taken while (‘ndcavuuring 
to escape towaixls Lucknow, disguisisl in nalivi- 
clothe.s. On the evening of Tuesday, the twenty- 
third, these unhappy people were .surprised at re- 
ceiving a call from Azimoolnh and Jwala Pemhad, 
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who seemed in very low spirits on account of tJi«* 
collapse of their centenary. These gentlemen in- 
formed Mrs. Jacobi^ that she had been designated 
as the bearer of a message to Sir Hugh Wh(»ek‘r, 
She readily undertook the office, and in the C(Uirst‘ 
of the next day was favoured by an interview with 
the Nana, who gave her a letter and her instructions. 
At nine o'clock on the following morning, she pro- 
ceeded to the intrenchments in a palanquin, and 
•was admitted as soon as the sentries had ascertained 
that she was an envoy, and not a spy. She deliven'‘d 
the document which had been intrusted to h(*r 
charge; a note in the handwriting of Azimoolah, 
attested by no signature, of which tlie superscription 
was To the subjects of Her Most Gracious Majesty 
Queen Victoria ; " and the contents ran as follows, 
in caricature of a proclamation issued from the 
Government House at Calcutta ; — 

“All those who are in no way connected with 
“the acts of Lord Dalhousie, and are willing to 
“ lay down their arms, shall receive a safe passage 
“ to Allahabad.” 

This protocol, unique for brevity and impudence, 
was laid before a council, consisting of General 
Wheeler, and Captains Moore and Whiting, The 
debate was prolonged and earnest. Poor Sir Hugh 
could not bear to abandon the position that he 


* On the uimnportant point of the identity of the mes- 
senger a strange discrepancy exists between the best informed 
authorities. Captain Thomson “recognized her as Mrs 
Greenway. On the other hand, the confidential servant of 
Mr. Greenway affirms that the choice of the Nana fell upon 
Mrs. Jacobi, and his statement is supported by the great 
majority of the depositions. ^ 



IV THE TBEACHEKY im 

had chosen so ill, and in the defence of which he 
had been so little able to ])artieipate. ft sei‘iiied 
a miserable conclusion of a lu^t dis(*reditahlc c*arei*r 
to stipulate* with his own sej)oys for the liberty of 
slinking away after tin* loss ot all his rnt*n and 
half his offi(*ers. Such was indceil an i*xorbitant- 
priee to pay for the satl remnants of a broken life. 
Better to lie within that well md. far abort* his 
brave boy than to ]>argain foi* the privilt*gt* of 
being interred a few montlis Later beneatli onv of 
the unsightly masses of brickwork which enctimht*!* 
the European graveyards of India. But the stTupli^s 
of the old man at length yielded ttv the arguments 
prodiieod b\' iMoort^ and Whiting — and tlnw were 
no drawing-room soldiers; for tlie one throughout 
those three wei*ks luitl never left a (‘orner on wliielf 
converged the tire of two powerful battt*ries, ainl 
the other had so borne himself that it might well 
be doubted whether In* kn(*w what fear was. Thin' 
represented that, if the garrison had consisted ex- 
clusively of fighting people, no one would ever 
dream of surrender as long as they had swords 
wherewith to cut their way to Allahabad. But what 
could be done with a mixed multitude, in which 
there was a woman and a cliild to each man. while 
every other man was incapacitated by wounds and 
disease if The setting in of the wet weather (so they 
urged), long dreatled as an overwhelming c-alamity, 
and delayed hitherto by what resembled the special 
mercy of Providence, could not now be dlstaut. 
When the lieavens were once (opened, when the 
rain of the East desct*n<led in all its first violence, 
their fortification would straightway cease to be 
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habitable and secure. The wails of the barnieks, 
shaken and liddled by the cannonade, would sink 
and crumble beneath the fury of a tropical tempos!. 
The holes in which our ladies sought refuge from 
the glare and the shot would be ero many 

inches had fallen. The marksmen whc), providot! 
with weapons worthy of their skill, c'ould hardly 
guarantee those paltry bulwarkvS, would bo helpless 
when damp powder and dirty gun -barrels had re- 
duced them to their bayonets and hog-sp(*ars. In 
another week they must exj)ect to be w^ished out 
of their defences; but, before that week had elapsed, 
the state of the barometer would concern them 
little; for the provisions were fast coming to an 
end. Their stores had dwindled to less than a 
quart per head of almost uneatable native fotni. 
The choice lay between death and eapitulatiiui : 
and, if the latter were resolved on, it was well 
that the offer came from the enemy. Loth and 
late Sir Hugh gave way. In order to avcud the 
appearance of a suspicious eagerness to the 

advances of the Nana, Mrs. Jacobi was dismissed 
with an announcement that our commander was in 
deliberation as to the answer that should be sent. 
That the intention to treat was generally known 
among our officers is evident from a note addressed 
by Lieutenant Master, of the Fifty-third, to his father, 
a colonel of cavalry, dated at half-past eight in the 
evening of June the twenty-fifth. 

''We have now held out for twent}Mam clays 
" under a tremendous fire. The Rajah of Bithoor 
"has offered to forward us in safety to Allahabad, 
"and the General has accepted his terms. I am 
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'"all right, though twice wouiKie<l f'harlotte 
^^Newnhani and Bella Blair a.re dead. Ill write 
from Allahabad. God bless you. 

Your afiectioiiate son, 

A. Master” 

The old lady returned to the rebel lines early 
ill the afternoon, but somewhat cheered by lier short 
visit. While the suinniuns was under consiileratioB, 
she ha<l madi^ the most of such an excellent oppor- 
tunity f«>r pouring’ out her troubles aii<l terroi’s 
to a friendly amlience. Her escort conducted! her 
to the Maliaraja, who listened to what slic had 
to say, and then sent her back into ca]>tivitj. He 
had no further need of her services. A pacific 
intercourse had boon established between the camps, 
and thenceforward his ambassadors might travci'se 
the interviming ground without apprehension lest 
a conical bullet from Lieutenant Stirling’s riHe 
should put an abruj^t end to the neg«>tiations. That 
evening there was assembled in the Nana’s tent 
a council of war, to which repaired live or six con- 
genial advisers, wlio, in their inmost hearts, were 
conscious that they ha<l been bidden to a council 
of murder. One hour after dusk was the time 
appointed for that accursed colhKjuy. A subject 
was to be broached on which few wmuld dare to 
enter until the kindly sun had veiled his face. 
History will never cease to sliudder at the deeds 
which thcnc(s resulte«l ; hut of the words that there 
were spoken she will be content to abide for ever 
ignorant. 

The morrow was a busy day. The first thing 
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in the morning, at our invitation, Azimoolah walked 
up to within half a quarter of a mile of our outposts, 
accompanied by Jwala Pershad, a nminidon of 
Bithoor Palace, who, by zeal and servility, had riHim 
to the dignity of a brigadier. To them went forth 
Moore and Whiting, together with Mr. Roche, the 
postmaster. These gentlemen, wliom Sir Hugh had 
invested with full powers, undertook to deliver up 
the fortification, the treasure, and the artillery, on 
condition that our’ force sliould marcli out under 
arms, with sixty rounds of ammunition to every 
man ; that carriages should be provided for the* 
conveyance of the wounded, the women, and tin* 
children ; and that boats victualled with a sufficiency 
of flour should be in readiness at the neighbouring 
landing-place. These stipulations appeared to meet 
the ap|)roval of the native commissioners ; one 
whom volunteered the remark, '' Wo will give you 
sheep and goats also.'’ 

The terms were committed to paper, and handed 
to Azimoolah, who broke up the conference with 
a promise to do wliat he could towards persuading 
his master to accede to our proposals. That same 
afternoon a trooper brought back a document, with 
a verbal* message 'to the effect that the Nmia liad 
no alteration to suggest, and desired that the bar- 
rack should be evacuated that very night. This 
extravagant demand produced a remonstrance on 
our part, to which the response was an insolent 
assui’ance that the Peishwa must have his will, and 
that disobedience or even hesitation would bring 
uj)on the delinquents the fire of all his batteries^ 
that he was not so blind as to give us ci'edit for 
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having abuinlanee of tbcHl or sorviveahlt* oaiiiion ; 
and that anoilier week’s hoiubardineiit would leavt^ 
nobody alive to baggie with his behest. To this 
tionrish of Oriental vanity Whiting r(‘pliiHl in good 
English styk% that, if Htanvek Dhooiuloo Pniith 
wanted th<* intrenehinent, lu* had only to eoiiu* 
and take it ; that his soldic*rs knew the way thithiw 
and the way ha<*k again : and that, if the worst eann* 
to the worst, there was powder (niongh in our maga- 
zine to blow into thi‘ (binges iwervthiug suuth of 
the canal. This last allusion closed the controversy. 
Tht^ Maharaja consented that we slioultl rlolay the 
embarkation till murning, and aec-orded a most gra- 
cious nweption to Mr. Todd, who formmiy had been 
his English tutor, and who iiiov prevailed upon him, 
without difficulty, to sign his wortldt^ss name on the 
margin of the treaty. Men give etisily what costs 
tliem nothing. The Nana htfonned his old acquaint- 
that (irrungenumts should be naulc lo enable 
our countrymen to breakfast and dim* im board, and 
start comfortably in the cool of tin* evtaang. llic 
servants, he said, hat! better stay behind, as ladies 
could look to tlieir own wants on iht* voyage. Which 
was true, Gcwl knows. 

There was much to bt* ilune that night. On the 
om^ side prtq>arations were <ai foot for a departun? ; 
on tlie other, measures wen* being taken that ilie 
departure should never bi‘, Hoolass Sing, the 
magistrate of the city, sent for the principal la^rsons 
who gained their living })y letting boats on hire, and 
ordered them to provide conveyama* for fivt? hundred 
passengers. They declared themselves unable to 
fulfil his injunctions, a refusal on which, after tlie 
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re-establisliment of British rule, they iusisteil ?is au 
irrefragable proof of loyalty. It is more likely that 
they were influenced by a rational doubt as to 
whether they would ever see the colour of the Nana’s 
money. Hoolass Sing, however, knew what he was 
about, as appears from the pathetic language of one 
of the sufferers. I told him,’’ says BuddluHi, aged 
forty years, that, when I received orders from the 
''Europeans to procure boats, I was advanced 
" money, and allowed a month or fifteen days 
" collect the same, and that it was impossible to 
"procure boats on so short a notice. On this ho 
" was much annoyed, and said I was only putting 
" him off, and ordered hivS attendants to take iiu\ 
" give me a good beating, and make me get boats. 
" They did as ordered, kept me there tlic whole 
"night, beating me, and threatened to blow me 
" from guns if I did not comply with their request. 
" They continued threatening me till 12 A.M. : but 
" I did not get them any boats.’' Buddhoo’s com- 
panions had more regard for their skins ; and, being 
not unaccustomed to this mode of carrying on a 
commercial transaction, after a due modicum nf 
vapulation discovered that they could muster two 
dozen barges between them. These were punted 
down the river, and moored at the appointed spot. 
Piesently a committee of English ofiicei’s, riding 
upon elephants, and guarded by native troopem, 
arrived for the purpose of inspecting the proceedings 
and i^eporting progress. These gentlemen expressed 
great vexation at the dilapidated state of the little 
fleet. Four hundred workmen were at once engaged, 
and set to repair the thatch of the roofs, and con- 
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stnieti a teinp^a'ary flooring of bamboo. Daring tin* 
presence of our countrymen sonu‘ provisions wore 
brought along and place<l on boanl, with a con- 
siderable show of assiiluity : Init tiny wen* not satis- 
fied with all that they saw, and still less with what 
they seenK‘d to hear. Home sepoys, idling on ilie 
bank, interspersed ilndr talk with fn‘(|uent repc^ti- 
tion of the rvord " kuttle,'' which, being intCTpretetl, 
is ‘‘ massacre/' 

And so the stage hatl been selected whereon to 
miact the tragedy. Hoolass Sing had furnished the 
properties; Aziim)olah had eompos<‘d the plot; and 
ihert‘ lachcnl <mly a skilful manager, who slmuid 
(iistrihute the parts, instruct tin' actors, and dispose* 
the supernumeraries. The N ana could discover many 
a one among his pimps and parasites suited such 
a, job as far as moral constitution was columned. 
In his familiar circle there was no deurili of fellows 
by the hand of natun* marker!, quoltMl, and signed 
to <Io a deed of shame. But in that degenerate 
circle there was only a single <*ourtiitr who had 
retained something of the old Mahratta dash and 
martial craft. Tantia Topee was destined ere long 
to demonstrate that he could run away every whit as 
suecessfull}’' as those chieftains who more than half a 
century befor<^ wearied out the hoi pumuit of Lake 
liiid Wellesley; and on this particular iKxwami he 
evinced tpialities which might have stumred to liim a 
share of fame in a cause less detestabk* Chxl md 
man. Laurels were not U) In* reapi*d in that c’ontest. 
The due meed for suclt vi<'t<n*.s was a wri^atli of 
cypress and a necklace of hemp. But the ba<{ de<jd 
was right cleverly done. Among all the feats of arms 
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performed by the rebel forces during the t‘ighk*i‘n 
months which succeeded tlie explosion of Met‘rut, 
no operation was so perfect in all its parts, so able 
in design, and so |)ros23eroiis in (‘xeeuiion, as the 
memorable treachery of Cawn])ore. 

The Suttee Chowra Ghaut, or landing-plac*t\ lay a 
short mile to the north-west of our intavnvhinvnts. 
At this point a ravine runs into the Ganges, after 
crossing at a right angle the main road, wliirli is 
distant three hundred yards from the river. During 
summer the bed of the stream is dry, and presents 
the aiDjoearance of a sandy lane of irrt*gular width, 
uneven with fretpient lumps of broken soil, and 
inclosed on either side with high l>anks ta'owmed 
by decaying fences. Standing half-way down this 
passage the tourist sees behind him a bridge \vhit*h 
carries the highway across the defile, tlu^ rails of 
which, then as now coated with wliite i)ainfe, have 
little of an Oriental aspect, and remind him for an 
instant of a bit in a Surrey common. On reaching 
the shore he finds himself in an open s}>aee, staae 
hundred and fifty yards long and a Imndred deep, 
bounded in the rear by a precipitous rising ground 
surmounted wdth prickly pear, in front by the 
Ganges, and to the left by the ruins of what in 
1857 was the village from which tlic Ghaut takes a 
name. On his right hand rises a picturescjiie iempha 
dedicated to the j^atron deity of fishermen, small 
but in good rejjair, resembling nothing so much as 
those summer-houses of a centurj' hack, which at 
the corners of old gardens overhang Dutch canals 
and suburban Englisli byways. Passing down tin* 
wall of this edifice a steej) flight of stej^s terminates 
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in tlie very water of the river, m that a man cannot, 
round the ctuiier without wading*. This is tht* scene 
where the traveller expeidences to ihi* full the smi- 
timeut of the spirit of Cawnpore. In otln*r quartATs 
of the station there are objects which evoke no light* 
and transient feelings. It is piiinfu! to trace the 
faint line of the fortihcations, and recognize tht* site 
of the barrack which containtnl st> much sorrt^w ami 
agony. It is interesting to obstu've tlu* m^at garden 
that strives to beguile away the asso(*iati<ais width 
haunt the well of evil fame, ami to ])ernsi; tin* in- 
scription indited by a vice-regal hand. It may 
gratify some minds, beneath the root* of a memorial 
church that is now building, tt^ listen while ( hnstia!i 
worship is performed above a s})ot which oiH‘e re- 
sounded with ineffectual prayers and vain tjacnla- 
tions addressed to quite other ears. But it is beside 
that little shrine on the brink of the yellow flood 
that none save they who live in the present alone can 
speak with unaltered voice, and gaze with undimmcd 
eye. For that is the very place itst*lf where the act 
was accomplished, not j^et transformed hy votive* 
stone and marble. There, at least, in the November 
evening, an Englishman may stand with bare lu‘mh 
and, under the canopy of heaven, breathe a sikuit 
petition for grace to do in his generation some small 
thing towai’ds the conciliation of races estrange<I by 
a terrible memory. 

In the course of the Friday evening Tantia Topee 
was closeted with tlie Nana, and, on leaving, gave 
orders that five guns and as many hundred picked 
musketeers should be mustered at the landing-place 
two hours before daybreak. He likewise enjoined 
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with theu followei^ at tlio same rcmlezvous. Thv 
cavalry soldiem, to whom the clesig.i was iimiarted 
exclaimed against such a dastardly breach of faith’ 
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battalion of infantry and a regiment of eavalry, 
wlio bad recently attached ibeniHclves ti> ilti* 
insurrection. 

The boats, some few excepted, Inul b(,‘en hauled 
into the shallows, and were literally resting on tlie 
sand. They were of the ordinary country build, 
thirty feet from stem to stern, and twelve fetd* in 
the beam. They were covered in by a heavy roof 
of straw, witli a space at either end left open for 
the steersman and the rowers. At a <listance they 
had the air of floating haystacks, rather than of 
vessels; and, indeed, were not unlike the XoaliN 
ark of our nurseries, both in their outlines and in 
the number of their crew. Tantia called the boat- 
men together, and bade them hold themselves pre- 
pared, at a given signal, to fire the thatch, and mako 
for the shore ; and then, secure of the issue, mounted 
the stairs of the little temple, there U> await, amidst 
a crowd of armed retainers, the outcome of his able 
combinations. The men in ambush chattered, and 
shivered, and munched their cold rice, and sharc^l 
the alternate pipe; and the Mussulmans in ilu^ 
various groups performed a leisurely obeisance to- 
wards the rising sun, not sorry when his rays broke 
through the chill mist of the morning; and tiuf 
bargemen gathered round fires heaped with a larger 
supply of charcoal than ihv. economic Hindoo is 
wont to expend upon the preparation of his frugid 
breakfast. 

All was quiet in the intrenchment. Brigadier 
Jwala Pershad, with two' companions, came overnight 
to Sir Hugh Wlieeler, and announced tliat the trio 
were to remain until the embarkation as hostages 
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inrti could eftecti for the eonservatioii of Hritisli 
Iioiioiir and British lives. 

On the morrow, at a very early hour, all (tawiipore 
was astir. The townspeople pourei! down to the 
landing-place bj’' thousands ; some <h>sirmiH to cratch 
one' more giimpse of the kind-hearted siraiigem wlai 
had so long sojourned in their mi<!st,and mifeigiiedl} 
sorry to see the last of such easy eiistomem and 
such open-handed masters; others, euriuus to ob- 
serve whether the Hahibs were much changed by 
their hardships; others, again, drawn thither by 
a dim expectation that something might !iap|>eii, 
which it would be a pity to have missed. Ami the 
mutineers, and the matchlock-men, and thc^ rabble of 
tlie revolt, swarmed forth from the various dens of de- 
bauchery, and slouched off, yawning and half-armed, 
to bear their part in whatever might be going on. 
And Azimoolah and the brothem (jf tlie Poishwa, 
accompanied by a liost ol' nobles, mounted their 
horses, and Joined Tantia Topee on the platform of 
the temple. And tlic Nana did not sleep late, if, 
indeed, lie slept at all. Wlien his courtiers had de- 
parted, he dismissed his attendants, and iistoned in 
solitude for the sounds which sliould announce that 
the supreme moment had arrivetl. His miufl was 
not in tune for company. 

And oxfl* countrymen awoke for the last time. 
There was a great deal to be thought alid talked of, 
but not much to be done. The packing tiid not 
take long. Little had been brought into those hate- 
ful walls, and less yet remained worth removal whan 
they came to break up their melancholy establish- 
ment. Some hid about their persons money, or 
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jewellery, or fragments of plate, 'Others seemed 
to think that a Bible or a book of prayers was a 
treasure more likely to be of service in the coming 
emergency than turquoises, and silver spoons, and 
gold sovereigns. The able-bodied folk, intent on 
the common safety, stuffed their hats ami pockets 
with ball-cartridge ; while a few, over whose hearts, 
softened by the influence of the occasion, affection 
and regint held exclusive sway, bestowed all theii' 
care upon tokens which the dying had put aside as 
a legacy for the bereaved in England. Many and 
strange were the relics that crossed the Indian 
Ocean in the homeward-bound packets of that 
autumn ; locks of hair, and stained sleeves 
collars, and notes scribbled on the fly-leaf of an 
orderly-book, and pistols, of which some of felu* 
baiTels were still loaded, and others had been fireil 
in vain. It was then much as it had been in 
the days of Troy, throughout the villages of an- 
cient Achaia. The household knew those whom 
it sent forth to the war ; but, instead of the 
‘'men, an um and a poor handful of ashes alont* 

“ returned.’' 

And now began to make itself felt a strong dis- 
inclination to quit for ever the place where so much 
had 1)^en done and suffered ; a frame of mind which 
afterwards^was remarked among the besieged at 
Lucknow who outlived the relief of the Presidency. 
Death, in one of the foims with which all had lately 
grown so conversant, and among associations that, 
if not dear, were at any rate familiar, seemed prefer- 
able to novel exertions and untried perils. More 
than one young subaltern who, a month previously, 
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would have been ashamed to coufesh tt> an eiiiotiom 
stole ten minutes to pay a tarowell visit to the loop- 
hole at which, on the morning of the great assaiilu 
lie had fought till his shoulder was blue, and his 
ride clogged witli lead ; or to stand with wet cheeks 
in a nook of the hospital, sacred to his first great 
grief. Not a few peered down the well that lay 
outside the breastwork, with a tacit adieu to those 
whom they left behind, and a wish that it had 
pleased God to unite them, even there. 

If a start was to be made before the advancing 
day had dispelled the freshness of dawn, there was 
no time to be lost, A crowd of carriages and beasts 
of burden had gradually assembled outside the 
north-western corner of the intreiichment. Some 
of the women and children disposed tlieuiselves in 
the bullock-carts, while others climbed up to an in- 
secure seat on the padded back of an elephant. A 
fine animal, equipped with a state howdah, and 
steered by the Peishwa's own driver, had been sent 
for the accommodation of Sir Hugh Wheeler. The 
General was touched by the attention; but (un- 
willing, it may be, to form a 'conspicuous object in 
a cortege so far from triumphal) after seeing his 
wife and daiigliters Scifely mounted in the place ef 
honour, he ensconced himself in a palampiin, which 
he never left alive. Our soldiei-s bestowed their dis- 
abled comrades in the littei’s, without receiving the 
slightest assistance from the native bystanders. It 
was cmel work, tlie loading of this mournful train. 
The inexperienced good-will of that amateur ambu- 
lance corps occasioned giievous agony to some wlio 
ought not to have left their beds for months, aiid 
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to some who should never have been niin'Cil 
again. 

A number of sepoys mingled with the throng of 
British people, and entered into conversation with 
the gentlemen under whom they had fonneriy served 
One and all, they expressed lively admiration ftir 
the unaccountable obstinacy of our defence. Many 
spoke with commiseration of the distressing condi- 
tion to which those had been reduced for whom then 
entertained so deep a respect; inquire<l eager!}’ 
after their missing officers ; and leaimed their fate 
with tears : conduct which none who have studied 
the Hindoo character can attribute to sheer dissimu- 
lation. Less equivocal were the demonstrations 
displayed towards their employers by certain amt>ng 
the better class of domestics. The head bearer of 
Colonel Williams, who commanded the Fifty-sixth 
before the mutiny, deseiwes to tell his own simple 
story. He says, '' Even after the cessation of hos- 
‘"tilities, we were not allowed to go and sec our 
masters. On the morning of the twenty-sixth of 
''June, three officers of tlie Fifty-sixth, Goad, 
"Fagan, and Warde, mounted on elephants, and 
" two Europeans, whose names and regiments I don't 
"^now, mounted on another elephant, came out 
" oF’^tdie intrenchments and went to the river to 
" mspect'^.the boats. The gardener and I, taking 
" some grape';s,.^went up to the officers, and told them 
" that we were in a starving condition, and wanted 
"to come to our masters in the intrenchmeiit. 
"They said, 'No, you can't come with us, but we 
" ‘ shall come out to-morrow, and you shall accom- 
'"pany us to Allahabad in boats.' Goad Sahib 
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'' and Warde Saliib gave me eaeli two nipeos. They 
‘‘ told me that my master hufl died a imlnral tleath : 
'‘that my mistress was well, but slightly w minded; 
“and tliat Miss ifary was <lead. Her death was 
“caused by frigid at the (‘annonadi^ and that she 
“ was not wounded. On the twenty-seventh of June* 
“ a little before six A.M. as many as could walk came 
“out; some of tlie wounded in doolies, otliers <d* 
“ whom were left behind. The party from tin* in- 
“trenchment was surrounded by s(‘poys. 1 had 
“great difficulty in reaching my mistress. I np]iH<*d 
“ to Anuundeedeen, the Havildar-major of the Fift v- 
“ sixth, who said the thing was im]K)ssible. 1 ap- 
“pealed to him, and begged him to remember the 
“kindness he had received from tlu^ Cohund. After 
“ persuasion, he said that he conld not sliow his face 
“before the Colonel’s lady, but directed tour sejays 
“ to take me to my mistress, and previait my biang 
“ disturbed. I was then taken to m}- mistress, witii 
“ whom were her two daughters, Miss Ceorgiana 
“and Miss Fanny. They were in wretched pliglit; 
“ scorched and blistered by the sun. Aly mistrt*ss 
“ had a slight bullet-wound on the upper lij). She 
“said tliat my master had died on the eighth of 
“ June, My mistress then asked about tla^ ]>ropta1y 
'' house, and inquired about all the sta- 

“ vants, and especially after the cook. Sh(‘ then t<^!d 
“ me to go and fetch him, as she wanted him to go 
“ down to Allahabad with her ; and told me to go to 
“ her son in the Hills, and inform him of all that 
“ had occurred. She told me to make every endea- 
“ vour to join her son as soon as the roads shonkl 
“be open, and to show him the spot wlien* the 


182 


CAWXPORE 


vn\i\ 


Coloiie] was buried. I told her I did not know 

the sjiot. She said the groom who had rt‘inaim*d 
^'with them in the intrciichinent W(nil<l show it 
''to me.’’ To judge from tlie attacdiment of her 
servants, Mrs. ^^lliams must have ruled lua' luaise- 
hold like a true lady of tlie kindly old Angio-Iiidian 
school 

No prayer was said, no blessing invoked no pass- 
over eaten, before that inauspicious exodus. Moon* 
went about from gTOup to group, and impresst*d 
upon his colleagues that it would be idle to attempt 
to preserve order in the embarkation. His instruc- 
tions were to push off as soon as all hml bemt g<^t 
on board, and make for the opposite shore, when* 
further arrangements might be completed at leisun* 
and in comparative safety. And then a drink of 
water was handed in at the door of each palampiin, 
and the expedition set forth. A mob of peasants 
at once rushed upon the deserted premises, and 
spread themselves about in quest of plunder. Tlun^ 
might have spared their pains. A camel-rider, who 
entered among the first, saw nothing except '‘three 
"useless brass gnins that had been split, two leathcwii 
"bottles of liquid butter, a sack of fine flour, fwid 
"the bodies of eleven Europeans. They were on 
" quilts' on the floor, some of them still breathing, 
" though dying firom severe gunshot wounds.” 

The show was not such as would dazzle a vukiir 
eye; but m the soul of those with whom glovy is 
not skin-deep, the retinue of an imperial coronation 
would fail to inspire the reverence excited by that 
ragged and spiritless cavalcade. First came tin' 
men of the Thirty-second regiment, theii- daraitless 
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captain at the head ; — thiiikini^ littk% tih ever, ef tlif^ 
past, but. much uf the* futtire;— and ku inarciiini^ 
tuiconsciouH towards tlu* <lt%ntli which lie ha<l ofton 
courted. Tlicn inov(‘d on tin* throng iif nakcf! 
bearers, groaning in monotonous cadence beneath 
the weight of palau(|uins, through wln^sc* sliding 
panels might be dis(*erned the pallid forms of tlie 
wounded ; — their limbs rudelv bandagt‘d with shirt- 
sleeves, and old stockings, and strips of gown and 
petticoat. Mayhap, as they jolte<l along, they fed 
their sickly fancies witli a listless antieipathm that 
the hour was not remote when they might forget 
the miserable present amidst the joys iyf ice, and 
lemonade, and clean sheets, and nourishment more 
appetizing than parched grain and bad pease-fKir- 
ridge. Behind these creaked a caravan of eartsi 
dragged by bullocks, on which were hwldled ladies 
used to a very different equipage; while here and 
there paced a stately elephant, his tusks adonied 
with rings of brass, and his forehead paintetl in gro- 
tesque patterns, who, perchance, a ceiitury back, was 
tugging a gun across the field of Plassy, and who 
now bore a cluster of English women and children 
clinging nervously to the ropes which encircled Ids 
huge girth. And next, musket on shoulder and 
revolver in belt, followed they who could still walk 
and fight. Step was not kept in those ranks. Little 
was there of martial array, or soldier-like gait and 
attitude. Lace might not be seen, nor embroider)^, 
nor facings, nor uniforms which could be recognized 
at the Horse Guards or smiled on in county ball- 
rooms, In discoloured flannel and tattered nankeen, 
mute and in pensive mood, tramped by the remnant 
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of tlio immortal garrison. Tlioso men IumI tiiiislicd 
their toil and had fought iheii- liaf.tlc; and now, if 
hope was all but dead within them, there survived, 
at least, no residue of fear. 

The last to (juit the iiitreuehment was .Maj<»r 
Vibait, of the Second Cavalry. Ht* brought up tht* 
rear of our column alone, amidst a numerous e.scort 
of mutineers belonging to his late regiment, who 
insisted on conveying his higgage down to tln/land- 
ing-place; a marked instance of coni]>laisance on 
the part of these gentlemen troojters. There were 
many, however, among the rebels who no ion.rer 
thought it worth while to dissemble. Lai iy Wheeler’s 
ayah, a few minutes before, had been pre.sented hv 
her mistress with a hag of rupees as an acknow- 
ledgment of her fidelity. She now was forced i.u 
exchange her treasure for a .slash with a sabre 
faome sepoj's, who had stood by us to i,hv last weiv 
seized and earned off in spite of the urgent expostu- 
lations of their Adjutant: and the hour approached 
when a brave woman was to meet that face to face 
the bitteme.ss of whieli, to repeat her own language,’ 
had ^leady been tasted many, many times. Colonel 
-d Mm Ewart had .started Iate;-she on fbothe 
on a bed, carried by four native portem. From one 
cause and another they made slow progi-ess T l e 
Wrs were lazy; and j,aid no attention to a Mem 
Sahib, whose husband, prostrate with wounds. wT; 
unable to enforce her ordom with his cane. Gna]„_ 

of the helpless pan-; who, at length, like a .sick child 

backs of the English real-guard disappear round 
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u fiisliAiil roriHi*, As thi‘ raitii* nf 

Hk flulni's i Inirrh, se\^ai or oi**‘!ili ruMids 
Ui tho (^^loiud's own hultulion sti^pjHal uji; Iki*1o I In,* 
portors sot down thoir loail mid stand back; iiiid 
bo^*an to mock their victim, saying, Is not ibis si 
hue paradi% ami is it not wcl! drcsstHl up i Tlif*j 
then hewed him in pieces with their swords, find 
jifterw^iinls turned to Mi's. Ewart, suhI desired her to 
throw down what eve ‘ sin* httd al)out }uh% and on ht*r 
ways, for tlisit s1h‘ wsts a wonaui, sind tlicy wonki not 
kill hen Hhe took out of her dress a piece of stuff, 
w'ith soimdliino tied up in its nml delivered it to 
ont^ of tin* gang', who thm'eiipon cut her down ilesnl 
Those who loveil her, ttnd tlu^j w<*re maiiy^ could 
not have wished it otherwise. 

Presently the van reatdied the wdiite rails of the 
wooden bridge, and, leaving tliem on the hdt hand, 
turned aside into the fatal ravim*. A vast multi- 
tu<ie, speechless and motionless as speetrtis, watcln*d 
their descent into that valhw of the shadow of tleath. 
Only some se|K>ys, gazing on the trappings of the 
elephants, said one to another, ‘‘ They are taken out 
of their fortress grandly. They g<i glatlly. They 
“ know not what is before* them. !Now let them 
n^pent of their misdi‘eds, and ask pardon of (hMl” 
Boon Tantia Topee, who for some while |Mist liiul 
btam anxiously glancing towards the west, saw the 
white hiees and gloaming bayonets; saw the dark 
ti>|)s of the palampiins dancing up and down ; - saw 
the howdahs swaying from riglit to left above the 
si*a of heads. Then he called to a baiidHinan who 
was in attendance, and directed him to proceml 
up tlio lane, and sound his bugle when onccj the 
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Europeans were well within the trap. ver}' 

slowly, with many a halt and many an entangh*meut, 
the unwieldy mass of men and brutes wound along 
the bed of tlie torrent. 

And now the last Englishman walked down intt> 
the lane ; and immediately the troops who had been 
appointed to that duty fonned a double line across 
the mouth of the gorge, and told all who wen^ not 
concerned to retire and keep aloof, for that within 
that passage there was no admittance save on one 
baleful business. Meantime the embarkation was 
progressing under serious difficulties. No tem- 
porary pier had been provided, nor even a plank 
to serve as gangway. None of tlie Hindoo boatnnoi 
or beai’ers spoke a word or lent a hand, while, stand- 
ing knee-deep in the stream, our officers hoisted 
in the wounded and the women. Already tluw 
were themselves preparing to scramble on board ; — 
already the children were rejoicing over the sight cd* 
some boiled rice which they had discovered in the 
corner of a barge ; — when, amidst the sinister silence 
which “ prevailed, the blast of a bugle came pealing 
down the defile. Thereupon the native rowers leapecl 
into the water, and vsplashed towards dry groimd ; while 
those very troopers who had conducted Major Vibart 
from the barrack with such professions of esteem 
discharged their carbines at the nearest vessel The 
Englishmen, whose rifles were handy, at once o])ene<l 
fire, some on the traitorous crews, others on the hypcn 
critical scoundrels who had commenced the attack. 
But of a sudden several of the straw roofs bm;st 
into a flame, and almost the entire fleet was blaming 
m the twinkling of an eye. The red-hot cliarcoal 
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Wlien, after the Iaj)se of some twenty minutes, 
the dead began to outnumber tlie Jiving when 
the fire slackened, as tlie marks grew few and far 
between; then the troopers who had betai <lraw!i 
up to the right of the temple plunged into the 
river, sabre between teeth, and pistol in hancL There- 
upon two half-caste Christian women, tlu^ wivt^s of 
musicians in the band of the Fifty-sixtli, witness! *d a 
scene which should not be related at second-hainL 
In the boat where I was to have gone/’ says Mi*s. 
Bradshaw, confimied throughout by Mrs. Betts, 
''was the school-mistress and twenty-two missies, 
"General Wheeler came last, in a 2}alkeo. They 
"carried him into the water near the boat. I stood 
"close by. He said, 'Cany me a little further 
"'towards the boat.’ But a trooper said, 'No; 
"'get out here.’ As the General got out of the 
" palkee, head foremost, the trooper gave him a cut 
" with his sword into the neck, and he fell into the 
" water. My ^on was killed near him. I saw it ; 
" alas I alas ! Some were stabbed with bayonets ; 

" others cut down. Little infirnts were torn in 
"pieces. We saw it; we did; and tell you only 
"what we saw. Other children were stabbed and 
" thrown into tbe river. The school-girls were burnt 
"to death. I saw their clothes and hair catch 
"fire. In the water, a few jmces off, by the next 
"boat, we saw the youngest daughter of Colonel 
"Williams. A sepoy was going to kill her with liis 
"bayonet. She said, 'My father was always kind 
'"to sepoys.’ He turned away, and jiist then a 
"villager stmek her on the head with his club, 

" and she fell into the water.” These people like- 



IV 


THE TMEACIIKRY 


im 

wise sii^w good Mr. Moiicrieft*, tlie lake h 

book from his pocket that he never ha4t leisure to 
open, ami heard him commence a prajer for mercy 
which ho was not permitted to conclude. Another 
deponent observcnl a European making for a ilraiii 
like a scared water-rat, when some boatmen^ aniied 
with cudgels, cut off his retreat, and beat him down 
dead into tlie mud. 

At this point those Englishmen whi> had iearncti 
to use their limbs in the water, perceiving that all 
was lost, with a hurried last look and a parting 
shudder, stripped and made for Yibarts l)4iat, 
which just then was aground not far from the 
opposite shore. Thomson swam, ami Private Mur- 
phy, neither for the last time. Three cavalry soldiers 
chased Lieutenant Harrison on to a small islaml 
two hundred yards from the land, line onl}* waded 
back again, quicker than he came; while Harristai 
made the best of his way to the stranded vesse!, 
and clambered over the side, satisfied at having 
taught his pursuei’s that it wiis never safe to iriffe 
with a Sahib, as long as he had breath in his bo^Iy 
and a charge in a single chamber. Few were 
vigorous or fortunate as he. Their strengik failed 
some; while more than one stout swimmer, shot 
dead in the middle of his stroke, rolIe<I over and 
sank amidst the reddening tide. Of the two Hen- 
dersons, the younger went down in his brothers 
sight, while the elder hardly struggled in with a 
shattered hand through the pattering milraill«l6. 
At length all wei’e on board who had not disappeared 
below the waves ; and, by dint of hard shoving, the 
boat scraped herself off the shoal, and continued 
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Ixer sluggish aucl devious course .-—that liajdcss Argo 
with her freight of heroes. 

“At nine, or lialt-past nine in tlie luoniing,’ 
writes Nanukchund, who was in lading at a neigh- 
bouring village, “I hoard the rei)ort ul' cannon, 
“and immediately despatched niy servant for news, 
“ and to leai-n why guu.s were being tired. At about 
“noon, more or less, he returned, and reported (hat. 
“the people who came to bathe in the tJangi's 
“informed him that the iutrenehmeut liad l)am 
taken by the rebels, and the corpse.s of hlurojteans 
“were boating down the river. The villagers e.v- 
claim, m then villag'e dialect, that the (.lunges has 
“turned crimson, and it is impossible to lot^k u]«in 
The teiioi' and alarm that now seizes me 
‘‘baffles description. It seems sacrilege ti> take 
“ any sort of food or drink. I can think of nothin.-’ 
“but moving about from side to side with terror.” 
Besides Nanukchuud, there was another, who.sc 
agitation, arising from very dittereut passions, dis- 
played itself by the same noticeable symptom. A 
rich Hindoo, even though he be not of such giuss 
habit as was the Nana, never walks a stej» unless 
under dire compulsion : and yet, during the early 
forenoon, Dhoondoo Bunth seldom rested quiet in 
his chair, but paced to and fro in front of his tent, 
straining his ears to catch the noise of horse-hoofs.’ 
At last a trooper galloped down with the tidin.-s 
that all was going well, and the Peishwa would soon 
obtain ample compensation for his ancient wrom-s. 
The Maharaja bade the courier retuni to the bcld*l>f 
action, bearing a verbal order to keep the women 
alive, but km all the males. By the time Tantia’s 
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aide-de-camp returned tu his ei.ie/; ihe latier i,,. 
junction ajjpeared all but superdiunis: tJmuyii liuT.. 
was still something tu he dun,.. Th,- M-p.,,; ja-su-d 
on he Oude bank had excepted certain Kiistlisluuei, 
horn the slaughter of the two boatfuls widch had 
lallen into their hands. TImse, to tlie sum of 
■seventeen, they now sent over as their eontribution 
On leference being ma,le to the .Maharaja he’ 
giaciously acknowledged the present, and deMied a 
nng-party to be told off; sugge.sting. huwev,-r that 
powder .should not be wasted on the'wounded ’ ilis 

“ w'mted', J«“ r** 

ooIl«ed brougM C taTTn xs”' 

’''■eie pulled out from under the ele„-i-.! ' i 

river, mme of tiie "l„. 

Ba‘.-I.ea all at t S l' 

place, .sentries were nosted ^ landing- 

charge to suffer no oL? 

tlre/aat, a1rdtrt7tt«f:^;rT 

some on loss of thoK^x,. i Y count, 

sand, a very feeble coimv '*^^'^- I'ho trotlcJeu 

destitution aroused the 7 ^ '*‘«,rvas. Tlieir 

water-carried, X»frT ‘ 

-outh, as they cowered beneath the pitfes 
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On tlie shore of the Ganges, in the midst of tliat 
devilish horde, those English girls and iiuiiroBS 
abode till the morning was almost spent. And tluai 
they were led back along the road whieli they had 
traversed a few hours before ; not as they came, for 
nothing was left them now, save a new grief and a 
shar2>er terror. In front, behind, and on eitlier side, 
surged along a crowd of sepoys, exulting with an mn 
holy joy, and rich with inglorious spoils. This one 
carried a girdleful of rupees anil broken jewelk^ia. 
That had secured a double-barrelled lbwling-pieca\ 
marked with a name illustrious in tlie London trade. 
Another dragged a line setter or Skye terrier, the 
pride of some cadet who, in too harsh a scIkn)!, had 
taken his first and last lesson of war. The}' startt‘d 
beside the Fisherman’s Temple. They ihreadt*d the 
winding lane. They plodded wearily past the white 
railing and the European bazaar; jiast the chapel, 
and the Racket Court, and the ruinous intrench- 
ment. Through the disputed line of outposts, and 
across the plain they went, until the procession 
halted before the pavilion of the Maharaja; who, 
after reviewing his captives, ordered tliem to be 
transported to the Savada House, and there confined 
until further notice. Two large rooms, wliere a 
number of native soldiers had slept nightly during 
the previous month, were cleared out for their recep- 
tion ; and a guard placed over tliem from the ranks 
of the Sixth Regiment, which had lately marchet! 
in from Allahabad. 

I saw that many ot the ladies were wounded,” 
says one who watched them go by. “ Their clotlies 
'Giad blood on them. Two were badly hui*t, and 
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*‘liad their heads bouud up with haiidki.i’eliiefs* 
“ Borne were wet, e< awed with imul and hhw^i ; and 
''Some had their <lresses torn, Init all had rlolht^h. 
"I saw one or two children without ciot-hes. lliere 
"were no men in the party, but only some hoys of 
"twelve or thirteen years of agv/’ Anoilier eye* 
mtness remarks : " The hulies’ clothing was wi*t and 
"soiled, and some of them wen? barefoot. Alany 
" were wounded. Two of tliem I observin! well, as 
"being wounded in the leg and untler annA 
To such a pliglit had come the bloom which onei\ 
fresh from the breezes of home, channel! and 
puzzled Calcutta; and the ti>ileites whose importa- 
tion and inspection supplieil matter ibr a month V 
conjecture, and a weeks happy occaipation. Where 
were now the tact, the cultivation, ami all the inde- 
finable graces of reflneil womanhood ^ Simplicity 
and affectation, amiability and pride, (‘<n|aetry and 
reserve, discretion and sweet susceptibility, were 
here confounded in a dull uniformity of woe. 

Four Englishwomen, and three others of mixed 
parentage, were appropriated and canied off by the 
soldiers of the Second Cavalry: a corps which, now 
that the fighting was over, never lost an o|iijHii:tuiiity 
of distinguishing itself. These men wert^ summoned 
into the presence of the Nana, who riunouHtraied 
with them at some length, and insisted that the 
whole seven should be restored without delay. It 
may be that he regarded his prisoner as hostagoH^ 
and was unwilling that tliey should be scattered 
about in places where he coulil not lay his hand 
upon them at the precise moment wlieu his lih* 
or power might be at stake. iVll obeyed promptl} , 
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with the exception of Ali Khan, a young trooper, 
described as of fair complexion; height ab(»iii 
five feet seven inches ; long nose ; tlark ej'es ; 
‘'wears a beai'd and small moustache/' This fellow 
had selected, as his share of the booty, the youngest 
daughter of Sir Hugh. He must have been om‘ of 
a pair who were observed “leading awa}' from the. 
“ boats a lady on horseback. She wore a, green 
“ chintz gown, which appeared to be wet. She 
“ seemed to be eighteen or nineteen yeai's of age.” 
Ali Khan now contrived to spread a report that his 
victim flung herself down a well, after killing her 
captor, his wife, and Ins three children. His dt)- 
vice met with extraordinary success. In Hinrlo- 
stan it is never a very difficult matter to find 
witnesses who will swear to anytliing ; and, before 
long, a private in the Second began to remember 
that he had been passing his coimade's door when 
Miss Wheeler came out, with a sword in her hand, 
and said : “ Go in and see how nicely I have rubbed 
the CorporaFs feet." Another individual, blessed 
with an elastic memory, had been present at the 
dragging of the well, and had seen “ Missy Baba 
taken - out, dead and swollen." The impudent 
fabrication was generally accepted in the city and 
the cantonments ; and met with ready credence in 
England, where the imaginations of men were ex- 
cited by a series of j)rurient and ghastly fictions. 
Under one shape or another the incident long went 
the round of provincial theatres, and sensation 
magazines, and popular lectures illustrated with 
dissolving views. Meanwhile the poor girl was 
living quietly in the family of her master under a 



IV 


THE TREACiiEHY 






Mohammedan name. Our pidiee maile in- 

quirieB, which resulted in a strong’ cnnvictimi that 
she had accompanied the flight, td* the nlnds, amh 
after being hurried about from campiiig-griaind 
camping-gToimd, had mot a natural <k‘iith in u i*orner 
of NepauL She was by -no means of pure KllgIi^ll 
blood. To some the very statement of the fuel* may 
appear heartless, but truth demands that it- slionlrl 
be made. 

The ladies on boar<{ the surviving vessel hud 
reason to congratulate themselves (ui tlui'r Ibrtuin*: 
for they were embarked on a v<yage which, for 
concentrated misery, has no parallel evtm among the 
narratives of famous sliipwrecks so tiear to the 
taste of our forefathers. Hoon after leaving th<^ 
shore, Major Vibart had taken a large party off a 
sinking boat ; so tliat more than fivt^-score pei*sons 
were crowded into a space whieli could barely ac- 
commodate fifty. It was difficult to propel the 
craft, and impossible to guile ht*r. A s}k 4. fnun 
the southern bank sent her spinning round in the 
current, with a broken nulder; and the native boat- 
men had taken good care to leave behind neither 
oar nor punt-pole. Alternately stranding and drift- 
ing; paddling with jilanks torn from the biihvarks, 
and trying to steer with a spare stretcher ; our coun- 
trymen tended down towards Allahabad at the ratiO 
of half a mile an hour, under a shower of eiiinsk'r 
and shells from either bank. “ We w(*re often/' says 
Thomson, “within a liundred vards of tlie guns mi 
“the Oude side of the river, and saw them load, 
“prime, and fire into our midst.'' Presently the 
bullocks which drew the sepoy artillery broke down 
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in the deep sand of the Ganges ; but iiicessiiut 
volleys of musketry, at point-blank range, alloweil 
our countrymen little leisure to rejoice over the 
intermission of the cannonade. 

That day was the last to many brave men. Ashe 
and Bolton leaped out to help haul the boat off a 
sunken bank : and a few minutes later slu‘ proceefltn! 
on her way without those two young Sahibs whom a 
thousand bullets had spared to perish here. Moore, 
regardless of an ill-set collar-bone, was pushing with 
might and main, when a muvsket-ball pierced his 
p'allant heart. One and the same round shot at 

o 

length killed Buimej', and at length Glauville ; an<l 
so maltreated a third officer that it wouhl have been 
well had he died likewise. The wounded and the 
slain lay entangled together amidst the broken door- 
ing. It was a matter of extreme difficulty to extri- 
cate the corpses from the bottom of the vessel : but 
the desire of decreasing her draft, and the intense 
heat of what proved to be the last day. of that year's ^ 
dry weather, obliged the crew to cast overboard tlu^ 
dear but useless cargo. 

About five o’clock that evening the boat settled 
down deep in the sand. Our countiyinen waited 
patiently till the sunset allowed them to disembark : 
the women under the screen of darkness. Having | 
thus lightened their unwieldy ark they set to with a • 

will, and succeeded eventuallj^ in getting her adrift. j 

The rebels did what they could to iinpede the opera- 
tion. They launched a flro-ship down the cun'Oiii, | 

which came within a few feet of its mark; and, f 

when this contrivance had miscarried, tiiey shot off j 
a flight of arrows tipped with lighted cliarcoal* 1 
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Though BO vory skilful archoi’s, tho} 
help hitting the thatched roof which loturied tlinnigh 
the dusk like* the top oi a. great- harsi : so tliiit our 
people thought it better to cut away and t'tnnhif* into 
the flood the entire franunvork of straw and hiiiubio. 
No one slept that inght, and no tan* att^ : for Ibiwl 
there was none on board. They had abtnidanre i»i 
water: for Ganges flowed l>en<\ath ; and from over* 
head descended a light an<l refri‘shing shower, the 
unfailing precursor of the annual dtdugt\ 

When the day broke, thost* td’ our officers who 
had learned the bearings of tht* locxility tiuring iiiiiny 
a hot tramp after snipe an<l wiltl-flovl saw with 
chagrin that they had hardly gaiiUHl Um miles in 
twice as many hours. And yet that dawn brought 
one last glimmer of hope. The wet weather had 
arrived : the river would soon b(* mounting fast. : 
and nothing was to be seen of the enemy. Pre- 
sently some natives walke<l ilown the bunk for their 
morning wash^; and Vibart sent on shore a native 
drummer, with five rupees in his hand, and direc- 
tions to obtain information, and, if pisssible, some 
provisions. He accosted a peasant, who desisted 
from the occupation of cleaning his mouth with a 
bit of stick chewed into a tooth-brush, and listeiuni 
veiy civilly to what our envoy had to say. This 
man undertook to ju'ocure sonu* rice ami flour, \ml 
assured the drummer that our people wt>uld fuivo 
no further need of victuals, as Buhm Ram Bu\% n 
powerful noble whoso estates lay a little furtluir 
down on the Oude side, had engageil that nut an 
Englishman should pass his territory aliv'e. He, 
however, showed no objection to take our money. 
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and went inland, leaving behind his brass drinking- 
vessel to guarantee his fidelity : a ple<lge whicdi 
he never came back to redeem* On hearing the 
report of their messenger the fugitives agrec‘d to 
despair. After the manner of becalmed and starv- 
ing mariners, Whiting pencilled some lines on a 
scrap of paper, which he inclosed in a bottle, and 
committed to the stream : the faithless stream, that, 
has never rendered up the sad deposit. 

At two in the afternoon the barge struck oft* 
a village called Nuzzufgur, which was within t!ii‘ 
boundary of Earn Bux. Straightway the shore was 
covered with a multitude of feudal militia, inter- 
mingled with sepoys and mounted troopers* A gun 
was brought forward, and unlimbered ; but, while 
the artillerymen were taking their aim, there eaiin^ 
down from heaven that unbroken sheet of water 
for which men had been looking during the past 
fortnight. The rains had begun in earnest. Tlie 
piece could only be discharged once ; but tlie stonu 
did not protect our people from a Tceen fusillade, 
Whiting fell dead ; and Harrison's trusty revolver 
here availed him nothing ; and dark Blenman, sorely 
hurt, implored a comrade to jnit an end to his 
wayward existence. Vibart was shot through the 
arm, and his subordinates, Quin and Seppings; 
while Mrs. Seppings and Captain Turner of the 
First Infantry were badly wounded in the leg. After 
five hours of this hitter work there hove in sight 
a boat manned by fifty or sixty mutineers, aiinoil 
to the teeth, who had been deputed by the Nana 
to follow and destroy the relics of our force. This 
vessel, likewise, ran on a sand-hank ; not altogether 



against the inclination of the crow, who .li.i noi 
relish the notion of forming tlioinsoivos into a lionnl- 
ing-party. They like.1 the hloa sui! l,.ss when 
score of Englislimen came < lashing at thoin through 
e s la ows. Tlio hali-ilozon ahh*sf. swinnnors iilono 
escaped to tell their master that, after ail tiwv had 
gone through, these extraordinary .Sahibs were t?),. 
same as ever. 

Amidst pelting rain and li-eshening winrl the 
second night closed in. 


, , , haint and inmgrv they 

sank asleep, those men who would only yield to 
deatL At midnight some of their number awoke 

It was blowing a hurricane; the stivaru hail risen* 
and there were found those who hopi>d. But day ' 
hght told another story, fcr it ..voLd th" S; 
had turned aside out of the navigable channel into 
back water, from which egi*ess ivas none. And then 
their yesse grounded, and the musketry reeom 
nenced. Vite, who was already dying with ah! 
through either arm, desire, I Thomson and itlafi^:ll 

Officers selected a sergeant and eleven rank and fih. 
of various regiments ; and the n*.rH u , 

fortunate fliof *+• • * fortli 

loitunate in that it was appointed for some to troJ 

once more on J!ngli„h eoil, , ti" 

to die ssword in hand. They Jnd nr t I 
many minutes when a hosf nf ** <!<*part<fl 

down unon tl.. 7 1 , ^ in*‘'«rgents pour, si 

zid ^tral,;k’::;" h::;;! 

a«.r . ehort h.:, .n:S; J7.nt7:, Zr! 
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back to Cawnpore by a Htrong b(Hh* of liorse twul 
foot. 

Thomson and Delafosse had enough on their 
hands already, and could do little or nothing towards 
a rescue. On gaining the shore they drove tin* 
foe in style over a coiisidei'able space* ; but were* 
imperceptibly suiTOunded in flank and rear by fresh 
swarms of rebels. Then they hiced alnait, and imt 
their way back to the place whence* they .started, 
bleeding, but undiminished in number. They reiMig- 
nized the si>ot, but the boat was gone, and so tin* 
little troop, reduced henceforward to travi*l afoot^, 
followed the course of the stream ; part!}' on tlie 
slender chance of catcliing ii]) tlieir lost e<un]>anit»i)ts ; 
partly from an instinctive feeling which drew them 
in the direction of Allahabad, as tke wounded 
rabbit makes for its btirrow, or the wingi*d partridge 
scunies to the nearest hedge. With an iiiterviil 
of twenty paces between man and man, to lessen 
the hazard of the hostile musketry, they I’etreatotl 
step by step, loading and firing as best they might 
upon the horde of pursuers, who pressed nearer 
and ever nearer. Shoeless on rugged ground, bare- 
headed beneath the burning sun, they fought over 
three weary miles of alternate rock and sand, until 
all but one got safe into a little temple, or Sammy- 
house,” as it is called in the jargon spoken by 
the British private in India ; a jargoin winch he 
himself denominates ''Moors.” This rustic shrine, 
situated about a hundred yards iixun the river- 
brink, was just large enough to contain the thirtc*en 
as they stood erect. The mob of natives charged 
helter-skelter at the doorway, which was raised three 
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feet above the siirroniiding earth ; bin liiere wa.H n., 
room for any of them ami they j»n*!»ei<l!\ 

retired to a distance, except the eipdit or ten who 
liad inauagod to sipiecze themselves to tlie front. 
Among those who learned by exjjerieiKH* tlutt tlu* 
rust of th(' rainy sotison liad not yet hhmfed the 
British bayonets was a brother of lialKs) Ram Bnx, 
the inhosintable chieftain who knew no reverence 
for supjiliauts who laid sought sanctuary in the 
precincts of Ids local gods, and wlm now stmt an 
express to the. Nana to the eftect thiit tin- Naaireues 
were still invincible. 


\ Our countrymen after tins enjoyed a sjiort respite, 

i during which they shared a pint or two <d putrid 
* _ water which Irad collectetl at tlie bottom oj’ a hole 

ill the stone altar. Unfortunately the piety of the 
i' neighbourhood hail of late failed 'to cont.rib'ute any 
i oblations ot fndt or cakes, wliiidi woidd ciutainlv 
I not have been respected by th«* liimished t .'liristians. 

f But the insurgents soon returned to tin* attack ; 

made an unsuccessful attempt to dig uj) the founda- 
tions; and finally, with the view of smoking the 
^ besieged out of their citadel, constnicteti and st*t 
alight a large pile of faggots, Tt was not till the 
enemy showed signs of an intention to mend the 
fire with some bags of gunpowder that the garrison 
began to be seriously alarmed. Thou they ntslu-d 
■ ■ out, scattering the embers with their bare feet, 
'-If ; iiarapet wliich inclo.sed the plot of 

W'' ■ ground. Six, who couhl not swim, ran 

:M;j |ml into the middle of the crowil, canydng their 

market. Seven remjhetl 
; the bank, and flung in their firelocks, and then 





202 


CAWN'POEE 


CilAF. 


themselves. The lecad in their pouches dm^gecl 
them so far down that tlie first flight of hulli‘ts 
splashed harmless on the troubled surface. By the 
time the sepoys had reloaded their piec(*s» a secure 
of rapid strokes had rendered our countrymen b}' no 
means easy targets for an excited Hindoo marksman. 
Two were shot through the liead. Another, over- 
come with exhaustion, turned over on his back, and 
yielded to the stream, which impelled him towards 
a shoal where his murderers were awaiting him with 
uplifted bludgeons. The others resisted the blandish- 
ments of the wily foe, who endeavoured to coax 
them within push of lance by ofters of food and 
life, and, ducking like coots at the flasli uf musketry, 
swam, and floated, and swam again ; whih^ Ganges, 
as if resenting the desecration of its holy waves by 
such an Iliad of bloodshed, bare bravcdy uj) t!m 
chin of these fugitives who had confided themselves 
to his protection. One by one the hunters desisted 
from the chase. A trooper on horseback kept tbe 
game in view for some miles ; but in the end he too 
fell behind, and was no more seen. 

The four Englishmen were sitting up to their 
necks in water, two good leagues below the point 
where they first plunged, when the sound of ap- 
proaching voices again sent them diving after the 
manner of otters surprised by the throng of hounds 
and spearmen. As they rose to the upper air, they 
were greeted with a shout of Sahib! Sahib! 
^'Why keep away? We are friends” The new- 
comers, however, were so formidable in aspect and 
equipment that Thomson refused to come to land 
until, after a short parley, they vohinteerefl to throw 
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their weapons into tlie river as a proof uf 
sincerity. Their assnranees of amity atlonio^l mih* 
coimtiymen a passable exi^se for in, witiioiit 

inspiiing any great anionnt of c*onhden<a\ At iIp* 
very worst, a blow on the hea<I ora thnist in fho 
chest killed more expedithaisly than drowning or 
inanition. It wm better to die and have tlone wiiJi 
it, than to endure all the torment of death witlnait 
the I'epose, as of late ha<l seemeil to he their appor- 
tioned lot. And so they tunieil, and >Wftni in* 
and were helped ashore naked ami exhausted. 
They had between them a daimel shirt, a strip 4#!' 
linen cloth, and five severe wemnds, Exjw^sure to 
the heat had puffed the skin of their shmildem with 
huge blisters, as if their clothes hal been burned off 
their backs by fire. But they found a trustv and 
generous liost in the person of Dirigbijah Bing, a 
loyal gentleman of Oude; the lamllord of that 
district, and the chieftain to whom thtdr <*apioi's 
owed feudal allegiance. Good-natured as t!u*v 
proved to be, these fellows couhi not rc\sist the 
temptation of plundeiing the Englishmen who had 
been so unaccountably delivered into their hands* 
They abstracted a cap-ponchful of rupees wliieh 
poor Murphy had tied under his right knee, 
the nominal price, it may be, of some btiekeis dniwn 
at a risk which could not be valued in nimiey. 
After lying for a while wrapped in blankets, the 
refugees recovered strength sufficient to allow of 
th.eir being supported to the nearest villagx^ over a 
distance whicli apjoeared to them meu’e miles than 
it was furlongs in reality. They were taken to the 
hut of the headman, who received them kindly, and 
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fJSle »dtily <ta».g . ..-tt' »““*■ “'' 

seventy hours had not E„glish- 

Atter a '»“8 ^ “^rt «herc Pmgbii«l> «"« 
men set out foi t ■ solitarv slurt, an«l 

resided; Thomson clad Murphy and 

Delafosse ha a ?' too much from recent 

Gunner Sullivan were su«eu ^ 

wounds to erne a ou Pad ^e» 

resigned to them «- 1 I hestrode a 

despatched lor *'>''" valiant knighta 

peay. like a As they paas..! 

belonging to a pun imlk 

through the villages, that the Sahibs 

and sweetmeats, am _ • acceptability of 

W changed then »P'7“ “ ‘“j “‘^l daiitica which 

collectors mid ^°““; i ahaiidful of pistachio 

over to their servautb, o ^ ^ 

to improve ^ rode up to the 

Darkness set m oie •r,,;«P an old man ot 

fort of Moont. MUow. The “ “ .i, 

' venerable prea^ce, ^,ard his tenants. 

“fr iteT' fo “nS'h »n.e hnn- 

rthraSni^^;^--- 
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native wine. Tired of everjtiiing niive eating. liit*y 
supped rigiit well, and then, Ht.rift4died oil Iioim'- 
litter and covered with a hit. of car|H.*t, the waiitiereiN 
rested at last. Soundly thiiy sluial>«,*ri»d that, iiiglit; 
and soimdlj^ too, slumbered their six roiariides^ 
on whom the moon looked down through ht‘r watery 
veil as they lay around the little temple amidst, tin* 
trampled brashwood, on their brow rlie frown of 
battle, and in their breast the womal that doth 
not shame. 

Here the four Englishmen remained for iJirec* 
weeks unmolested and tolerably happy. Tlny^ haci 
spent at least one equal period of time in far 
comfortable quartern. They w'ore coats ami trtuiseii^ 
cut by a native tailor. Their hurts \vere |ioiiIticed 
by a native doctor. They sat down thrice a day with 
British appetites to a meal of native food; and, 
whenever there was nothing else to bt^ done, thev 
slept. Heedless of the flies, which dusiered iilxuit 
their bandaged limbs; careless of the future, and 
willingly oblivious of the i>ast,— they dreanieti, and 
woke, and yawned, and shifted their stmw, and 
settled themselves down for another fit of clrowsiiiess. 
i Azimoolah might have his eye upon them : the* Nimit 
might have spoken the word of doom ; up to Delhi 
and down to Patna every pass might be blwl®wied 
by a rebel post ; but for the present they could (hTd\ 
morning, noon, and eve. Their principal divm^ion 
consisted in viewing the perfonnance by the Kajah 
and his priests of some (}uaint and pretty domestic 
rites.' The master of the house paid them a daily 
and veiy pleasant visit ; and his good lady sent con- 
stantly to ask after the welfare of the strangers, 
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whose_ fearleas deportnieut uuder tlieir abjuct and 
precarious circumstances she liad noted with 
womanly interest, as she gazed, hemelf invisible, 
from behind the fretted stone- work which fenced 
Jaer verandah. 

Thomson and his companions were Ibrbiddeii by 
their host to set foot outside tlie circuit of the walls”, 
as the vicinity was infested with rebels, who .-drea<h- 
regarded the country as their own, and appeared to 
imagine themselves welcome anywhere. There, were 
generally some of them inside” the fort, vapouring 
about sword on thigh and matchlock in hand, mid 
pestering the domestics to get them a sight of the 
Sahibs The soldiers of the Gawnpure brigade weiv 
i^ulged m frequent interviews with their former 
ofecers, a ways m the presence of a detimhment from 
the Eajah s body-guard. These mutineers were full 

A a®? *he religion, 

troopei had been despatched to Mo.scow on a 

camel, and was to return with a host of Russian 
lussnlmans. Such Englishmen as had not yet been 
knocked on the head were to be secured and shW 

embtk feE?’ ^ft^rwai-ds the Nana woSd 
a fresh tram of ideas, and they would descant upon 

tai &Trbe“for 
durS’ -ghHircm 

inasmuch as the ancient oracles, Thic^cXlTioTHe,’ ; 
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Iiad allotted to that einpiiv u duration of a iiiiiiilrod 
years, and no more. This predictiiui immv irm\ but 
not in the sense anticipatetl by tin* headers ot“ 
insiiiTection. The honour of justifying this projihory 
was reserved for Sir Charles WcmmI and L«ml Ktaiiio^ : 
not for Azimoolah and the Malmraja of Biihoor. Ilitti 
potentate repeatedly summoned Dirighijuli Sing lo 
deliver up the refugees to his regal arl)it reUH‘iit : bill 
the' stout old fellow answereil that he lud»l of 
Majesty the King of Oudt% and knew uoihiiig of 
Seereek Dhoondoo Puntli and his pretensions to 
royalty. Havelock and Neill sotm pruvidinl the 
Nana with more pressing business than the pursuit 
of his vengeance, or the assertion of his supreinaiy. 

The Rajah came to the conelusicui that- a change 
of domicile was essential to the security of our conn* 
tryinen, about the time that they were grinving sat oil 
,^1 of laughing at sepoy bluster, and watching the Brale 
_ mins of the household ring bells and sprinklo Ho\HU'*«i 
^Jwith holy water. They accordingly retinal to the 
^seclusion of a hamlet bordeiing on the rivtn; wlmre 
L^iey amused themselves as best they could with a 
bearing the inscription, o3rd Regiineiit 
Infantry Book Club;*^ which had Ih-cii pickcMl 
J^-out of the stream by one among their atteiiil- 
^«ants, as it floated by amidst a quantity of tom 
p^papers and smashed furniture : so many indi«*atimiH 
y^of the minute and searching character of tlm miseliief 
^ that was being wrought abovt^ After the lapm* of 
: ^ a week, the Rajah sent them across to a landiiolder 
acquaintance, wliu lived on the south bank. 
I^jland who undertook to hand them on to the nearest 
:^|European encampment. They took leave of their 
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chivalrous ^ 

gratitude off hm-ards Allahubt<i 

their new patiou pack ^ ^^.jtl.out spnugs, 

hy a cross-road, m a ,.^,^,5„ers. After 

preceded by ° {pe driver stopped iuul 

bumpmg along for a •, ...i tones, that, there, 

iufomed them, m low imd . 

^,ere J ^,,,;.,vorn fugitives, solicitous 

so they alighted, tho. i 

to learn whether thej s stealthily 

swim, and lurk, aiic s aiio , ‘ turning the corner, 
a.ng the edge <>f .-l.i.o «»r 

found themselves within a teav } 

freckled face of an Enghs i 

Five yearn another corps. 

r‘' Jtrt £ at nu.» that 

Presently it be^^ ^ 

there was a man m the (■•n^^ml)ore. The 

the matter to the Comaan jjemorial Gar-', 

of the cold JenUittle IrislnU, 

helmet and^ bn® jack^l_^ account 

™Aat to* pUeo ohder hia immodiaO 

and insisting much on the fact .‘Moors.” 

Hindostanee possessed by the sepoy 
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retains a lively impression of the eagerness wnl, 
which the English privates whom they oncounteivsl 
on the Allahabad highway contribntal their all-ov- 
ances of liquor to treat the men who lisnl not, 
tasted beer for eight summer weeks. He pdiit- 
out the stone beneath which reposes poor Sullivan, 
who died of fatigue and debility, taking tin; fonn of 
cholera, within a fortnight of his restoration to 
safety. Delafosse lived once more to play the man. 

'^ting under Chamberlain, in the pas.ses of ilie 
fey'qboKoosh: and Thomson to comjR).se the stttry of 
wh^ 'e had seen and undergone, so told that it may 
^ he reafc^by a Christian witlmut horror, and by an 

1 educated person'mthout disgust. He was of opinion 
that a soldier who had performe<l his duty should 
not stoop to the vocabulaiy of a hangman. Thi.s 
man, scai'red from head to heel with sepoy bullets, — 
who had canled his life in his hand for months to- 
^^ether, — who had lost friends, posse.s.sious, and health 
in the frightful meUe , — could still write like a modest 
d tolerant gentleman : while officei-s, to whom the 
ybellion had brought nothing except promotion and 
‘portnnity for distinction, were declaiming and 
irinting about battues, and fine bags, and tucking 
niggers, and polishing oft‘ twenty biace of 
dies. 

At five in the evening on the twenty-eighth of 
June, the Nana held a state review in honour oi’ his 
victory of the preceding day. His force looked 
well on paper, and made a very respectable .show' 

, in the field. There turned out six entire regiments 
iof foot, and two of horse; besides strong detach- 
^^ents from battalion,? which had been disbanded 
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at a distance from Cawnpore. The ranks of the 
artillery were perceptibly thinned by three weeks 
of desperate fighting. To them was especially due 
the success of the cause : and they now boro tlie 
brunt of the rejoicing. Few but zealous, they worked 
their pieces with a will, and fired away their ammu- 
nition as if henceforward there was no occasion for 
keeping any against the day of battle ; jus if the 
clubs of villagers and the daggers of banditti might 
safely be trusted to gather up the leavings of the 
sepoys. Bala Rao was welcomed on to the gi’ound 
with seventeen discharges. The Maharaja himself 
at length enjoyed the compliment of the royal 
reception which had been so ardently coveted and so 
strenuously denied. He was greeted on his appear- 
ance by the full sum of twenty-one explosions, each 
bought with a day of carnage. His ears tingling' 
at the unaccustomed sensation, he congratulated 
the mutineers on their common triumph, and pro- 
mised to distribute a hundred thousand rupees as 
an instalment of the debt which he owed to the 
army : an announcement that produced a repetition 
of the salute. Then he took his departure : but 
the enthusiasm which he left behind could evaporate 
only in a wholesale expenditure of Government 
powder. The nephew of the Nana, and his brother 
Baba Bhut, were each honoured with seventeen 
reports. Bala, who was deservedly a favourite with 
that gang of disciplined assassins, came in for a 
second bout of eleven guns : while Jwala Pershad 
and Tantia Topee got the same number apiece. 
This closed the proceedings : during which Tantia, 
whose mind had decidedly a practical cast, was better 
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employed than in listening to an idle ciitmriiiaili*. 
He was closeted with a man of business 
Dabeedeen, liquidating arnmnis with the 
of the flotilla which ha<l been sunk or liiiraeih 
Between four and live thousand rupees wt*ro paid 
over as compensation for the boats ; and fifty {Kniiitk 
were put aside to rennmerate the bargemen for their 
share in the operations. It was afterwanls asserted 
that Dabeedeen took undue prectaufeions to avia'd 
cheating himself in the transaction. 

On the morrow, some bovs loitiu'ing alxait on the 
Oude side of the river came upon an English ofticer 
skulking in a ravine. He was of tail stat.tire, and 
about forty years old, with a bit of sacking twisted 
fround his waist, but otherwise naked. Tlie children 
/imparted their discovery to the iieasants of m 
] adjoining hamlet, who took the fugitive to their 
/headman. The unhappy gentleman did not speak 
^ any native language, and could only point towards 
^he east mth an imploring gesture, and pronounce 
: the word Lucknow.’^ They gave him sugar, which 
W ate up greedily with both hands, and so affonial 
a bystander an opportunity for observing that hcj 
- bore the mark of a ring fresh on his finger. Toueheil 
by the contrast of his fallen state, these goo<! |)eopIe 
showed a disposition to do what they could for his 
preservation : but just then some landowners of the 
neighbourhood arrived at the head of a numerous 
array, and prevailed over these benevolent intentions 
by threats of present violence and future punish- 
ment. A short while aftei'wards, an ex-elerk of ttie 
commissariat department mot fifty or sixty fellows 
with drawn sabres and lighteil matches, bringing 
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along a Sahib boiind/^ They halted under a grove 
which stood near the chapel of ease, and sent one 
of their party to fetch the Nana. In his stead came 
Baba Bhut, and, in the name of his brother, bade 
them kill their prisoner. To this they answere^l : 
“ Put weapons into his hand, and let him strike us, 

and then we will strike in return : but we will not 
''slay him thus.*' Some troopers of the Second 
Cavalry, who happened to be in attendance, bad a 
less nice theory of honour. Three-quartern of an 
hour subsequently, while the clerk was performing 
his ablutions, the corpse was thrown into the 
Ganges, gashed all over with sword-cuts. 

All the night of the twenty-ninth our people who 
had been captured at Nuzzufgur by Baboo Earn 
Bux were slowly remounting the stream. As it 
gi’ew light they began to recognize objects and places 
which they had trusted never again to behold : and, 
two hours before noon, the doomed boat-load lay-to 
at the Janding-place whence they had set forth, to 
return thus after three such days as had not repaid 
them for the trouble of making their escape. What 
ensued an Englishman would willingly tell in phrases 
not his own. The following account was taken from 
the lips of a native spy, and is supported by a mass 
of evidence. The mention of General Wheeler is, 
of course, inaccurate. 

" There were brought back,” says the man, " sixty 
" Sahibs, twenty-five Mem Sahibs, and four children. 

" The Nana ordered the Sahibs to be separated from 
"the Mem Sahibs, and shot by the First Bengal 
" Native Infantry. But they said, ' We will not shoot 
" ' Wheeler Sahib, who has made our regiment's name 
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“'great, and wlioso sou is our own Quaitenuufter. 
“'Neither will we kill the Bahib jK'itple. Pul tlicni 
'"in prison.’ Then said the Nadiroe ref^iinent ; 
'"What word is this? Put them in prison ! We 
'"will kill the males.’ So the Sahibs were seated 
“ on the ground ; and two companies of the Nailiree 
“regiment stood with their muskets, reiuiy to fire. 
“Then said one of the Mem Sahibs, the chx'torV 
“wife: (What doctor ? How should I kmtw f) ‘I 
'"will not leave my hasband. If he must die, I 
'"yriU die with him.’ So she ran, and .«at down 
“behind her husband, clasping him round the waist. 
“Directly she said this, the other Mem Sahilis said : 

“ ' We also will die with our hu-sbands.’ And they 
“all sat down, each by her husband. Then their 
“husbands said: 'Go back;’ but they would not. 
“Whereupon the Nana ordered his 'soldiers ; and 
“they, going in, pulled them away forcibly. But 
“they could not pull away the doctor's wife, whet 
“there remained. Then the Padre calletl out to 




“the Nana, and requested leave to read pravers 
“before they died.” (This Padre was Captain .dip- 
pings, with his broken ami. The doctor’.s wife, gowl 
soul, is known to have been Mrs. Boyes.) “ The 
“Nana granted it, and the Padre’s hands were 
loosened so far as to enable him to take a .small 
“book from his pocket, with which he real. But 
" all this time one of the Sahibs, who was shot in the 
“ awn, kept crying out to the sejKiys : ' If y.uj mean 
'“to kill us, why don’t you set about it quickly imd 
have the work done?’ After the Padre had read 
'^a few prayers, he shut the book, and the Saiiibs 
"shook hands all round. Then the sej)oy.s fired. 
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'' One Sahib rolled one way, one anotlier, as they 
sat. But they were not dead : only wounded. 

“ So they went in, and finished them off with 
“ swords/^ 

Here is a thing which was actually done on the f 
last Tuesday of June, eight years back from the | 
present date. Three months before, these people | 
were passing an existence no more eventful, and S 
apparently no less secure, than the career of a ^ 
county-court judge, or a military man quartered at ^ 
Sheffield or Colchester. They laid their plans. for | 
the Meerut race-meeting and the biennial trip to a [ 
Himalayan station with a confidence equal to that ^ 
with which a home-staying public servant §Wtft|p|| 
the cup-day at Ascot, and the Alpine pass which i 
he is going to discover in September. In April i 
Cawnpore society was lamenting the departure of j 
one period of cold weather, and looking forward ^ 
to the arrival of another; but, ere the rains had j 
well set in, it had come to this, that the last batch | 
of English officers were lying stiff and stark on the ^ 
parade-ground, in front of the building where their ! 
widows and orphans were enduring a brief imprison- j 
ment for life. . * | 

The number of captives had yet to receive a final 
addition* At the station at Futtehgur, which was ; 
situated about seventy miles up the river from , 
Cawnpore, some hundred and eighty English people ^ 
of every age and profession were alive when the 
month of June commenced. The cantonments were * 
occupied by the Tenth Native Infantry, under the ; 
command of Colonel Smith, a man distinguished by [ 
courage so closely allied with rashness, and firmness J 
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so nearly akin to obstinacy, that the European 
residents could not have tarod woi-se had th^- been 
under the charge of a waveror or a coward. He was 
a zealous adherent of that sect among the Benga 
officers which worehipped the sepoy. A wdlmg 
martvr to the creed that he professed, his devotion 
would have excused his fanaticism, had he been the 
only victim: but no personal calamity can atone for 
uedantry which staked and lost nine score Enghs i 
souls on the truth of the axiom that a mutineer wa.s 
still docile and affectionate until he could be proved 

a murderer. . . 

During the latter half of May successive tidings ot 

massacre, insun-ectiou, and, finallj', of an approach- 
ing rebel force, excited the fears of our countiymen, 
and the impious hopes of the soldiery : as turbulent 
a set of scamps as any in Northern India. At length 
Mr Probyn, the magistrate of that district, whoso 
acute discernment, if left to itself, would have saved 
a large asset of life from the wi-eck of our fortunes, 
took measures for evacuating Futtehgnr before the 
extreme crisis. He put himself into communication 
with Hurdeo Bux, a loyal noble whose estates lay 
on the left bank, and obtained an escort of fifty 
picked men and the offer of an asylum. At mid- 
night, between the third and fourth of June, more 
tlian a hundred of the English inhabitants started 
down the river in a fleet of twelve or thirteen boats, 
laden with baggage, merchandise, furniture, and an 
ample store of provisions. Colonel Smith was not a 
little disgusted that so many people should combine 
to put a slight upon his pet battalion ; but consoled 
himself with the reflection that time and the issue 
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would judge between the sepoys and their defauiets. 
The fugitives comprised the merchants of the place, 
and the planters of the vicinity ; the civilians, mis- 
sionaries, clerks, craftsmen, and pensioner ; together 
with at least forty women, several nurseries of 
children, and a multitude of native domestics. They 
anchored for refreshment after accomplishing a stage 
of four leagues, and, before breakfast was finished, 
were joined by certain oifiicers of the Tenth, wiio 
announced that the regiment had mutinied on parade, 
and that all was over at Futtehgur. The expedition 
proceeded on its way, under a desultory fire of mus- 
ketry from the country people, who wer< 
most part hostile to our cause. Next 
arrived the bailiff of Hurdeo Bux, who 
Probyn an invitation from his master to take refuge 
in his foii; of Dhurrumpore. It was resolved to 
split the party. The magistrate, with foidiy others, 
accepted the proffered hospitality: while three of 
the most roomy vessels, containing nineteen men, 
twenty-three women, and twenty-six children, pushed 
forwards in the direction of Cawnpore. 

And they reached their destination. On the 
evening of the ninth of June the little squadron 
was brought-to on a sand-bank a few furlongs above 
Nawabgunge, the north-west suburb of Cawnpore. 
Here they abode forty-eight liours, listening to the 
ceaseless cannonade which pealed along the stream 
from the south. Then they sent a messenger bearing 
a request for pennission to pass on their way : the 
answer to which was brought by a horde of muti- 
neers, who had no sooner appeared in view than the 
boatmen set the thatch alight, and fell with^ blud- 
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geons and sabres upon tbo passengers, who were 
taking their afternoon tea, and who now threw them- 
selves over the bulwarks, and sought concealment in 
a patch of high grass. But their cover was fired bj 
the rebel guns ; two ladies and a child were scorched 
or suffocated to death ; and the rest of the company 
fell into the hands of the troopem of the Second 
Cavalry, to those €S2)rit dc corps this one-sided 
work was more suited than the dubious contest 
which was raging around our intrenchmeut. The 
captives were made fast to a long rope, and marched 
as far as ladies with bare and bleeding feet could 
carry the babies and drag along tlie children : for 
by this time all their servants had fled, witli the 
exception of two ayahs and a few menials of the 
very lowest order. Here, as elsewhere, fortitude 
and fidelity were in inveme proj^ortion to dignity of 
caste. Our people spent the night suppeiiess, on 
the spot where they had lialted; and at daybreak, 
after breakfasting on a mouthful of water apiece, 
were distributed among sixteen bullock carts, and 
conveyed into the presence of the Nana: to 'whom 
they pointed out the folly of which he woxild be 
guilty if he indulged himself in wanton and indis- 
criminate murder. It Wexs no easy task, they bade 
him reflect, to empty Eiiroi^e of Europeans. He is 
said to have been inclined to mercy : but Bala Eao, 
who, if there was a choice between tlie brothem, 
seems to have been tlie blackest villain of the three, 
made such an outcry that the Nana stifled his 
nascent humanity in order to prevent the scandal 
of a family quarrel. The ladies and the little ones 
received orders to seat themselves on the ground ; 
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and the gentlemen^ wiili their haiulH tied behind 
them, were drawn tip as a rear nink. The Second 
Cavalry liad soon another vict^>ry to inscribe upon 
their standards, I witnessed all this with my own 
eyes ” says a Hindoo nni'se, who, while they were 
both above the soil, would not lose sight of her dear 
young charge : “ for I was sitting about thirty paces 
on one side. Two pits were dug, and all the bodies 
“ thrown in. The Nana was not present. May God 
*'take vengeance on him, and on these wicked 
men/’ 

Nanukcliund notes in his diary that “reports of 
“ guns were heard from the direction of Nawabgnnge. 
“ A little after twelve A.M. two dead 
“ peans were seen floating down the Gangesf and 
“ sepoys were seen in a boat coming down behind 
“ these 'corpses and firing off their muskets as they 
“ came.” Next day he found occasion to seek a 
retreat in a village which lay at some distance up 
the river. “ I perceived,” he writes, “ bodies of 
“ ladies and gentlemen lying along the banks of the 
“ Ganges. I cannot describe the grief I felt at this 
“ sight. The corpses could not float do^vn from the 
'^shallowness of the river. I saw three boats and a 
“ barge which had been burnt by the rebels. I ques- 
“ tioned the people of the place, and learned that 
“ wine and other articles of mercliandise were in tlu‘ 
“ boats, but the boatmen had plundered the liquors, 
“ and, when drunk, cut down the gentlemen.” 

Soon after, “a body of troopers from the Nana 
“ came to seize me, and surrounded the house where 
“ I was, but I was saved from the hands of these 
“ ruffians, and kept in concealment in a garden. At 



IV 


THE TREACHEiiy 



2lf> 


'' nightfall the gardener nent four men with me, and 
thus I managed to reach the shore. It was not, 
however, my fate to find a boat, and I resolved 
'' drown myself in the river, as I thought it better to 
'' die than to fall into the hands of so cruel a foe. 
“ After midnight I left the garden. The first ford I 
'' came to had water up to the waist only, and it was 
‘'moonlight: so I waded across, and reached the 
"next channel. There I saw the corpses of the 
"^Europeans whom the boatmen had slain when 
" drank : I cannot tell the exact number of bodies, 
"but they extended here and there about a mile. 
" I saw three dead young ladies. They all were 
" dressed, but the low caste people had commenced 
" to take off their clothes ; and some had been tom 
" by animals. Portions of property, books, and 
"papers, belonging to the plundered boats, wei’C 
"also strewn about tlxe shores. These drunken 
" boatmen were aimed, vsome with clubs, some with 
" weapons ; and they were running about the woods 
" like wild men. I cannot describe the terror which 
" seized me at that moment. How I sighed for the 
" British rule I I was ti'embling with fear, and knew 
" not where I was going. On reaching the opposite 
" hank I was senseless for four hours.” 

Meanwhile at Futtehgur was being played an 
unique tragi-comedy. On the fourth of June, 
during morning parade, twenty thousand pounds’ 
worth of Government silver was in course of removal 
from the treasury to the fort. This mark of dis- 
trust, coming close upon the departure of the 
flotilla, proved too much for the sensibility of these 
military Brahmins ; a number of whom stepped out 
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from the ranks, surrounded the carts, and insisted 
that the money should bo taken to their own 
quarters. Colonel Smith and the Adjutant came 
forward and expostulated with the insurgents ; but 
they were pushed up against the wall, and kept 
within a semi-circle of levelled bayonets until the 
cash was safely deposited in the middle of the 
sepoy lines. These proceedings caused a slight 
unpleasantness, which did not wholly disappear until 
the troops had been gratified with an advance of 
two months’ pay, a promise of six months’ extra 
allowances, and an assurance that the treasure 
should henceforward be kept on the parade-ground 
under their exclusive custody: inasmuch as the 
Company’s property could be nowhere so secure 
as in the guardianship of the Company’s soldiers. 
That evening Smith harangued as many of the 
battalion as chose to attend; told them that their 
conduct had been disgraceful, but threw the blame 
on the shoulders of the recruits ; and entreated them 
to believe that he could forgive and forget. He 
then pronounced the regiment faithful and staunch. 
And so the first little difficulty between the Colonel 
and his men had been patched up, and both parties 
were^ living together on terms of contemptuous 
acquiescence on the one side, and doting credulity 
on the other. 

Such was the state of things which Probyn found 
when, after an interval of four days, he rode into 
the cantonment accompanied by a lieutenant and 
ensign of the Tenth. Immediately upon their 
amval the Colonel informed the magistrate that 
his services were no longer required, as the district 
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was entirely under martial law, and put the two 
subalterns in arrest for having deserted their posts. 
The poor lads represented that they had been driven 
from Futtehgur by tln^ fire of tlieir own compani(\s : 
but this man, whom sepoy steel pointed at his chest 
would not convince ol‘ sepoy disatfection, refused 
to accept the word of his officem when it clashed 
with a darling theory. Prob}'ii, who foresaw the 
result, wrote to the Europeans then residing under 
the roof of Hurdeo Bux, stating that in his opinion 
the battalion could not possibly be kept together ; 
and recommending tliat their host should put his 
fort into a defensible condition, and engage five 
hundred matclilock-men on the credit of tlie English 
Government. Feeling that he was useless while in 
the same locality with the Colonel, ho shook from 
his feet the dust of the devoted station, and made 
his way back to Dhurrumpore. 

He was followed by a letter from Smitli earnestly 
inviting the refugees to leave their new ally, and 
throw themselves into the arms of their natural 
protectors, the native soldiers of the Tenth Regiment. 
He affirmed that there were at least a hundred and 
fifty men upon whom he absolutely relied ; and that, 
if the worst sliould come to the worst, he could 
with their aid fight his way down to Allahabad. 
The poor creatures, who were very uncomfortably 
lodged, and who regretted the jiunkahs and musquito- 
curtains, the soda-water and bottled beer of their 
abandoned homes, jumped at the proposition in spite 
of all the logic and eloquence which Probyn could 
bring to bear upon their infatuation. He persuaded 
no one except his own family, and a solitary civilian, 
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who had escaped from a slaughter aud tmuiili iu 
Kohilcimd too narrowly and recently for him to 
care to move again. The rest of the party returned 
to Futtehgur, and reinstated themselves in the good 
graces of the deluded veteran. Before very long, 
they were treated with a specimen of sepoy loyalty. 
On the sixteenth of June the Colonel took measures 
to cany out a capital sentence of tlie civil courts. 
The soldiery, howevei', considered that at sueli a time 
there might be something awkward in the precedent 
of an execution, and intimated that the criminal 
had better be released. Their intimation met with 
prompt obedience. 

The Seetapore mutineers, laden with English booty, 
and reeking with English blood, were now close at 
hand. Their ringleaders despatched a letter to the 
men of the Tenth, calling upon them to murder their 
officers : to which the reply was : “ Come. We will 
'‘not oppose you. We have sworn not to do so : but 
" our vows do not bind you.” So little reciprocity of 
affection existed in that indecorous dalliance between 
authority and sedition. On the eighteenth of June 
the troops, eager to fling aside even the pretence of 
submission and the semblance of discipline, broke 
forth into open rebellion ; sacked the public chest ; 
and set up a pretender, whom the event showed to 
be better than a mere puppet. The Europeans shut 
themselves up in the fort, in company with one Kalay 
Khan, the sole representative of the ColoneFs hun- 
dred and fifty faithful sepoys. That evening the 
Seetapore mutineers marched into the station, hungiy 
for pillage; and, on discovering an empty treasury, 
vented their rage by killing every man of the Tenth 
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on whom tliey could lay hands. In the course of a 
week, however, stinmlated by the prospect of a 
liberal bounty, and the co-operati<«jL of some |X)wer- 
ful Rohilla chieftains, the regiments made up their 
. differences, and united to exterminate the common 
enemy. For ten days and nights hve-and-thiiliy of 
our countrymen maintained against as many hundred 
assailants a rambling tumble-down old earthwork 
extending over a space of twenty acres. They fired 
bags of screws and scrap-iron for grape, and the 
. heads of sledge-hainmem for round-shot. They re- 
pulsed three general assaults. They lived amidst an 
atmosphere alive with bullets and flying splintem, 

•, and dim with the smoke of blazing houses and ex- 
ploding mines. At length, when the besiegers were 
, gradually but surely blowing their way through the 
rampart, the defender took to their boats, and 
^'dropped down the current, encumbered by thrice 
their own number of women, children, and invalids. 

The rest is soon told. The river was low: the 
^pursuit hot and persistent. The barges grounded; 
and were got off ; and grounded for the last time. 
The crews waded ashore to drive away the hostile 
^ sharpshooters : and some were borne back dying; 

‘ and some never stirred from the spot where they 
fell. Vessels hove in view, unwarlike in their ex- 
ternal aspect; but which, as they ran alongside, 
proved to be crammed with swordsmen and mus- 
keteers. And then ensued mad confusion, and pro- 
miscuous butchery, and suicide that did not merit 
the name. On the tenth evening of J uly, after losing 
a life for every mile of the voyage, the expedition 
got as far as Nawabgunge, but no farther. The 
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ln,lies helped to swell the throng of prisoners and 
their husbands were sent whither the men of the 
Oawnpore garrison had gone befor-e. Three only 
were spared upon their engaging to bring about that 
The citadel of Allahabad should be made over to the 
rebellion. The Nana had reason lor h^ self-denial, 
ifwas worth his while to forego any gTatification to 
purchase security in the southein quarter. That was 
the direction in which was brewing the stonn of 
retribution and reconquest. 
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A nd now Seereek Dlioondoo Pimth pui’posed in 
the face of all India to invest himself witli 
the ensigns and the titles of royalty. The contest 
had been fought out. The prize lay ready to his 
gTasp. But it was no light matter to fix upon the 
auspicious hour when the Mahratta miglit take pos- 
session of the kingdom that he had carved out with 
his blade from the very heart of the dominions held 
by the alien race which had despoiled his sire. Tlie 
soothsayers were consulted on this momentous point : '' 
but they were forestalled in theii* ofi&ce by Dabeedeen, * 
the individual who acted as agent for Tantia Topee 
in his dealings with the boatmen; and who now, 
stimulated by his success in that transaction, aspired 
to try his hand at divination. With the audacity of 
an amateur he at once named five in the evening of. 
the thirtieth June as the season when, in accord- 
ance with the will of heaven, the Maharaja should 
proceed to Bithoor for the pui'pose of assuming his 
kingly functions. There must have been consider- 
able discontent among the members of the Sacred 
College when they learned that this volunteer augur 
had been rewarded with a fee of five hundred rupees, 
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and a liorse on which to attend the ceremony. The 
Nana set forth, accompanied by Bala Rao, and in 
the conme of the next day took his seat as Peishwa-- 
on the paternal throne. The consecration mark was 
affixed to his forehead amidst the roar of guns, and 
the acclamations of a crowd composed chiefly of 
townsmen who had repaired thither to surrender in 
the shape of an honorary gift such of their valuables 
as had not already passed by a more direct channel 
into the coffers of the usurper. 

Some there were, however, who on this august 
occasion might rejoice with unfeigned rapture. The 
sepoys were gladdened by an announcement that a 
large quantity of gold had been sent to the MagazinS^ 
and would there be fashioned into decorations for 
the ankles of those warriors who had borne the 
burden and heat of the gi’eat struggle. The Ganges 
Canal was bestowed as a |)erquisite upon Azimoolah. 

It is difficult to conceive what would have been the 
indignation of the Directors who sat in Leadenhall 
Street during the years of the Crimean War, had they 
been told that ’the very equivocal native prince who 
was for ever hanging about the India House, would 
one day become sole proprietor of the gigantic con- 
cern which grew dearer to their hearts the more it 
cost, the less it yielded. 

That night the city of Oawnpore was illuminated, 
and the following proclamation was posted in all 
places of general resort : 

“ As by the kindness of God and the good fortune 
\ “ of the Emperor all the Christians who were at 
I Delhi, Poonah, Sattara, and other places, and even 
those five thousand European soldiers who went in 
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‘'disguise into the former city and were discovered, 
"are destroyed and sent to hell by the pious and 
" sagacious troops, who are firm in their religion ; 
" and as they have been all conquered by the present 
"Government, and as no trace of them is left in 
" these places, it is the duty of all the subjects and 
"servants of the Government to rejoice at the do- 
"lightful intelligence, and carry on their respective 
" work with comfort and ease. 

" As by the bounty of the glorious Almighty and 
" the eneniy-destroying fortune of the Emperor the 
" yellow-faced and narrow-minded people have been 
" sent to hell, and Oa^vnpore has been conquered, it 
"is necessary that all the subjects and landownem 
" should be as obedient to the present Government 
" as they have been to the former one ; that all 
"the Government servants should promptly and 
"cheerfully engage their whole mind in executing 
" the orders of the Government ; that it is the in- 
“ cumbent duty of all the peasants and landed pro- 
" prietors of every district to rejoice at the thought 
"that the Christians have been sent to hell, and 
" both the Hindoo and Mohammedan religions have 
" been confirmed ; and that they should as usual be 
" obedient to the authorities of the Government, and 
"never sufier any complaint against themselves to 
" reach to the ears of the higher authority.” 

On the first of July the prisoners were removed 
from the Savada Hall to a small building north of 
the canal, situated between the black city and the 
Ganges. It was their final change of lodgings. To 
this day they occupy those premises on a lease which 
no man may dispute. This humble dwelling, the 
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residence of some poor quill-driver, Hindoo or half- 
caste, as the case may be, had long stood amidst 
a group of sightly villas and edifices of social resort, 
unnoticed except by a cavsual sanitary commissioner 
and distinguished only by a numeral in the map 
of the Ordnance Survey. It has since been known 
in India as the Beebeegrir, or House of the Ladies ; 
in England as the House of the Massacre. It com- 
prised two principal rooms, each twenty feet hj ten, 
certain windowless closets intended for the use of 
native domestics, and an open court some fifteen 
yards square. Here, during a fortnight of the 
Eastern summer, were penned two hundred and six 
persons of European extraction : for the most part 
women and children of gentle birth. The gTown 
men were but five in number : the three gentlemen 
of Futtehgnr, who are supposed to have been Mr. 
Thornhill, the judge, and Colonels Smith and Goldie : 
together with Mr. Edward Greenway, and his son 
Thomas. 

If the various degTees of wretchedness are to be 
estimated by the faculty for suffering contained in 
the victim, then were these ladies of all women the 
most miserable. Few or none amongst them had 
been aware that in some corner of the mansion 
beneath whose roof their happier days were passed, 
there existed such foul holes as those in which they 
now lay panting by the score. It was much if they 
had cared to hazard a supposition that '' the servants 
slept somewhere about the compound.” They had 
neither furniture, nor bedding, nor straw; nothing 
but coarse and hard bamboo matting, unless they 
preferred a smoother couch upon the bare floor. 
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They fed nparely on cakes of unleavened dougli, and 
lentil-porridge dished up in earthen pan>s without 
spoon or plate. There was some talk of meat on 
Sundays, but it never came to anything. Once the 
children got a little milk. The same day the heml 
bearer of Colonel Williams came to pay his respects 
to the daughter who was the sole survivor of the 
officer’s household. could not,” he says, ''get 
'' near the ladies on account of the sentries, but saw 
" that food was being distributed to them. It con- 
"sisted of native bread and milk. I remonstrated 
" with a soldier who had formerly served under my 
" master, and begged of him to supply with better 
" food people who had lived in a very different way. 
" He gave me eight annas ” [twelvepence] " to go 
‘'to the bazaar and buy some sweetmeats. I did 
“so; and on my return Miss Georgiana and a 
“ married lady came into the verandah to meet me. 
“Miss Georgiana repeated to me her mother’s in- 
“ junctions about my going to her brother. I gave 
“ them the sweetmeats, and had little time to speak 
“ to them, for, seeing me, the other ladies came out 
“ into the verandah : on which the sentries turned 
“me out.” 

The matron of these female prisoners, whom it 
took so little to keep in order, was a woman described 
as tal] ; of a fair complexion ; twenty-eight or thirty 
years in age ; but with a few gi*cy hairs. She went 
by the nickname of “ tlie Begum,” and her character 
was no better than could be looked for in a waiting- 
maid of the courtesan who then ruled the nircle of | 
the Nana. She superintended a staff" of sweepers, ^ 
who furnished the captives with their food. The 
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attendance of sxicli debased menials was in itself 
the most ignominious affront which Oriental malice ^ 
could invent : and even these were provided exclu--" ~ 
sively for the humiliation of our countrywomen, 
and might do nothing for their comfort. A young 
Brahmin, who chanced to look over the fence of 
the inclosure, saw some ladies washing their own 
dirty linen. With the irrepressible loquacity of a 
Hindoo he began asking some strangers who were 
standing by whether there was no washerman who 
would undertake to do for the Mem Sahibs ; an ill- 
timed curiosity which procured him a slap on the . 
face and a night in the guard-room. 

Seventy-five paces from the abode where our people 
were confined stood an hotel owned by a Mohammedan 
proprietor : an erection of considerable size, daubed 
with bright yellow paint. Allured, probably, by the 
gaudiness of colour, an attraction which no genuine 
native can resist, the Nana had selected this build- 
ing as his head-quarters. A couple of guns were 
planted at the entrance of the compound, and a 
strong detachment of his retainers kept guard under 
the portico. Two spacious centre rooms were re- 
served for the Maharaja’s public receptions. One of 
the wings was set apart for the duties of the kitchen 
and the altar : and, side by side with religion, cooking 
went merrily on through every hour of the twenty- 
four. In the other Dhoondoo Punth lived from day 
to day in a perpetual round of sensuality, amidst a 
choice coterie of priests, pandars, ministers, and 
minions. The reigning beauty of the fortnight was 
one Oula or Adala. She was the Thais on whose 
breast sunk the vanquished victor, oppressed with 
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brandy and such love as animates a middle-aged 
Eastern debauchee. She is said to have counted 
by hundreds of thousands the rupees which were 
lavished on her by the affection and vanity of her 
Alexander: and could well afford to spare one of 
her suite to look after the prisoners for the fraction 
of time during which they were likely to need her 
services. Every night there was an entertainment 
of music, dancing, and pantomime. The hit of the 
evening was made by a buffoon who took off midst 
shouts of laughter the stiff carnage of an English 
officer. 

The noise of this unhallowed revelry was plainly 
audible to the captives in the adjoining house ; and, 
as they crowded round the windows to catch the 
breeze which sprang up at sunset, the giai*e of 
torches and the strains of barbarous melody might 
remind them of the period when he who was now 
arbiter of their existence thought himself privileged 
if he could induce them to honour with a half- 
disdainful acceptance the hospitality of Bithoor. 
They sometimes got a nearer view of the festivities. 
The Begum daily took across two ladies to the 
Nana s stables, where they were set down to grind 
corn at a hand-mill for the space of several hours. 
They generally contrived to bring back a pocketful 
of flour for the children. 

Hardship, heat, wounds, and want of space and 
proper nourishment released many from their bond- 
age before the season marked out by Azimoolah 
for a jail delivery such as the world had seldom wit- 
nessed. A native doctor, himself a prisoner, has left 
a list of deaths which occurred between the seventh 
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and the fifteenth of the month. Within these eight 
days, of which one was incomplete, as will he seen 
by those who read on, there succumbed to cholera 
and dysentery eighteen women, seven children, and 
a Hindoo nuree. There is a touching little ktry 
which deserves notice. In the column headed 
“Names” appear the words “eck baba” (one 
^aby): under that marked "disease” is written “ap 
se ” (of itself). Dying by threes and four-s of fright- 
ful maladies, the designations of which they hardly 
knew; trying to eat nauseous and unwonted food, 
and to sleep upon a bed of boards ; tormented by 
flies, and musquitoes, and dir-t, and prickly heat, and 
all the lesser evHs that aggravate and keep for ’ever 
fresh the consciousness of a great rnisfor-tune ; doing 
for the rnurderer of their dearest ones that labour 
whrch in Asia has always been the distinctive sign 
and badge of slavery ; to such reality of woe h^ 
been reduced these beings for whom nothing had 
formerly been too dainty and well appointed ; whose 
idea of peril had once been derived fi-om romances ; 
and who had been acquainted with destitution only 
through tracts and the reports of charitable insti- 
tutions. 

The number of captives diminished so fast that 
the Nana began to fear lest he should soon have 
no hostages wherewith to j)rovide against the conse- 
quences of a possible reverse. They were accord- 
rngly driven twice a day into the verandah, and 
forced to sit there until they hatl inhaled as much 
fresh am as, in the judgment of the Begum, would 
support an English constitution for the space of 
twelve hour-s. This substitute for the morning gaUop 
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and the evening proiuenculc was very distasieful to 
our ladies, on account of tlic idlei's who came to 
sitare, and remark how odd a Liidy Sahib looked 
when neither on horseback nor in her carriage. 
The poor creatures were overheard whispering 
among themselves that the British never used their 
prisoners thus. 

It is probable that from this circumstance origin- 
ated the rumour concerning Europemi females who 
had been publicly maltreated in the bazaar. Two 
or three sentences must here be written upon those 
fables which it is our misfortune that we once 
believed, and our shame if we ever stoop to repeat. 
Delhi, Oawnpore, and Futtehgur were the three 
stations in which any considerable multitude of our 
countrywomen were placed under the disposal of the 
mutineers. Witli regard to the two latter places, if 
we except one single case of abduction, it is abso- 
lutely certain that our ladies died without mention, 
and, we may confidently hope, without apprehension 
of dislionour. Those revolting stories which ac- 
companied to Southampton the first tidings of the 
tumult at Delhi may all be traced to some gossip 
regarding the fate of Miss Jennings, the daughter of 
the chaplain, and her friend, Miss Clifford. It is 
now ascertained beyond all question that these girls 
were sitting in an upj^er room of the palace gateway, 
when they heard on tlie stairs a rush of footsteps 
and a clattering of scabbards, and were cut down 
dead as they rose fiurn their chairs to learn the 
cause of this strange intrusion. 

Some, who love to attribute every event to the 
special interposition of Providence, have insisted that 
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notliing short of fabricated iudignities, and tales of 
mutilation equally untrue and more easily disproved, 
could have kindled the explosion of wrath and pity 
which sent forth by myiiads the youth of England 
again to subdue Hindostan beneath a Christian yoke. 
Piety, unwilling to pronounce authoritatively on such 
a matter, will be loth to imagine that God provoked 
men to utter and to credit lies for the furtherance of 
any purpose which could conduce to His glory. As 
must ever be in the order of things by Him deter- 
mined, the evil seed produced evil fruit. Grapes 
came not of those thorns, nor figs of those thistles. 
The murder of a hundred families, the ruin of a 
thousand homesteads, were incentives capable of 
exalting our national enthusiasm to the requisite 
fkitch without the aid of exaggeration or invention. 
Those hateful falsehoods served but to evoke from 
the depths of our nature the sombre and ferocious 
instincts which religion and civilization can never 
wholly eradicate. To their account unhappy India 
may charge most of the innocent blood that was 
spilt and the bad blood that remains. 

^ It was not long before the usurper began to 
experience the proverbial uneasiness of a ciwned 
head. At no time a favourite with the Cawnporc 
population, he novr was cordially detested by all 
the respectable inhabitants ; who, after his downfall, 
testified their hatred by refusing to pronounce his 
name without the addition of some disparaging 
epithet. The majestic appellations of Maharaja and 
Peishwa were at once cut down to '' Nana soor,'' 
that pig of a Nana : '' and this was the mildest 
and the most decent of all his agnomina, with the 
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exception, perhaps, of ‘‘budinash,” which answers as 
nearly as possible to the i>ench eoquin, “That 
great biidmash the Nana,'^ occurs in the perora- 
tion of one of Nanukcliimd^s outbui'sts of Hindoo 
eloquence. For the present, however, the towns- 
people evinced their ill-will by a tacit but very effec- 
tive opposition to the new His requisitions / 

of money and supplies met with no response ; and * 
he could procure nothing except by open force, 
which he was not slow to employ. The city had, 
indeed, little motive to love him or the state of 
things which he repi'esented. A Mohammedan 
author describes the aspect of a locality where the 
rebellion had obtained the ascendency in these 
graphic words : — “ Since the day of my arrival I never 
found the bazaar open, unless it were a few poor 
shops. The shopkeepem and the citizens are 
“ extremely sorry for losing their safety, and curse 
“the mutineers from morning to evening. The 
“people and the workmen starve, and the widows 
“ cry in their huts.’' 

The class who had most cause to pray for the 
return of order were the natives of Bengal Proper, / 
then settled in the Upper Provinces for jDui-poses 
of commerce. Impoverished, suspected, menaced, 
and outraged, they were conscious that neither life, 
limb, nor liberty were worth a fortnight’s purchase. 
Many a rich Bengalee within the borders of the 
insurrection sat all day behind closed blinds, with a 
pistol in his girdle, a bag of jewels in his turban, 
and a horse ready saddled at the back door of his 
garden. And it was not without reason that these 
men suffered so craelly : for they were only less 
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loyal iluiu tho English themselves. The wealthy, 
industrious, and effeminate denizens of Lower Bengal 
had no desire to see the many-headed and irrational 
despotism of a Prastorian guard substituted for the 
mild and reguilar sway of old John Company. The 
conduct of the soldiery rendered them exceedingly | 
uncomfortable and not a little indignant : and they ! 
lost no opportunity of wreaking their- spite upon the | 
turbulent mercenaries who would not allow honest | 

folk to go about their business in peace. The \ 

sepoys who mutinied at Chittagong and Dacca, both ! 
of which stations lie within the limits of Bengal, | 
met with such hostility from the country-people that i 
they gave up all thoughts of moving on Calcutta, | 

and endeavoured to make their way into Assam. j 

Few ever reached the frontier. They literally rotted | 
away in the jungle. Some died of starvation : some | 

of fever and ague. The foragers were knocked on | 

the head by the peasantry, skilled, like all Hindoo ! 

villagers, in the play of the quarter-staff. The | 

stragglers were cai-ried off by wild animals which | 
swarm amidst the swamps and forests that fringe | 
the great rivers of Eastern India. At length, driven | 
into a comer, they one morning cut the throats j 
of the women who had hitherto accompanied their | 
march, and dispersed into the wilderness, to re- ; 
appear not even on the gallows. They could not , 
have fai-ed worse amidst the moors of Yorkshire or j 
Northumberland. i 

July had not well set in before the insurgents i 
of Cawnpore showed symptoms that marked the j 
wilfulness and inconstancy of soldiers who have j 
once forgotten their duty. Idleness bred discon- i 
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tent, and discontent spoedity ripened into sedition. 
The honeymoon had not yet drawn to a close, and 
already tliis nnnatiiral connection b(^tween the Naini 
and tlie army was distasteful to the stronger of 
the contracting parties. Regiments which had re- 
fused to obey such men as Ewart and Delafosse 
were not likely to entertain any very profound 
reverence for an effete Hindoo rake. The Peishwa 
evinced an inclination to enjoy for a while the 
contemplation of his recent dignity in the retire- 
ment of Bithoor : but the troops had no notion {)f 
letting their paymaster out of sight, and brought 
him back into their midst by violence wliich they 
hardly cared to disguise beneath the semblance of 
respect. On the third of the anonth a donation 
was distributed among their ranks, and accepted 
with anything but gratitude. Few got as much as, 
in their own opinion, they deserved; and all less 
than they desired. What they had was not in 
a poi^table form. Government silver proved to be 
an inconvenient burden for the loins ; and, if thing’s 
went ill, it might procure a still more unpleasant 
girdle round the neck. There were disagTeeable 
anecdotes cuiTent regarding certain gentlemen, late 
of the Company’s service, who had been executed 
at Allahabad on the discovery about their j)ersons 
of some new copper coins, which had never issued 
from the Treasury by a regular payment, and which 
they were suspected of having intended to put into 
premature circulation. There accordingly was a 
brisk demand for gold. Azimoolah ordered it to 
be proclaimed in the bazaar by beat of drum that 
bankers should supply the mutineers with mohurs 
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at a tninimum price of twenty-one rupees. The i 
Oawnpore exchange, however, had' so little confi- ,, 
dence in the star of the Maharaja, that these coins 
could not he bought for less than twenty-eight 
rapees, which was an advance of seventy-five per 
cent, on their ordinarj^ price. The sepoys, who 
were not more acquainted than European privates 
with the laws which regulate the money-market, 
and knew only that they had ended by pocketing 
little more than half the cash that they expected, 
were soon talking about a fresh change of masters. 
The Mussulman faction gained ground rapidly and 
surely. Men began to recollect how cleverly the 
Nunhey Nawab had managed his battery without 
any prior experience in gunnery, and drew the con- 
clusion that he might be equally successful if he 
could be bribed by an offer of sovereignty to turn 
his attention towards the rate of discount. 

But military greediness, and Moslem ambition, 
and the jealousy of the nobles, and the enmity 
of the iouTgeoisie ceased ere long to occupy the 
thoughts of the tyrant. These sources of uneasiness 
were absorbed in one great and pressing terror, 
when, at the first doubtful and intermittent, but 
more frequent ever and clearer, came sur^g up ' 
from the south-west the fame of the advancing ven- 
geance. Couriers mounted on swift_ camels were 
sent down the road, and returned with the intel- | 
ligence that the British were certainly approaching 
by forced marches, laying down a* telegraph as they 
proceeded, and hanging the inhabitants of the 
villages within which were found pieces of the old 
wire. This information naturally produced a strong 1 
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efifect upon men whose crimes were not siich as 
to meet with impunity under the new scale of 
penalties that seemed to have been adopted by 
the Sahibs. The consternation was so deep and 
universal that the Nana had rocoui'se to his cu.s- 
tomary palliative. On the fifth of July he issued 
the following proclamation ; — ' 

“It has come to our notice that some of the 
“city people, having heard the rumours of the 
“arrival of the European troops at Allahabad, are 
“deserting their houses and going out into the 
“districts. Be it therefore proclaimed in each lane 
“and street of the city that regiments of cavalrj^ 
“and infantry, and batteries have been despatched 
“to check the Europeans either at Allahabad or 
“Futtehpore; that the people should therefore 
“ remain in their houses without any apprehension 
“ and engage their minds in carrying on their work." 

This manifesto was probably considered too tame 
and brief for such a crisis. Next day there appeared 
a truly notable state-paper, which, to judge from 
internal evidence, may be attributed to the pen of 
the prime-minister. It is regarded as the master- 
piece of that author, and may* serve for a model to 
all Governments that undertake to enlighten the 
public mind by means of an official organ. 

“ A traveller just arrived at Cawnpore from Alla- 
‘ habad states that before the cartridges were dis- 
‘ tributed a Council was held for the purpose of 
“taking away the religion and rites of the people 
‘ of Hindostan. The Members of Council came to 
“ the conclusion that, as the matter was one affecting 
“religion, seven or eight thousand Europeans would 
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' be required, and it would cost the lives of fifty 
thousand Hindoos, but that at this price the 
''natives of Hindostan would become Ohristiansr 
" The matter was therefore represented in a despatch 
" to Queen Victoria, who gave her consent. A second 
" Council was then held, at which the English mer- 
" chants were present. It was then resolved to ask 
"for the assistance of a body of European troops 
" equal in number to the native army, so as to 
" insure success when the excitement should be at 
" the highest. When the despatch containing this 
" application was read in England, thirty-five thou- 
"sand Europeans were very rapidly embarked on 
" ships, and started for Hindostan, and intelligence 
" of their despatch reached Calcutta. Then the 
"English in Calcutta issued the order for the dis- 
" tribution of the cartridges, the object of which was 
"to make Hindostan Christian; as it was thought 
"that the people would come over with the army. 
" The cartridges were smeared with hog and cow’s 
" fat. One man who let out the secret was hung, 
" and one imprisoned. 

" Meantime, while they were occupied in carrying 
"out their plan, the ambassadors of the Sultan of 
"Roum” [Turkey] "in London sent word to his 
" sovereign that thirty-five thousand Europeans had 
"been despatched to Hindostan to make all the 
" natives Christians. The Sultan (may Adlah per- 
"petuate his kingdom!) issued a firman to the 
"Pacha of Egypt, the contents of which are as 
" follows : ‘ You are conspiring with Queen Victoria. 
" ' If you are guilty of neglect in this matter, what 
" ' kind of face will you be able to show to God ? ’ 
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“ When this firman of the Sultan of Rouin rpached 
the Paclia of Egypt, the Lord of Egypt assembled 
'' his army in the city of Alexandria, which is on the 
''road to India, before the Europeans arrived. As 
" soon as the European troops arrived the troops of 
" the Pacha of Egypt began to fire into them with 
"guns on all sides, and sunk all their ships, so 
"that not even a single European escaped. The 
“ English in Calcutta, after issuing orders for biting 
"the cartridges, and when these disturbances had 
“reached tlieir height, were looking for the assist- 
" ance of the army from London. But the Almighty 
“by the exercise of His power made an end of them 
"at the very outset. When intelligence of the 
“ destruction of the army from London anived, the 
“ Governor-General was much gideved and distressed, 
" and beat his head. 

"At eventide he intended murder and plunder. 

" At noon neither had his body a head, nor his head a cover. 

" In one revolution of the blue heavens 

" Neither Nadir remained, nor a follower of Nadir. 

" Done by order of his Grace the Peishwa. 1273 of the Hegira. 

But the onward march of the English was not to 
be checked by quotations from Oordoo poets. It 
behoved that some weapons besides the eloquence 
of Azimoolah and the sign-manual of Dhoondoo 
•Punth should be found, and found quickly. The 
rebel chiefs were enjoined to muster their re- 
tainers, and Teeka Sing to beat up the bazaam 
for sepoys. Reluctant and dispirited the truants 
turned out to fight for a sovereign whom they 
were scheming to dethrone, and for plunder which 
had already by some magical process melted away 
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to lialf tlie original value. Baba Bliut under- 
took to provide caniage for tbe stores and ammu- 
nition : and accordingly impounded tbe conveyancgg^ 
of tbe town, particularly all vebicles formerly tbe 
property of European gentry : a measure wbicb 
caused no small vexation to tbe mutineers wbo bad 
been cutting a dash in tbe buggies that bad belonged 
to our subalterns. Tbe mercbants received exten- 
sive indents for tents and waterproof great-coats : a 
most essential article of equipment during tbe first 
weeks of tbe rainy season. Tbe Ordnance Office 
reported itself to be short of percussion caps : and 
tbe whole staff of the department was at once set to 
work at converting detonating muskets into match- 
locks. These preparations were completed by the 
ninth of July, on which day Brigadier Jwala Pershad 
left the station in the direction of Allahabad at the 
head of detachments from three regiments of cavalry 
and seven of infantry, together with a strong body 
of feudal militia : in all some thirty-five hundred 
sabres, bayonets, and lances. The column was ac- 
companied by twelve guns of various pattern and 
calibre, which the result of the earliest action 
enabled General Havelock to describe with minute 
accuracy. 

They did well to hurry : for tbe avenger was 
abroad. Late in May there landed at Calcutta a 
wing of the First Madras Fusiliers, under tbe com- 
mand of ‘Major Renaud and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Neill : who, after securing an order which enabled 
them to draw upon the Patna Treasury, proceeded 
straight to the terminus situated on the bank of the 
Hooghly facing the capital, with the intention of 
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performing the hi’st stretch of their journey by rail. 
A train was on the point of starting ; and the station- 
master, jealous, it may be, to obtain his new line a 
reputation for punctuality, refused to delay until the 
rear-guard could be embarked in the cal's. Here- 
upon Neill, an Indian veku'an, who during a long 
absence from home had lost wlmt little reverence he 
ever possessed for the authoi'ity of Brmlshaw, clapped 
the official under arrest in his own waiting-room, and 
gave the guards and stokers to undemtand that he 
had constituted himself traffic-manager for the time 
being. Travelling in tins high-luinded style he 
reached Benares when least expected either by the 
English residents, \vho were waiting to have their 
throats cut, or by tlie native force, wliicli was looking 
out for an excuse to mutiny, and which now found a 
pretext in the anival of Neill After a rough ami 
tumble fight he bundled the insurgents out of the 
place ; quieted the fears <jf the European j^opula- 
tion ; and at once began liis amingeinents for pene- 
trating to Allahabad, wdiere a feeble gaiTison, closely 
invested by an enormous rebel host, was defending 
a mile and a half of wall with sciinty prospect of 
deliverance. 

On the evening of the ninth June he sent on in 
bullock-carts a hundred and seventeen of his people ; 
despatched thirty-six others in a small steamer; and 
packed himself, with two officers and forty-four men, 
into such stage-carriages as had shafts and axles. 
Posting in the East is never a very expeditious 
mctliod of locomotion ; and at this conjuncture 
every stable along the Grand Trunk Road had been 
plundered more or less thoroughly. But the agents 
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of the ^ Dawk Ooinpany knew their man: and it may 
safely be asserted that the grooms were less sleepy 
than, usual, and the drivers less sulky; that the 
horses jibbed not quite so pertinaciously, and the 
wheels came off at somewhat wider intervals. No 
promise of treble gratuities from an embryo memb^i^ 
of Parliament, hunying up-countf}" in search of 
statistics, ever so surely cut short a stoppage or an 
altercation, as did the rattle of the panels of the 
foremost van, which betokened that Neill Sahib was 
awake, and in another moment would be thriistino- 
out his head to ask what the matter was. When 
the animals broke down, strings of peasants were 
harnessed to the traces : and by the afternoon of 
the second day the relieving army, numbering a 
short four dozen of exhausted men, had found their 
way into the beleaguered place. On the following 
morning the struggle began in earnest, and con- 
tinued for a full week. Successive instalments of 
Fusiliers swarmed in by road and river : while the 
enemy had soon consumed most of their courage and 
all their ball-cartridge, and were reduced to load 
with morsels of telegi-aph wire: a device whereby, 
over and above the effect of their fire, they got rid of 
an article the possession of which came under the 
chapter of capital offences in the Criminal Code as 
revised by Colonel Neill. That officer by the nine- 
teenth July had re-conquered the city of Allahabad, 
and cleared the district of insurgents. He now found 
leisure to make some inquiries into the past, which 
I'esulted in a series of executions : not more than 
the crisis waixanted (for, though an austere man, he 
was no savage), but quite numerous enough, in the 
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expressive dialect of the day, to “ establisli a great 
funk.” 

Meanwhile the heat was such as no woi'ds can 
adequately describe. The Europeans died of sun- 
stroke at an average rate of two a day. Our troops 
had outstripped their Commissariat, and could get 
neither bread, nor coffee, nor drugs, nor fans, nor 
screens of moistened grass ; appliances which, known 
to an English housekeeper as “ luxuries ” and “ com- 
forts,” in the estimation of those who have spent 
an Indian June in the tented field merit quite 
another denomination. Unfortunately, though the 
larder and the medicine-chest were empty, the cel- 
lars of Allahabad were only too well furnished. They 
were pillaged by some Sikhs, who, without applying 
for a licence, at once opened a lively trade : selling- 
beer, brandy, madeira, and champagne at a unifonn 
charge of sixpence the bottle. Cholei-a soon broke 
out among our poor fellows, living as they did on 
wine and spirits without even a halfpenny-worth of 
bread in a temperatui’e of a hundred and thirty-five 
degrees. In the course of seventy-two hours forty 
deaths occurred in the ranks of the Madras Regiment. 
The Colonel bought up and destroyed the whole 
stock of liquor; ransacked the neighbourhood in 
quest of wholesome provisions ; removed his patients 
to the most healthy quarters which he could com- 
mand; and was repaid by seeing the mysterious 
disease vanish as suddenly as it had appeared, after 
carrying off one out of every nine among his 
soldiers. 

As when a slender rill, ominous to an experienced 
eye, trickles through the crack in an embankment 
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water, so came along the valley of Gauges this little 
band, the forerunner of a mighty multmnde of" 
waniom. Every evening brought into Allawite^a 
fresh batch of Englishmen, jaded, indeed, and 
suffering cruelly from the climate, but eager to be 
led forward to rescue or revenge. Continental 
authors who descant on the stolidity and insensi- 
bility of the British private might have learned a 
useful lesson could they have overheard the talk of 
those pale and sickly lads. By the last day of June 
Neill judged himself strong enough to detach towards 
Oawnpore two guns and eight hundred men, half of 
whom were Europeans. The column was placed 
under the orders of Major Kenaud, who pushed up 
the road, fighting as occasion offered ; tranquillizing 
the country by the very simple expedient of hanging 
everybody who showed signs of insubordination; 
and using all endeavours to procure information 
concerning the fate of the Oawnpore garrison. On 
the fourth July he was met by a report of the 
capitulation and the massacre. Corroborated, and 
contradicted, and qualified, and again confidently 
affirmed, rumour insensibly matured into undoubted 
fact : but to this day no man ventures to name the 
precise hour when he himself became assured that 
the worst was true. 

With July arrived Brigadier-General Havelock, 
who, after having employed a week in collecting his 
resources, moved northwards from Allahabad with . 
six cannon and a thousand English soldiers. That 
was not a joyous expedition. The hearts of all were 
occupied with forebodings of evil which they dared 
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not shape into words : and the fiiee of cp^oation 
seemed to reflect the universal gloom. To the fane}' 
of those who were not incapable of vivi<l omotiou 
even inanimates and irrational natuns partook that 
shade of tlie future that was on every soiiL They 
waded in a sea of slush, knee-deep now, and now 
breast-high, wliile tlie flood of troj)ical rain beat 
down from overhead. As far to right and left as 
eye could pierce exteinled one vast morass : and the 
desolate scene was enlivened by no human sound. 
Nothing was heard save the melancholy croaking 
of the cicalas, mingled with an under hum of count- 
less insects. The air was heav}- with the offensive 
odour of lime-trees. There were no indications that 
the column was travemiug an inhabited country, 
except the bodies which hung by twos and threes 
from bi’anch and signpost, and the gaunt swine who 
by the roadside were holding their loathsome car- 
nival. After three days of steady toil through the 
mud and the water Havelock was made aware that the 
enemy were ahead, and that Renaud was advancing 
unsupported into the teeth of an ovenvhelming 
force. Then our troops hastened forward, and made 
one march of five leagues and another of eight 
beneath a blazing sun (for at this point the weather 
cleared, and they lost the protection of the clouds), 
until they caught up the Major and his detachment, 
and finally halted in a state of entme prostration five 
miles fi:om the town of Futtehpore, where Jwala 
Pershad was encamped with all his chivalry. 

It was early morning. Our weary people were 
enjoying their ‘‘ little breakfast ” of tea, that plea- 
santest of Indian meals, when the rebel vangmard 


248 


CAWNPOBE 


OEAP. 


came pouring down tlie causeway. Havelock, who 
wished’ earnestly to give his harassed soldiers rest, 
resolved to wait until this ebullition should expend 
itself. But the affair grew serious; and he had 
soon no choice but to accept the challenge and draw 
up his army. In front were the guns, protected 
a hundred skirmishers armed with that Enfield rifle 
which, then a rarity, is now a familiar object to every 
other household in Great Britain. The Fusiliers and 
the Seventy-eighth Highlanders struggled through 
the swamps on the right. The Sixty-fourth Regiment 
went forward in the centre ; and the Eighty-fourth 
on the left, supported by a battalion of Punjabees. 
The cavalry moved along some firm ground which 
lay on the extreme flank. 

Never was there such a battle. '' I might say,'’ 
writes the General, “ that in ten minutes the action 
‘‘was decided, for in that short space of time the 
“spirit of the enemy was utterly subdued. The 
“ rifle fire, reaching them at an unexpected distance, 
“ filled them with dismay ; and when Captain Maude 
“ was enabled to push his guns to point-blank range, 
“ his surprisingly accurate fire demolished their little 
“remaining confidence. In a moment three guns 
“were abandoned to us on the chams4e, and the 
“ force advanced steadily, driving the enemy before 
“it on every point. Their guns continued to fall 
“ into our hands ; and then in succession they were 
“ driven from the garden inclosures ; from a strong 
“barricade on the road; from the town wall; into 
“ and through, out of and beyond the town. Their 
“fire scarcely reached us. Ours, for four hours, 
“allowed them no repose.” 
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In fact it was a mere rout : a memorable triumpli 
of outraged civilization. The Second Cavalry iiiaile 
a flourish which for a while checked our onset : but 
the troopers of that redoubted corps soon had hail 
enough of English lead, and felt no appetite fi>r a 
taste of English steel Accustomed to deal with 
feebler adversaries, they were spoilt for fighting with 
grown men. By noon nothing was to be seen of tht^ 
mutineers within six miles of Futtelii>ore save their 
dead, their accoutrements, and their whole park of 
artillery. Flying in irretrievable disorder they spreml 
everywhere that the Sahibs had come back in stranger 
guise; some draped like women, to remind them 
what manner of wrong they were sworn to requite ; 
others, conspicuous by tall blue caps, who hit their 
mark without being seen to fire. Our list of killed 
and wounded contained not one British name : though 
a dozen or so of Sowars, Jemmadars, and Busseldars 
made it as incomiDrehensible to a home reader as an 
Indian bulletin should ever be. But the bloodless 
day was not costless : for twelve of our privates were 
slain outright by the sun. Our irregular horsemen, 
who recognized some comrades in the hostile ranks, 
had flatly refused to charge, and were consequently 
dismounted and disarmed : a precaution that dimin- 
ished our cavalry to a score of volunteers. 

When the -Nana learned how his soldiers had con- 
ducted themselves he flew into a violent passion, 
which could be relieved only by vicarious letting of 
blood. After attending at the execution of eight 
ill-fated couriers, who had been intercepted from 
time to time with English despatches in and about 
their persons, he felt sufficiently composed to face 
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the emergency. Determiiied to reserve his own 
sacrecFself for the supreme venture, he sent into the 
field a Patroclus in the person of Bala Eao, whose" 
stake in the cause was indeed no light one. Every 
available mutineer was equipped and inarched down 
the road, and the captured pieces were replaced from 
the magazine. On the monnw the Peishwa's brother 
followed his reinforcements, and took up a position 
round a hamlet, named Aoung, twenty-two miles 
south of Cawnpore. He found the rebel mind in 
high perturbation. The gossip of the camp-fires ran 
mainly on the disagTeeable sensations produced by 
strangulation ; and the disquisitions of certain among 
the sepoys who had witnessed that operation were 
so circumstantial and pictui'esque that many who 
had come best off in the partition of the spoil doffed 
the remains of their uniforms, and stole away witli 
their riches to the seclusion of their native villages. 
The behaviour of those who remained proved that 
the army had rather gained than lost in efficiency 
by the withdrawal of such as had nothing to acquire 
and something to enjoy. 

Their valour was soon to be tested. At nine in 
the morning of the fifteenth up came the English ; 
Maude and his battery leading the way; with the 
Fusiliers and the sharpshooters of the Sixty-fourth 
close at his heels. Shrapnel shells* and conical 
bullets quickly cleared away everything from our 
front, and strewed the highway with corpses, 
weapons, and abandoned tents and waggons. The 
Second Cavalry caught sight of our baggage, whiqfi 
had been left beneath a grove in the care of a 
slender guard, and fancied that they discerned an 
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occasion for distinguisliing tlK‘niHeIves after tlieir 
own fashion. Bixt they were lamentably disapf)oinie<l. 
The regiment had to bustle back with empty pockets 
and not a few empty saddles, and thenceforwaril 
was contented to rest on the renown of previous 
exploits. 

Bala Rao withdrew his troops behind a stream 
which crossed the road a league in rear of the con- 
tested village. The water was too deej) to be forded. 
The bridge w^as strongly fortified, and defended by 
two twenty-four pounders. Our force proceeded 
the attack after a slight tiffin, and a short siesta for 
all whose nerves were firm enough to allow them a 
snatch of sleep between two of the rounds in a fight 
for such a prize. Maude raked the hostile cannon, 
which stood in a salient bend of the river: while 
the Fusiliers advanced in skirmishing order, enraged 
at the fall of gallant Major Renaud, whose thigli 
had been broken early in the day. After plying their 
rifles with deadly effect, they suddenly closed uj), 
and flung themselves headlong on the bridge. Bala 
Rao, to whom cannot be charged the cowardice 
whicli a jDopular maxim associates with cruelty, had 
purposed to maintain his post to the last: but on 
this occasion he had not to do with the front-rank of 
seated ladies and children, and a rear-rank of gentle- 
men whose hands were strapped behind their backs. 
With set teeth, and flashing eyes, and firelocks 
tightly clenched, pelted by grape and musketry, our 
people convei'ged at a run upon the narrow passage. 
When they came near enough to afford the enemy 
an opportunity of observing on their countenances 
that expression which the Sahibs always wean when 
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they do not mean to turn back, the rebel aaxay broke 
and fled. The fugitives took with them their General, 
who carried off in his shoulder a lump of Govern- ' 
ment lead, to which he was most heartily welcome ; 
but did not find time for the removal of their artil- 
lery. There passed into our hands four guns ; which 
cannot be said to have been dearly purchased at six 
casualties apiece. 

Wounded as he was, Bala Eao brought to Cawn- 
pore the tidings of his own defeat. He went straight 
to the quarters of his brother, which were soon 
crowded with the leading rebels, who came to hear 
what had happened, and to impart their apprehen- 
sions and suggestions. The deliberations of this 
improvised council were at first confused and de- 
sultory. Some were for retiring to Bithoor ; some 
for nnitiTig their forces with the mutineers of Futteh- 
gur. At length, by a slender majority of voices, it 
was decided to make one more stand south of 
Cawnpore. 

When the resolution had been adopted, Teeka 
Sing asked whether the Nana had made up his 
mind as to what should be done with the prisoner's ; 
and hinted that, in case things went ill, it might 
be awkward for some then present should the Sahibs 
find such a mass of evidence ready to their hands ; 
nay, more, that the chances of a reverse would be 
considerably lessened if the captives were once put 
out of the way. The British were approaching 
solely for the purpose of releasing their compatriots, 
and would not risk another battle for the satisfac- 
. tion of burying them. They would be only too glad 
of an, excuse to avoid meeting the Peishwa in the 
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lield. Dliooncloo Punth was not hard to conviiw^o 
on such a point. Whenever bloodshed was in ques- 
tion, he showed himself the least impracticable of 
men. In the present instance he would never have 
required prompting, but for the importunity of the 
royal widows, his stepmothers by adoption, who hatl 
sent him word tliat they would throw themselves 
and their children from the upper windows of the 
palace if he again murdered any of their sex. As 
a pledge that this was no vain parade of philanthro])y 
they had abstained from food and drink for many 
hours together. In order to anticipate their remon- 
strances, directions were given to set about the work 
forthwith. In fact, for every reason, 'twas well that 
it should be done quickly. The assembly broke up ; 
but all who could spare the time stayed for at least 
the commencement of such a representation as none 
could hope to behold twice in a lifetime. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon, or between that 
and five, some of the Nana's people went across to 
the house of bondage, and bade the Englishmen who 
were there to come forth. Forth they came ; — the 
three persons from Futtehgur, and the merchant and 
his son ; — accompanied by the biggest of the children, 
a youth of fourteen, who, poor boy, was glad perhaps 
to take this opportunity of classing himself with his 
elders. Some ladies pressed out to watch the course 
which the party took, but were pushed back by the 
sentries. The gentlemen inquired whither they 
were going, and were answered that the Peishwa 
had sent for them on some concern of his own. 
But all around was a deep throng of spectators, 
the foremost rows seated on- the gTOund, so that 
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those heW laigM see : while uu o^iher circle occu- 
pied as it were, reserved phices ou the wad oi the^ 
Lclosure. There, beneath a spreading lune^iee, 
loun<^ed Dhooudoo Tuuth, the gold lace of his 


turban glittering in 


the sunshine. There were 
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j;;i;rp:u^had •, "n^id Tantia Topee ; and Azinioolah, 
the ladies’ man ; and Bala Bao, the twinges of whose 
toi^^dei-blade heightened his avidity lor the coming 
show When this concourse was noticed by our 
countrymen, their lips moved as if m prayei. At 
!i IL which led into the road they were stopped 
f ' ^ !u« sepoys, and shot dead. Their bodies 
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would uever lift tijtoir weapons against the prisoners. 
One of them afterwards confessed to a friend that 
his own motive for so deciding was anxiety to stain I 
well with the Sahibs, if ever they got back to Uawn- 
pore. The Begum presently returned with hvc men, 
each carrying a sabre. Two were Hindoo peasants : 
the one thirty-live years of age, fair and tali, with 
long mustachios, but flat-faced and wall-eyed : the 
other considerably his senior, short, and of a sallow 
complexion. Two were butchers by calling : portly 
strapping fellows, both well on in life. The larger of 
the two was disfigured by the traces of the small- 
pox. They were Mohammedans, of coiii'se; as no 
Hindoo could adopt a trade which obliged him to 
spill the blood of a cow. 

These four were dressed in dirty- white clothes. The 
fifth, likewise a Mussulman, wore the red uniform of 
the Maharaja's body-guard, and is reported to have 
been the sweetheart of the Begum. He was called 
Siirvur Khan, and passed for a native of some distant 
province. A bj^stander remarked that he had hair 
on his hands. 

The sepoys were bidden to fall on. Half-a-doxen 
among them advanced, and discharged their muskets 
through the windows at the ceiling of the apart- 
ments. Thereupon the five men entered. It was 
the short gloaming of Hindostan — the hour when 
ladies take their evening drive. She who had 
accosted the officer was standing in the doorwaj?'. 
Witli her were tlie native doctor, and two Hindoo 
menials. That much of che business might be seen 
from the verandah, but all else was concealed amidst 
the interior gloom. Shideks and scuffling acquainted 
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those without that the journeymen were earning 
their liire. Survur Khan soon emerged with his 
sword broken off at the hilt. He procured another ^ 
from the Nana’s house, and a few minutes after 
appeared again on the same errand. The third blade 
was of better temper : or peidiaps the thick of the 
work was already over. By the time darkness had 
closed in, the men came forth and locked up the 
house for the night. Then the screams ceased : but 
the groans lasted till morning. 

The sun rose as usual. When he had been up 
nearly three hours the live repaired to the scene of 
their labours over-night. They were attended by a 
few sweepers, who proceeded to transfer the contents 
of the house to a dry well situated behind some 
trees which grew hard by. ‘‘ The bodies,” says one 
who was jDresent throughout, ‘^were dragged out, 

“ most of them by the hair of the head. Those who 
“ had clothes worth taking were stripped. Some of 
the women were alive. I cannot say how many ; 

“ but three could speak. They prayed for the sake of 
'' God that an end might be put to their sufferings. 

I remarked one very stout woman, a half-caste, 

“ who was severely wounded in both arms, who 
'' entreated to be killed. She and two or three 
others were placed against the bank of the cut by 
''which bullocks go down in drawing water. Thb 
" dead were first thrown in. Yes : there was a great 
"crowd looking on: they were standing along the 
" walls of the compound. They were principally 
"city people and villagers* Yes: there were also 
"sepoys. Three boys werQ#,alive. Tliey were fair 
" children. The eldest, I think, must have been six 
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'' or seven, and the youngest five years. They were 
''running round the well, (where else could they go 
"to?) and there was none to save them. No: none 
" said a word or tried to save them/* 

At lengdh the smallest of them made an infantile 
attempt to get away. Tlie little thing had been 
frightened past bearing by tlie murder of one of the 
surviving ladies. He thus attracted the observation 
of a native, who hung him and his companions down 
the well One deponent is of opinion that the man 
first took the trouble to kill the children. Others 
think not. The corpses of the gentlemen must 
have been committed to the same receptacle : for a 
townsman who looked over the brink fancied that 
there was a Sahib uppermost.** This is the history 
of what took place at Cawnpore, between four in 
the afternoon of one day and nine in the morning of 
another, almost under the shadow of the church- 
tower, and within call of the Theatre, the Assembly 
Rooms, and the Masonic Lodge. Long before noon 
on the sixteenth July there remained no living 
European within the circuit of the station. 

But there were plenty at no great distance : for, 
about the turn of day, our force, after travelling 
five leagues, rested for a space in a hamlet buried 
amidst a forest of mango groves. A mile to north- 
ward lay the sepoy host, intrenched across the 
spot where the by-way to Cawnpore branches from 
the Grand Trunk Road. Seven guns commanded 
the approaches, and behind a succession of fortified 
villages were gathered five thousand fighting men, 
prepared to strike a last blow for their necks and 
their booty. Havelock resolved to turn the flank 
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of tlie Naua : for he was aware that, if an opponent 
assails a native army otherwise than as it intended 
to be assailed when it took up its position, the 
General for a certainty loses his head, and the 
soldiers their hearts. The word was given, and our 
column defiled at a steady pace round the left of 
the hostile line. The Fusiliers led, with two fiehh 
pieces in their rear. Then came the Highlanders, 
and the bulk of the Artillery; followed by the 
Sixty-fourth, the Eighty-fourth, and the Sikh bat- 
talion. For some time the mutineers seemed to 
be unconscious of what was going on : deceived 
by clumps of fruit-trees, that screened our move- 
ment; and distracted by the sharp look-out which 
they were keeping straight ahead. But soon an 
evident sensation was created along their whole 
array. Their batteries began discharging shot and 
shell with gxeater liberality than accuracy ; while 
a body of cavaliei's pushed forward in the direction 
of our march, and made a demonstration that did 
not lead to much. As soon as the enemy’s flank 
was completely exposed to the English attack, our 
troops halted, faced, and advanced in the order 
wherein they found themselves, covered by two 
companies of the Fusiliers extended as skinnishers. 
Colonel Hamilton bade the pipes strike up, and led 
the Seventy-eighth against a cluster of houses de- 
fended by three guns. His horse was shot between 
his legs : but the kilts never stopped until they 
were masters of all inside the village. Three more 
pieces were captured by Major Stirling and the 
Sixty-fourth Regiment. The rebel infantry were 
everywhere in full retreat : for the last half-hour 



V 


THE MABSACEE 


250 


nothing had been seen of the cavalry: and the 
battle appeared to be won. 

Our firing had already ceased. The officers were 
congratulating each other on their easy victory : 
the privates were lighting their cheroots, and specu- 
lating on the probability of an extra allowance of 
ruin : when of a sudden a twenty-four pounder, 
planted on the Cawnpore Eoad, opened with fatal 
precision upon our exhausted ranks. Two large 
masses of horsemen rode forward over the plain. 
The foot rallied, and came down with drums beating 
and colours flying : and the presence of a numerous 
staff, in gallant attire, announced that the Peishwa 
himself was there, bent on daring something great 
in defence of his tottering throne. Meanwhile our 
artillery cattle, tired out by continual labour over 
vile roads and under a burning sun, could no longer 
drag the cannon into action. The volunteers did 
whatever might be done by a dozen and a half 
planters mounted on untrained hunters. The in- 
surgents grew insolent : our soldiers were falling 
fast : and the Biitish General perceived that the 
crisis was not yet over. He despatched his son to 
the spot where the men of the Sixty-fourth were 
lying down under such cover as they could get, with 
an order to lise and charge. 

They leapt to their feet, rejoicing to fling aside 
their inaction : and young Havelock placed himself 
at their head, and steered his horse straight for 
the muzzle of the gun : mindfol, perhaps, how, four- 
and-forty years before, his sire, then a light-haired 
stripling, showed our allies on the banks of the 
Bidassoa that an English steed could clear a French 
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breastwork. But our people were not Spaniards: 
and more than one indignant veteran asked in 
grumbling tones whether the corps might not be 
trusted to the guidance of its own officers. Nor 
did their Major need that any one should show him 
the way, when once he had dismounted, and thrown 
to a groom the bridle of his fidgety little charger, a 
shapely bay Arab, on whose back, four months later, 
he was shot dead amidst his shattered regiment in a 
glorious but ineffectual attempt to retrieve a dis- 
astrous day. 

And then the mutineers realized the change that 
a few weeks had wrought in the nature of the task 
which they had selected and cut out for themselves. 
The affair was no longer with mixed gxoups of in- 
valids and civilians, without strategy or discipline, 
resisting desperately wherever they might chance to 
be brought to bay. Now from left to right extended 
the unbroken line of white faces, and red cloth, and 
sparkling steel. In front of all, the field officer 
stepped briskly out, doing his best to keep ahead of 
his people. There marched the captains, duly posted 
on the flank of their companies ; and the subalterns, 
gesticulating with their swords ; and the sober, 
bearded sergeants, each behind his respective sec- 
tion. Embattled in their national order, and burn- 
ing with more than their national lust of combat, on 
they came, the unconquerable British Infantry. The 
grape was flying thick and true. Files rolled over. 
Men stumbled, and recovered themselves, and went 
on for a while, and then turned and hobbled to 
the rear. But the Sixty-fourth was not to be 
denied. Closer and closer drew the measured tramp 
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of feet: and the lieart of the foe died within liini, 
^ and his fire grew hasty and ill-directed. As the 


last volley cut the air overhead, our soldiers raised a 
mighty shout, and rushed forward, each at his own 
pace. And then every rebel thought only of himself. 
Those nearest the jiace were the fii-st to make aw^'ay : 
but throughout the host there were none who still 
aspired to stay within push of the English bayonets. 
Such as had any stomach left for flgliting wore 
sickened by a dose of shrapnel and canister from 
four light gnus, which Maude, as though by an effort 
of volition, had driven up within point-blank range. 
Squadron after squadron, battalion upon battalion, 
these humbled Brahmins drojDped their weapons, 
stripped off their packs, and spuiTed, and ran, and 
limped, and scrambled back to the city tliat was to 
have been the chief and central abode of sepoy 
domination. 

Nanukchund was hanging about the vicinity all 
tlie while the conflict was in progress. '' On the 
“fifteenth,'' lie writes, “I perceived some sepoys 
“ and troopers running away in gxeat confusion, and 
“ exclaiming that they would have an easy victory, 
“as the British were few, and would soon be 
“despatched. I was then sitting in an orcljard, 
“when I observed a shopkeej)er running up. Ho 
“ came, and seated himself under a tree near mo, 

“ and told me that he was hastening to j)ack uj) liis 
“wife and children, as the Europeans would arrive 
“sliortly, and would S23are nobody. I thought to 
“ myself, this must be tnie, and the gentlemen must 
“be very savage. I returned to the city, and saw 
“ several villagers with their dresses changed 
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‘'comi|3ig along the banks of the Ganges, and I 
^'joined them. The terror in the hearts of all was 
so great that they asked each other no questions.'' 

On the morrow, the day of the final struggle, 
Nanukchund says : “ I was in the streets soon after 
‘'noon-time. People who have seen the fighting 
“ declare that the rebels are running back, and that 
“ the mutineers are trying to escape from the battle. 
" Intelligence of this sort was brought from time to 
"time till it got dusk. The bad people are all 
" ci-estfallen, and advising each other to quit the 
" town. I saw Kalka, a barber by caste, who took 
"service as a trooper under the Nana, running in 
"for his life, and trying to get something to eat 
"from the bazaar. A little while after it was pro- 
" claimed by beat of drum that the inhabitants must 
"not get alarmed, as there were only one hundred 
"Europeans remaining: and that whoever brought 
"in the head of an Englishman should receive a 
" hundred mpees. But news came that the Sahibs 
" were close upon the cantonments, and the man 
" who was beating the drum abandoned it and fled." 

' At nightfall Dhoondoo Punth entered Cawnpore 
upon a chestnut horse drenched in perspiration, and 
with bleeding flanks. A fresh access of terror soon 
dismissed him again on his way towards Bithoor, sore 
and weary, his head swimming and his chest heaving. 
He was not in condition for such a gallop, the first 
earnest of that hardship and degradation which was 
thenceforward to be his portion. Far otherwise had 
he been wont to return to his palace after a visit of 
state in the English quarter, lolling, vinaigrette in 
hand, beneath the breath of fans, amidst the cushions 
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of a luxurious carriage, surrounded by a moving hedge 
of outriders and running footmen. Once again in 
the home of his lathers he vslept as the wicked sleep, 
whose sin has found them out ; and, when the 
morrow’s sun had set, he departed in craven trepi- 
dation, and was never after seen among the haunts 
of peaceful men. But lie was true to himself, even 
in the crash of his falling dynasty : for, as he stepped 
on board the barge that was to transport him to the 
confines of Oude, he bethought him of the young 
mother who was recovering from the pains of child- 
birth in the recesses of the female apartments. For 
the first time he had practised economy in his 
enjoyments, and was now well repaid : for his 
savings had borne high interest. There were two 
English lives to take where a fortnight ago there 
had been but one. And then, having filled to over- 
flowing the measure of his guilt, "he passed away 
like a thief in the night, and left his wealth to the 
spoilei’, and his halls to the owl and the snake. 

Some months subsequently two of our spies, who 
had been commissioned to obtain information about 
Miss Wheeler, passed six days in the train of the 
fugitive Nana in the depths of an Oude wilderness. 
In the vicinity of his encampment they overtook a 
sepoy, with whom they got into conversation. He 
asked why they had come into the desert. They 
represented themselves as desirous of taking service 
with one of the Peishwa’s eunuchs, and reminded 
the soldiers that they were old acquaintances of his 
own. He seems to have been a good-natured fellow : 
for he told them that it was a dangerous neighbour- 
hood for strangers, but promised, since they had 
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ventured that far, to introduce them as his fellow- 
villagers. They found from twelve to fifteen thou- 
sand people collected in the jungles. Everything 
betokened distress, disorder, and discontent. Food 
was scarce and dear. The Maharaja had appro- 
laiated the single pair of tents ; so that his followers 
were fain to bivouac under the foliage, starving on 
rice bought at twelvepence a pound; wringing out 
their tattered garments, wet with the eternal rain; 
and sighing for the curry-pots and tight roofs of the 
Oawnpore cantonments. It is interesting to learn 
that the most poverty-stricken and dejected of all 
the mutineers were the troopers of the Second 
(Cavalry. The horses had been reduced to less 
than a hundred, and the artillery to a couple of 
field-pieces. Tlie Nana, attended by a servant with 
an umbrella, went daily to bathe in a river Avhicli 
flowed at the foot of the liill whereon his jmvilion 
stood. A crowd I'egularly assembled to pay their 
respects as he pcossed. The two men especially 
noticed certain ofiicers of his household : the trea- 
surer and paymaster; the driver of his bullock- 
caniage; his cliief baker, and chief gardener; his 
shampoocr, his sweeper, his boatman, and his 
wrestlers, both Hindoo and Mohammedan. Bala 
was there, with the scar of an English bullet on 
his shoulder, which he has ])rohably by this time 
carried to an obscure grave. The I’oyal brothers 
were said to be very anxious to got back to ease and 
civilization. Their wives were tlisposed upon an 
adjoining range of lieiglits, in company with the 
widows of Bajee Rao, who deserved better than to 
be transported about against their will in the suite 
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of tliat unroiiiaiitic Pretender. The ladies of the 
court travelled in six palanquins, and the geiitleiiien 
on as many elephants. 

Yet a few weeks, and Dhoondoo Punth, stripped of 
even these relics of his former affluence and grandeur, 
escaped across the Nepaulese marches to a life of 
suspense, and toil, and privations amidst the Hima- 
layan solitudes. The end of that man we know not, 
and may never know. Perchance, as they hover over 
some wild ravine or wind-swept peak, the eagles won- 
der at the great ruby which sparkles amidst the rags 
of a vagxant who perished amidst the snows of a past 
December. Perchance another generation will heai;, 
not without a qualm of involuntary reverence and 
pity, that the world-noted malefactor is at last to 
expiate misdeeds already classical. He may have 
eluded human justice. His hemp may be still to 
sow. But his place in history is fixed irreversibly 
and for ever. The most undaunted lover of para- 
dox would hardly undertake to wash white that 
ensanguined fame. 

‘'In the month of July, a year and a half ago,” 
so deposes a native tradesman, eighteen months 
aftei^ the mas>sacre, “ I was in my house at Ooghqq^ 
"wheirteTi or eleveirj^Sbns;‘^v^^^ iiacl rteTTbom 
“ Cawnpore, came to my shop, and asked for betel- 
‘Heaf to chew. I showed them new betel-leaf; 

“ when two of tliem, both Hindoos, told me to fetch 

good old betel-leaf, or tliey would take my head off. 

I accordingly went to another seller of betel-leaf, 
'\and bought the kind they asked for, and told them 

the price of the same, namely, ten jDice. The two 
“ men said they Avould only give me two. I replied 
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“ that the betel-leaf was worth ten pice, and that 
“ they ought at the leaat to give me eight pice ; on 
“ which they said that they would kill me and all 
“ my family. I stated I was a poor man, and had 
“got the betel-leaf from another person. They 
“then said that they had shown no pity to the 
“ ladies and children whom they had just murdered 
“ and who clung to their feet, and that they would 
“ have no pity upon me. They frightened me gi'eatly, 
“showing me a naked sword, covered with blood 
“and said that they would cut off my head with 
“ the same. I wept,” says this weak-minded young- 
man, “ and my mother, hearing me cry, came out, 
“ and begged of them not to hurt me, and that she 
“ would let them have more betel-leaf. After this 
“they drew water fr-om a well close to my house, 
“near a temple, and, conversing among themselves, 
“I heard then- companions ask the two men how 
“many ladies they had killed. They replied that 
“ they had murdered twenty-one ladies and children, 

“ and had received a reward of twenty-one rupees ; 
“and added that at first the Nana ordered the 
“sepoys to massacre the ladies; but they refused; 
“.Mil they two, with tlmee others, carried out. 
wrestlers, both Hindoo and Mohammedan. Bala 
was there, with the scar of an English bullet on 
his shoulder, which he has probably by this time 
can-ied to an obscure grave. The royal brothers 
were said to be very anxious to get back to ease and 
civilizjition. Their wives were disi^osed upon an 
adjoining range of lieights, in company with the 
widows of Bajee Eao, who deserved better than to 
be transported about against their will in the suite 
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“of Ooghoo, who is thirty-five years old, and has 
“a defect in his eye, stated that the officials sent 
“ him to kill the ladies ; that he struck one with his 
“ sword, which bent, and he then felt pity, and did 
“ not again strike. He showed us the bent sword.” 
On this occasion Souracun seems to have sunk the 
twenty-one rupees: which, however, must have lasted 
him a good while if he made all his purchases at the 
same rate as he bought betel-leaf. “ Ail the village 
“ heard that he was one of the murderers : but, since 
“the British rule has been re-established, no one 
“speaks of it for fear he would be hung, and his 
“ death be laid on their head.” 

There is good reason to believe that Souracun and 
his fellows met with their deserts. Mr. Batten, now 
ill high office at Agra, was the first representative of 
settled government in the district of Gawnpore after 
the troubles began to subside. He had the honour 
of removing the gibbet from the ladies’ well, and so 
tempered ferocity with common sense that those 
who once railed at him as squeamish have at length 
come to approve his conduct in spite of themselves. 
But he did not bear the sword in vain. There were 
Weight befoi'e him two Hindoos, one advanced in 
“when ten or eleven persons, wiio naa tied from 
“ Gawnpore, came to my shop, and asked for betel- 
‘’leaf to cheiv. I showed them new betel-leaf; 
“ when two of them, both Hindoos, told me to fetch 
“ good old betel-leal, or they would take my liead off. 
“ I accordingly went to another seller of betel-leaf, 
and bought the kind they asked for, and told them 
“ the price of the same, namely, ten pice. The two 
“ men said they would only give me two. I replied 
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Tlien, more than ever, is he anxious to set the 
company at their ease, and to make away with any 
disagi'eeable sense of the false position in which the 
hangman stands towards the felon. A civilian at 
Lucknow was superintending an execution when the 
rope, which had doubtless borne more than one such 
strain, gave way, and the convict fell to the ground. 
As he rose, he turned to the Englishman, and said 
in the tone wherein men utter social convention- 
alities : “ Sahib, the rope’s broke.” He felt that it 
was incumbent on liim to do what lie could towards 
relieving the general embarrassment arising from a 
pause in the proceedings, awkward for all parties, 
but especially for the commissioner, who was en- 
dowed with sensibility and genuine refinement. 

Batten, than whom no man was more conver- 
sant with the native character, regarded the fury of 
his two prisoners as an extraordinaiy phenomenon, 
and requested an explanation from the bystanders. 
He was told that the pair were jiiqued at being con- 
demned on so paltry a charge as tlie murder of a 
half-caste, after having taken the principal part in 
a strange and noteworthy exploit, at which they 
hinted in their cuj)s ; and that, poor as they seemed, 
they rode fine horses, and wore gorgeous shawls, 
which they were accustomed to speak of as having 
been presented to them by the Nana in token of his 
esteem and satisfaction. 

Few of the Cawnporc mutineers survived to boast 
of their enterprise. Evil hunted these violent men 
to their overthrow. Those whom the halter and the 
bayonet spared had no reason to bless their exemp- 
tion. Many whom pillage had enriched were slain 
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for the sake of that which they had about them by 
banditti who confidently presumed that the law 
would not call in question the motives of him who 
exteraiinated a sepoy. All who returned to their 
villages empty-handed were greeted by their indig- 
nant families with bitter and most just repi-oaches. 
They had been excellently jorovided for by the 
bounty of God and the Company. Their pay 
secured them all the comforts which a Brahmin 
may enjoy, and left the wherewithal to help less 
fortunate kinsmen. Yet they flung away their ad- 
vantages in wilful and selfish haste. They sinned 
alone and for their private ends; but alone they 
were not to suffer. They had changed the Sahibs 
into demons, and had conjured up tenfold more of 
these demons than had hitherto been conceived to 
exist. They had called down untold calamities upon 
the quiet peasantry of their native land. And all this 
miseiy they had wrought in pursuit of the vision of 
a military empire. Let them return to the desert, 
there to feed without intemiption on the contempla- 
tion of their power and pre-eminence. Such were the 
taunts with which they were driven forth again into 
the jungles : some to die by the claws of tigers on 
whose lair they had intruded for refuge, or beneath 
the clubs of herdsmen whose cattle they had pilfered 
in the rage of hunger; others to wander about, 
drenched and famished, until amidst the branches 
of a tree into which they had climbed to seek safety 
from the hysenas and the ague, or on the sandy floor 
of a cave whither they had crept for shelter from the 
tempest, they found at once their death-bed and their 
sepulchre. The jackals alone can tell on what bush 
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a half for fear of being murdered, now came out 
'‘and went to cantonments. Generals Havelock 
“and Neill, and a number of other officers, were 
“ standing there. Fruiterers, milkmen, buttermen, 
“bakers, and other sellers of provisions were in 
“ attendance with their dollies. Those who were 
“ aware of what was coming had made preparations 
“ on the night previous by having provisions cooked 
“ in the bazaar. A little after eight the rebels who 
“ had mined the magazine set fire to the powder, and 
“ fled. The report of the explosion was so terrific, 
“ that the doors of city-houses fell off their hinges.’’ 

Our old friend was now in high spirits. His 
turn had come, and he showed himself fully equal 
to the occasion. “I continued,” he says, “to 
“attend on the Sahibs with a view of performing 
“ acts of loyalty. I set to work to find out what 
“ men of the city had been loyal, and which of 
“ them disloyal, and how some of the public officers 
“ came to present themselves to the Nana, while 
“ others contrived not to present themselves, I 
“laboured night and day at great personal incon- 
“ venience to learn full particulars about these 
“ people. I questioned only honourable and upright 
“ men, and no others.” He is especially disturbed 
at the assurance of one Narain Rao, “ who, just as"^! 

“ anticipated, wishes to pass himself off as a well- 
“ wisher to the Government. But there is a great 
“ crowd at this moment, and the Sahibs have no 
“time to spare. It is also very difficult to find 
“witnesses against him by private inquiries, and 
“I see no chance of filing a complaint about it 
“before any officer.” 
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It seems strange if the Sahibs could not afford 
time to pay off an old score that had really been 
I incurred. But the truth was that it mattered to them 
I very little whom they killed, as long as they killed 
■’somebody. After the first outbreak of joy and Wel- 
lcome the inhabitants of Cawnpore began to be aware 
ithat the English were no longer the same men, if 
t ind eed they w ere rnen at all. The citizens, with their 
Wives and chiidren, poured forth into the country by 
crowds, without stopping to calculate whether they 
could establish their imrocence. At such an assize, 
and in the eyes of such a jury, absence was the only 
defence that could avail aught. From noon till 
, midnight, on the Lucknow and Delhi highway were 
I to be seen immense mobs rushing eastward and 
I westwai-d in headlong haste. They did well both 
for their own security and for our honour. Of what 
did take place the less said is the better. Of that 
from which by God’s mercy we were saved it were 
best to say nothing at all. The heat of the climate 
and the conflict, the scarcity of food and the con- 
stant presence of disease, the talk which they had 
heard at Calcutta, the deeds that they had been 
allowed and even enjoined to .commit during their 
upward progress, had depraved the conscieime and 
destroyed the self-control of our unhappy soldiers. 
Reckless as men who for many weeks had never 
known what it was to be certain of another hour’s 
life —half starved, and more than half intoxicated, 
— ^regarding carnage as a duty and rapine as a 
pleasure, — they enacted a scene into the details of 
which an Englishman at least will not care to inquire. 
Havelock, in a report to the Commander-in-Chief, 
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thus writes : “ I have ordered all the beer, wine, 
^Sspirits, and every drinkable thing at Oa'vkipore 
''to be purchased by the Commissariat. It will 
" then be guarded by a few men. If it remained 
"at Oawnpore it would require half my force to 
" keep it from being drunk up by the other half, 
" and I should not have a soldier in camp. While 
" I was winning a victory on the sixteenth some of 
" my men were plundering the Commissariat on the 
" line of march.’’ 

And so the General purchased all the liquor. 
It would have been well if he could have bought 
up the blood also. It was idle to count upon the 
forbearance of poor ignorant privates, when the 
ablest among our officers had forgotten alike the age 
in which he lived, and the religion that he professed. 
This is an extract from a letter which would that 
Neill had never found occasion to indite 1 

"Whenever a rebel is caught he is immediately 
"tried, and, unless he can prove a defence, he is 
" sentenced to be hanged at once : but the chief 
" rebels or ringleaders I make first to clear up a 
"certain portion of the pool of blood, still two 
" inches deep, in the shed where the fearful murder 
"and mutilation of the women and children took 
"place. To touch blood is most abhoiTent to the 
" high-caste natives. They think, by doing so, they 
" doom their souls to perdition. Let them think so. 
" My object is to inflict a fearful punishment for a 
" revolting, cowardly, barbarous deed, and to strike 
" terror into these rebels. The first I caught was a 
" soubahdar, or native ofiicer, a high-caste Brahmin, 
" who tried to resist my order to clean up the very 
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blood lie liad helped to shed ; hut I made the 
“provost-mai-shal do his duty, luid a lew lilies soon 
“made the luiscreant accomplish his task. When 
“ done he was taken out and immediately hanged, 
“and, after death, buried in a ditch at the road- 

<£ side/’ 

For a parallel to such an episode we must explore 
far back into the depths of time. Homer relates 
the punishment that befell those maidservants, who 
in the palace of Ithaca had been ol what 

Ly owed to their absent lord. “ First hey bore 
“ forth from the hall the dead bodies of their para- 
“ mours, and placed them in the vestibule, staggering 
“beneath the weight: while Ulysses uig-ed on the 
“work by word and gesture: labour ed at 

“ the un^-ateful task, wailing, :uid shedding bittei 
“ tears. And afterwards with water and sponges they 
“ washed the tables and the seats : and Telemachus 
“ and his henchmen scraped with spades the floor of 
“ the chamber. But, when they had set the house in 
“ order the women were led out, and cooped up for a 
“ while in a comer of the well-fenced court, in a toi 
“ place, whence escape was none. And then Te e- 
“machus slung from the roof the cable of a dark- 
“prowed ship, and made it fast to a pillar of the 
“colonnade, stretching it high and taut, so that no 
“ foot might feel the ground. And, as when swift 
“ thmshes or doves, making for their nest, have^ 
“dashed into a snare which a fowler had planted 
“ across the thicket, so these women were fastened 
“ in a row, with a halter round ^vCry neck, to die 
“in unseemly fashion. And their feet fluttered a 
“ moment in the air : but not for long. 
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It is curious that an act, which the Pagan poet 
allows an old moss-trooper and his sou to perpetrate; 
in the flush of revenge and victory, should have been 
revived by a Christian wanior after the lapse of 
twenty-five centuries. And it must be oivned that 
Neill surpassed his model : for apparently the pri- 
mary object of Ulysses was to sweep away the traces 
of the butchery, and make his refectory clean and 
habitable: an unpleasant drudgery, which, as with 
the simplicity of an ancient ' Greek he ’reflected 
might as well be performed by the least worthy 
members of his household before they were taken to 
execution : whereas the Englishman desired only to 
wound the sentiments of the doomed men, and 
prolong their prospect of death with a vista of 
eternal misery. And this, in the crisis of an insur- 
rection of which the immediate cause was the belief 
that the British Government was attempting to 
tamper with caste ! 

But there was a spectacle to be witnessed which 
might excuse much. Those who, straight from the 
contested field, wandered sobbing through the rooms 
of the ladies’ house, saw what it were well could the 
outraged ear-th have straightway hidden. The inner 
apartment was ankle-deep in blood. The plaster was 
scored with sword-cuts : not high up, as where men 
have fought ; but low down, and about the comers, 
as if a creature had crouched to avoid the blow.’ 
Strips of dresses, vainly tied round the handles 
of the doors, signified the contrivance to which 
feminine despair had resorted as a means of keeping 
out the murderers. Broken combs were there, and 
the frills of children’s trousers, and tom cuffs and 
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pinafores, and little immd hats, and one or two 
shoes with burst latchets, and one or two daguerreo- 
type cases with cracked glasses. An officer picked 
up a few curls, preserved in a bit of cardboard, and 
marked '‘Ned’s hair, with love”: but around were 
strewn locks, some near* a yard in length, dissevered, 
not as a keepsake, by quite other scissors. All who 
on that day passed within the fatal doors agree posi- 
tively to assert that, no inscription of any sort or 
kind was visible on the walls. Before the month 
was out, the bad habit, common to low Englishmen, 
of scribbling where they ought not, here displaying 
itself in an odious foimi, had covered the principal 
buildings of Cawnpore with vulgar and disgusting 
forgeries, false in date, in taste, in spelling, and in 
fact. 

There were found two slips of paper : one bearing 
in an unknown hand a brief but correct outline of 
our disasters. On the other a Miss Lindsay had 
kept an account of the killed and wounded in a 
single family. It runs thus, telling its own tale : 

"Entered the barracks May 21st. 

" Cavalry left June 5th. 

"First shot fired June 6th. 

" Aunt Lilly died June I7th. 

"Uncle Willy died June 1 8th. 

"Left barracks June 27th. 

" George died June 27th. 

"Alice died July 9th. 

"Mamma died July 12th.” 

The writer, with her two surviving sisters, perished 
in the final massacre. 
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The library of the captives was small indeed : but 
such books as they had were to the purpose. The 
earliest comers discovered among the vestiges of 
slaughter, a treatise entitled P/^qjaration Jot 
D eath: and a Bible, which must liave travelled in 
Major Vibart’s barge down to Nuzzuigiir and back 
to Cawnpore, as may be gathered from tlie following 
record : 


'' 27 th June. Went to the boats. 

" 29 th. Taken out of boats, 

" 30 th. Taken to Sevadah Kothi. Fatal day.'' 

Fatal indeed: for that was the day when "the 
"wives sat down, each by her husband;" when 
"the sepoys, going in, pulled them away forcibly; 
"but could not pull away the doctor's wife, who 
"there remained;" when "one Sahib rolled one 
"way, and one another as they sat." That Bible 
was a present from the dead to the dead : for on 
the fly-leaf appeared this address: "For darling 
"Mamma, from her affectionate daughter, Isabella 
" Blair : " the " Bella Blair " whose fate is mentioned 
in the letter from young Masters to his father. The 
list was closed by a Church Service, from which the 
cover had been stripped, and many pages at the end 
torn off. Unbound and incomplete, it had fulfilled 
its mission : for it opened of itself where, within 
a crumpled and crimson-sprinkled margin, might be 
read the concise and beautiful supplications of our 
Litany. It concluded, that mutilated copy, with the 
forty-seventh Psalm, wherein David thanks the 
Almighty for a victory and a saving mercy : 
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“ 0 clap your hands together, all ye people : O 
sing unto God with a voice of melody. 

He shall subdue the people under us : and the 
“ nations under our feet. 

God is gone up with a merry noise : and the Lord 
with the sound of a tramp. 

'' God rejoiceth over the heathen : God sitteth on 
“ his holy seat. 

''God, which is very high exalted, doth defend 
" the earth, as it were with a shield,” 

Such were the printed lines which, from amidst 
the rent tresses, and shivered toys, and the scraps 
of muslin dyed in the most costly of all pigments, 
lay staring up to high heaven in tacit but impressive 
irony. 

It is good that the house and the well of horror 
have been replaced by a fair garden and a graceful 
shrine. But there let piety stay her hand. A truce 
thenceforward to that mistaken reverence which 
loves to express sorrow and admiration in guineas, 
and rupees, and the net product of fancy bazaais ! 
Too often already have architect and sculptor dis- 
guised the place where a notable thing was done. 
India still contains some sacred plots untouched by 
the art of the decorator, — some shapeless rains more 
venerable than dedicated aisle or stately mausoleum. 
Still, amidst the fantastic edifices of Lucknow, hard 
by a shattered gateway, rise or lie prostrate the 
pillars of a gTass-gi'Own portico. Beneath that 
verandah, in the July evening, preferring the lisk 
of the hostile missiles to the confinement of a 
stifling cellar, was dying Henry Lawrence, the man 
who tided to do his duty. It was pot time and 
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the weather that made bare of plaster the brickwork 
of the old gate. There from summer into winter, — 
until of his two hundred musketeers he had buried 
four-score and five, and sent to hospital three-score 
and sixteen, — earning his Cross in ragged flannel 
trousers and a jersey of dubious hue, burly Jack 
Aitken bore up the unequal fray. An Englishman 
does not require any extraneous incentives to emo- 
tion when, leaning against the beams of that arch- 
way, he recalls who have thereby gone in and out, 
bent on what errands, and thinking what thoughts. 
Between those door-posts have walked Peel, and 
Havelock, and gentle Outram, and stout Sir Colin, 
heroes who no longer tread the earth. Through the 
same entrance passed, but not erect, the form of a 
tall grey soldier, stern even in death, with a bullet- 
wound in the centre of his forehead, whom the 
orderlies announced in whispers to be Neill of the 
Madras army. At Delhi still, before the police- 
court in the Street of Silver, may be seen the plat- 
form whereon, naked to the waist and besmeared 
with dirt and blood, were exposed to three autumn 
suns the corpses of the last descendants of Timour, 
slain and spoiled by one who knew neither pity nor 
scruple. Still, after an evening stroll along the 
ridge outside the battlements, as on his return he 
descends the slope rough with crag and brushwood, 
the visitor may come upon a mound of rubbish so 
beaten with shot that it is not easy to discern what 
of it is artificial rampaii}, and what is broken ground. 
The rocks coated with frequent films of lead, and 
the wreck of a small temple, testify that this is 
the famous post, known in military history as the 
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Bammy-lioiise picket/’ which Briton, and Sikh, and 
GhoorKi, fighting shoulder to shoulder, hardly made 
good throughout the hundred days of the terrible 
siege. On the summit of the tottering dome, at a 
height of some twelve feet from the soil, presides 
a Hindoo idol with an elephant’s head. There he 
sits, a stupid little god, with arms reposing on his 
knees, gazing across the valley at the minarets of the 
ancient capital, as though he had never seen any 
stranger sight than the tourist in his white dress 
and dust-coloured helmet, or heard any sounds more 
wild and maddening than the chirping of the grass- 
hoppers, and the lowing of the belated cattle as they 
stray homeward to their stalls. Hot urn, nor mono- 
lith, nor broken column is so fit a monument for 
brave men as the crumbling breastwork and the 
battered wall. And in like manner the dire agony 
of Cawnpore needs not to be figured in marble, or 
cut into granite, or cast of bronze. There is no fear 
lest we should forget the story of our people. The 
whole place is their tomb, and the name thereof is 
their epitaph. When the traveller from Allahabad, 
rousing himself to learn at what stage of his journey 
he may have amved, is aware of a voice proclaiming 
through the darkness the city of melancholy fame, 
— then those accents, heard for the first time on the 
very spot itself which they designate, recall, more 
vividly than written or engraven eloquence, the 
memory of fruitless valour and unutterable woe. 


THE END 
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